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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Operation of police powers under the Terrorism Act 2000 and subsequent 
legislation: arrests, outcomes and stop and searches, quarterly update to June 
2011, Great Britain 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-
statistics/counter-terrorism-statistics/hosb1911/  
 
A new police professional body that supports police officers at all ranks and 
civilian policing professionals will be set up next year. 
… the new body will take responsibility for developing professional skills and leadership in 
the police service. The National Policing Improvement Agency will also be phased out. 
Some of the NPIA's critical national services will be moved into the National Crime 
Agency via the Serious Organised Crime Agency. Responsibility for delivering other 
national services - like the non-emergency 101 phone number and crime mapping - will 
move to the Home Office. 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/new-police-body  
 

 

Scottish Government 

Offensive behaviour at football    
Scotland must have the courage of its convictions and give the police and prosecutors 
the additional tools they have asked for to extract 'poisonous songs of hatred' from 
Scottish football and threats of harm being posted on the internet, Roseanna 
Cunningham said today. … 
The Bill provides for two new offences: Offensive Behaviour related to football and 
Threatening Communications. 
OFFENCE A - "OFFENSIVE BEHAVIOUR" 
 Intended to deal with sectarian and other offensive chanting and threatening 

behaviour likely to cause public disorder. The offence covers behaviour likely to lead 
to public disorder: 

o Expressing or inciting religious, racial or other forms of hatred. 
o Threatening behaviour or behaviour which would be Offensive to any 

reasonable person. 
 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/counter-terrorism-statistics/hosb1911/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/counter-terrorism-statistics/hosb1911/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/new-police-body
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o Covers behaviour at and on the way to or from a "regulated football match", 
which includes league, European and international matches. … 

OFFENCE B - "THREATENING COMMUNICATIONS" 
 Intended to deal with threats of serious harm and threats which incite religious hatred. 

The offence covers: 
o Threats of serious harm intended to cause fear and alarm, or reckless as to 

whether they do. This includes implied threats (e.g. the posting of bullets or 
images depicting serious harm). 

o Threats intended to incite religious hatred. 
o It is a defence that the behaviour was in the situation "reasonable". This is 

intended to exclude artistic performance etc. 
o Maximum penalty of 5 years in prison and an unlimited fine. 

 The offence will NOT: 
o Stop peaceful preaching or proselytising. 
o Restrict freedom of speech including the right to criticise or comment on 

religion or non-religious beliefs, even in harsh terms. 
o Criminalise jokes and satire about religion or non-religious belief. 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/12/13152054 
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Holocaust 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

International Holocaust Archive to be available in the UK for the first time 
50 million digital records from the Holocaust, covering 17.5 million people, will soon be 
available to the British public for the first time. 
 The International Tracing Service (ITS) archive contains records from concentration, 
slave labour and displaced persons’ camps from the Nazi-era, the Second World War 
and the ten years that followed.   
The UK public will soon be able to access the digital archive, free of charge, at The 
Wiener Library in London - the world's oldest Holocaust memorial institution.  … 
Speaking ahead of the UK launch of the Archive, the Foreign Secretary said: 
“The International Tracing Service archive is hugely significant. Allowing the British public 
access to the Archive in the UK for the first time will enable Holocaust survivors, refugees 
and their descendants to obtain information about the fate of their relatives who suffered 
at the hands of the Nazis. It will also provide an invaluable collection of primary source 
material for UK based academic researchers and students, and is further proof of the 
UK’s active approach to preserving the memory of the Holocaust.”   

Anne Webber, the Chair of the UK ITS Stakeholder Group said: “The Stakeholder Group 
was created to ensure a copy of the Archive was made available in the UK as soon as 
possible and we are very pleased that the Government responded positively to our 
initiative.  … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=705646982  
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/12/13152054
http://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/
http://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=705646982
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Israel 
includes: 
col 296WH   Guto Bebb: … The relationship between the UK and Israel has always 
been strong, and the UK has always been a constructive partner. … there has always 
been a relationship of respect and trust between the two Governments, and that has 
been clear not only in politics, but, very impressively, in business. …  

 

Sir Alan Beith: … Do some of those who, quite understandably, want to criticise 
particular Israeli Government policies not sometimes need reminding that there is no 
criticism they make that will not be heard in Israel’s vibrant democracy? It is much easier 
to work with a country that has as vibrant a democracy as Israel, even if we have 
criticisms of its policies. 

 

Guto Bebb: … Israel’s proportional representation system means that it has a vibrant 
political system, in which criticism of Government actions happens regularly. …  
In a conflict situation, there is no doubt that the use of language is extremely 
important.  … That is why I requested this debate. The Foreign Secretary recently made 
a statement on issues in the middle east and north Africa, in which he gave his usual 
robust explanation of the Government’s position. What that statement perhaps revealed, 
however, was an imbalance in the use of language. There was almost an implication that 
the lack of movement on the peace process was the fault of the Israeli Government, and 
the Israeli Government alone. …  
It is clear that peace will be achieved only through negotiation. We know that to be the 
case, and every Member in this debating Chamber would agree that peace will be 
achieved only if both parties come to the table and discuss how to create the two-state 
solution we all want and that we all know is the only way forward for peace in the region. 
However, it is important to state that if we are to have negotiations, both parties need to 
engage, and the problem with the statement was that it indicated that the process had 
stalled because of the lack of an offer from the Israeli Government. To an extent, that 
ignores history. Perhaps we should ignore history more in the middle east, but the truth is 
that we need to understand that the Israeli state has made numerous efforts over the 
past 10 or 12 years to make a clear and generous offer. As yet, there has not been a 
response from the Palestinians. …  

