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Home Affairs 

Department of Health 

Working together to saves lives: The Organ Donation Taskforce Implementation 
Programme’s Final Report, 2011  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/d
h_131789.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Imports: Israel 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what total volume by (a) value and (b)tonnage of fresh fruit and vegetables was imported 
from Israel in each of the last five years; and what proportion by (i) value and (ii) tonnage 
(A) had and (B) did not have a certificate of conformity with marketing standards issued 
by the Israeli authorities. [82408] 

Mr Paice: The requirement for a certificate of conformity is only relevant for 
imports of those particular products which are covered by EU marketing standards 
for fresh fruit and vegetables. Certain products such as potatoes are not covered 
by the standards—but for information import figures for this crop are also included 
in the following tables: 
Table 1: Total (a) value and (b) volume of fresh fruit and vegetables, as regulated by EU 
marketing standards, for 2006-10 

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Description £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes

Fresh fruit 30,513 37,075 31,316 41,503 24,824 31,707 27,633 31,813 27,194 28,989 
Fresh 
vegetables 14,547 13,610 18,285 15,847 12,815 12,427 14,920 25,225 16,237 18,115 

Source: HM Revenue and Customs. Data prepared by DEFRA. 

 
 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_131789.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_131789.pdf


 2

 

Table 2. Total tonnage and proportion of imports, as regulated by EU marketing 
standards, that (a) had (b) did not have a certificate of conformity issued by the 
Israeli authorities 
  Tonnes Percentage 
 With certificate Without Total With certificate Without 
2007 23,099 5,297 28,396 81 19 
2008 33,011 17,917 50,928 65 35 
2009 9,050 6,547 15,597 58 42 
2010 17,418 11,561 28,979 60 40 
2011(1) 11,963 3,127 15,090 79 21 
(1) Until 22 November 2011 Note: July 2009—changes to the marketing standards 
saw the number of specific marketing standards reduced from 36 to 10. 
 

Table 3. Total (a) value and (b) volume of imports of potatoes 
    2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 
Type Description £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes £000 Tonnes

Potatoes 

New 
potatoes; 
fresh or 
chilled 25,500 82,306 31,005 101,086 31,338 103,091 18,861 63,508 18,900 61,236 

 

Potatoes-
other (main 
crop/ware); 
fresh or 
chilled 1,329 4,018 2,057 7,295 2,719 10,484 4,373 16,970 771 2,107 

  Potatoes total 26,829 86,323 33,062 108,381 34,057 113,575 23,234 80,477 19,672 63,343 
Source: HM Revenue and Customs. Data prepared by DEFRA. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0
001.htm#11121218000018  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with (a) his international counterparts and (b) representatives of 
international organisations about the situation in Gaza. [85530] 

Alistair Burt: We are currently working closely with the Quartet, the UN and EU 
partners to raise more strongly the situation of Gaza with the Israeli authorities. 
We continue to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access including access to 
humanitarian and medical supplies. 
Our ambassador in Tel Aviv raises these concerns regularly with Israeli 
authorities. It was also formally raised by the UK at the annual Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee meeting of donors in New York on 18 September both in the plenary 
session and in bilateral meetings with the Israeli delegation in the margins of the 
main event. 
As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), reiterated to the House on 
28 November 2011, Official Report, column 691: “We look to Israel to permit the 
further opening of Gaza so that all Palestinian people can see a pathway to a 
better future, living side by side with a secure Israel. It is vital that Israel takes that 
action.” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0
006.htm#11121312000022 
 

The statement referred to in the above answer was made during a debate on North Africa 
and the Near and Middle East which can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/11112
8-0001.htm#1111286000209  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0001.htm#11121218000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0001.htm#11121218000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0006.htm#11121312000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0006.htm#11121312000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0001.htm#1111286000209
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0001.htm#1111286000209
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Occupied Territories: Housing 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with the Israeli Government about the expansion of Israeli 
settlements. [85528] 

Alistair Burt: We regularly make clear that Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Territories are wrong, illegal under international law and deeply counter-
productive to efforts to bring a lasting peace to the middle east conflict. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), I and our ambassador in 
Tel Aviv have all raised the issue of settlements with the Israeli authorities. The 
Foreign Secretary most recently condemned settlement activity publicly in his 
statements of 2, 9 and 28 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0
006.htm#11121312000020  
 
The statements referred to in the above answer can be read at col 691 of  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/11112
8-0001.htm#1111286000209 
and cols 289 and 299 of 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111109/debtext/11110
9-0001.htm#11110985000005  
and 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=685552882  
 

Palestinians: Prisoners 
Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with (a) his international counterparts and (b) representatives of 
international organisations about the treatment of Palestinian prisoners by the Israeli 
authorities. [85529] 

Alistair Burt: We regularly discuss the issue of treatment of Palestinian prisoners 
by the Israeli authorities with our international partners, including our EU 
counterparts. We also regularly meet international organisations, such as the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.   
I discussed this matter during my visit in June with the Minister of Justice, 
indicating the UK's concerns about both the detention and the treatment of 
Palestinian prisoners, including children. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv raised the 
issue on 26 October 2011 during his visit to the Israel Prison Service complex, at 
the invitation of the Public Security Minister. He raised concerns over visitation 
rights and the treatment of minors, particularly cuffing and shackling. In his 
discussions with the Public Security Minister, the ambassador stressed the 
importance the UK placed on Israel fulfilling its obligations under international law. 
On 28 November 2011, I stated to the House that the UK Government view the 
shackling of children in detention as wrong. 
The Government of Israel have reaffirmed to us their commitment to treating 
prisoners in line with international human rights standards. The UK will continue to 
monitor the situation with regard to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and 
encourage the Government of Israel to meet their stated commitments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0
006.htm#11121312000023  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0006.htm#11121312000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0006.htm#11121312000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0001.htm#1111286000209
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/debtext/111128-0001.htm#1111286000209
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111109/debtext/111109-0001.htm#11110985000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111109/debtext/111109-0001.htm#11110985000005
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=685552882
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0006.htm#11121312000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/text/111212w0006.htm#11121312000023
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Sir Gerald Kaufman (2527) Killing of Mustafa Tamimi by Israeli soldiers – That this 
House expresses its revulsion at the deliberate killing by Israeli soldiers of Mustafa 
Tamimi, aged 28 years, while the Palestinian was taking part in a peaceful demonstration 
at Nabi Saleh on Friday 9 December 2011; notes that an Israeli soldier specifically and 
deliberately aimed a gas canister at Mustafa Tamimi's head, which hit him point-blank 
inflicting horrific injuries; further notes that these Israeli soldiers blocked access to an 
ambulance, pushed around Mustafa Tamimi's sister, who was deeply distressed by her 
brother's appalling injuries, and laughed and gloated at her; and calls for international 
action, rather than mild remonstrances, to prevent further Israeli murder of innocent 
Palestinians. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2527  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the spokesperson of the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton 
on the death of Mustafa Tamimi 
… The High Representative deeply regrets the tragic death of Mustafa Tamimi from the 
village of Nabi Saleh, West Bank. He was killed by a tear gas canister fired at close 
range while taking part in a weekly demonstration. Mr Tamimi was protesting against the 
systematic expropriation of the village's land and water spring by the inhabitants of the 
settlement of Halamish. The High Representative regrets the disproportionate use of 
force under any circumstances. She urges the Israeli authorities to thoroughly investigate 
the incident." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/126851.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

Ban voices deep concern over settlement expansion in the West Bank 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed deep concern after reports emerged today 
that the Israeli Government has approved the construction of another 40 houses and a 
farm in the occupied Palestinian territories. …  
“The Secretary-General calls again on the Government of Israel to freeze all settlement 
activity … Such activity is contrary to international law and the Roadmap, and prejudices 
final status negotiations. These actions by the Government of Israel come at a critical 
juncture when the Quartet continues efforts to facilitate the resumption of direct 
negotiations between the parties.” … 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay also voiced concern about Israeli 
settlements during a closed-door briefing to Security Council members this afternoon at 
UN Headquarters in New York. 
Ms. Pillay told reporters later that she also discussed the “indiscriminate firing” of 
weapons into the Gaza Strip and rockets into Israel. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40702&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Refugees bearing brunt of economic hardship in West Bank 
The unemployment rate among refugees in the West Bank has continued to grow this 
year, even though overall levels of joblessness there have fallen, according to a United 
Nations report released today.  
The report, released by the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East found that the  number  of  unemployed  refugees in the  West  Bank  grew  by  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2527
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/126851.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40702&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
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nearly one per cent in the first half of 2011, to over 50,000 people. This means the rate of 
unemployment among refugees is now at 27.4 per cent, about five points higher than the 
wider West Bank rate, which has declined. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40700&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Labour market in the West Bank: briefing on first-half 2011  
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/201112123454.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Saudi Arabia 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111212-
0002.htm#11121226000438  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
 
 

Bill showing changes made in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2010-11/compared-
bills/Daylight-Saving-111208.pdf  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40700&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/201112123454.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111212-0002.htm#11121226000438
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111212-0002.htm#11121226000438
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2010-11/compared-bills/Daylight-Saving-111208.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2010-11/compared-bills/Daylight-Saving-111208.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html


 6

 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 
 

SPICe Briefing: Bill at Stage 3 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_11-85.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
 
Appointments and Diversity: A Judiciary for the 21st Century 
(closing date 13 February 2012) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-
1911.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf
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