 

col 298  Jim Shannon: The hon. Gentleman mentioned the Northern Ireland situation. 
Clearly, there had to be an understanding from all parties on both sides of the community 
that violence does not work. Perhaps there was an understanding, after 30 years of 
campaign and conflict; perhaps people realised that the gun, the bullet and the bomb do 
not work. That is a key aspect of what is happening. Is there a realisation among the 
Palestinians—perhaps there is among the Israelis—that that should happen? 

 

Guto Bebb: … The 2005 decision to pull out of Gaza was met not with a break in 
hostilities but, rather, with continued attacks on Israel from Gaza. The situation in Gaza is 
a crisis and is unacceptable, but it is also unacceptable that a state such as Israel faces 
attacks from land from which it has withdrawn. … 

 

col 299  Graham Evans: … Does he agree that one of the key things for lasting peace is 
business, working together? If we could get the two states to work together in business, 
there is nothing that the Israelis would like more. Hamas and terrorists filled a vacuum in 
Gaza. However, I visited Ramallah and the new Palestinian city of Rawabi, and there is a 
fantastic opportunity for two peoples to come together—the next generation of 
Palestinians and Israelis, working together in peace and harmony through business and 
international development. …  

 

col 302  The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … I want to make it clear at the  
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start that the Government see Israel as a key ally and friend of the UK. … We enjoy a 
close and productive relationship with the Israeli Government, and that very relationship 
allows us to have the candid discussions that are often necessary between friends. …  
We are clear that a solution cannot be imposed from outside. We believe that both 
parties—I emphasise that—need to redouble their efforts to break the impasse and 
resume negotiations on a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict before the 
window to such a solution closes. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/halltext/111214
h0001.htm#11121484000002  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what has been the involvement in 
the extraction of gas from disputed reserves off the coast of Gaza of (1) United Kingdom 
companies, and (2) the United Kingdom Government.[HL13938] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): In 2000, British Gas Group (BG Group) undertook exploratory drilling 
off the coast of Gaza. BG Group still own a 90 per cent interest in the Gaza 
marine licence, but withdrew from negotiations with the Government of Israel for 
gas sales at the end of 2007. During this period the Government was in contact 
with both BG and the Government of Israel about the reserves. With this 
exception, no other UK companies have been involved in the extraction of gas off 
the coast of Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111213w0001.htm#111
21379001103  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by President Herman Van Rompuy following his meeting with President 
of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas 
… We discussed the cooperation between the EU and the Palestinian Authority. …  
We discussed the Palestinian reconciliation agreement signed in Cairo in May …  
We touched upon the developments in the Middle East Peace Process. I emphasized 
how the EU remains committed to the two-state solution. I underlined that the best way to 
achieve this is through direct negotiations between the Parties. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/126916.pdf  
 
Statement by High Representative Catherine Ashton following her meeting with the 
President of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas 
… It was a great pleasure to welcome President Abbas and his delegation to Brussels 
today. We have been engaged in a mutual and determined diplomatic effort throughout 
the past months concerning the Middle East Peace Process and the Palestinian United 
Nations bid. … The overarching objective of the EU remains the creation of an 
independent, democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian state, living side by side with 
Israel in peace and security. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/126936.pdf  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/halltext/111214h0001.htm#11121484000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/halltext/111214h0001.htm#11121484000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111213w0001.htm#11121379001103
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111213w0001.htm#11121379001103
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/126916.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/126936.pdf
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
** Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

Second and Third Readings, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111213/debtext/1112
13-0002.htm#11121375000011  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/debtext/1112
14-0001.htm#11121472000015  
 

Charities Act 2011 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/25/pdfs/ukpga_20110025_en.pdf  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0099/amend/su099-
iiagc.htm  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/debtext/1112
14-0001.htm#11121472000015  
 

Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Act 2011 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/23/contents/enacted/data.htm 

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 
 

Stage 3 consideration of amendments    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6622&mode=htm
l#iob_60288 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111213/debtext/111213-0002.htm#11121375000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111213/debtext/111213-0002.htm#11121375000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/debtext/111214-0001.htm#11121472000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/debtext/111214-0001.htm#11121472000015
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/25/pdfs/ukpga_20110025_en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0099/amend/su099-iiagc.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0099/amend/su099-iiagc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/debtext/111214-0001.htm#11121472000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/debtext/111214-0001.htm#11121472000015
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/23/contents/enacted/data.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6622&mode=html#iob_60288
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6622&mode=html#iob_60288
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Stage 3 debate    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=6622&mode=htm
l#iob_60289 
 

Bill as passed 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Offensive%20Behaviour%20at%20Football%2
0and%20Threatening%20Communications%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b1bs4-aspassed.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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