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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UNESCO 
Lord Rennard: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made 
to the Government of the United States following the withdrawal of United States funding 
from UNESCO. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, the United Kingdom has urged the United States to pay its 
assessed contributions to UNESCO until at least the date of Palestinian accession 
to UNESCO was decided. It is not yet clear which programmes might be affected 
by the US decision to withhold its assessed contributions to UNESCO. 

Lord Rennard: My Lords, does the Minister agree that it is simply morally wrong 
potentially to withdraw funding from UNESCO projects that may save thousands of lives 
in future tsunamis, educate people about the Holocaust and foster free media in some of 
the newly emerging democracies of the Middle East in retaliation for others simply 
disagreeing with the United States about Palestinian membership of UNESCO? … 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We do think it wrong-and we have raised this with our 
United States colleagues-that the United States should not merely consider 
withdrawing its contribution for the future, which, it is argued, is necessarily 
triggered by existing law in the United States, but should stop the contribution that 
was already due this year and on which UNESCO has already made spending 
plans. … 

Baroness Deech: Does the Minister recall Britain's withdrawal from UNESCO for a long 
period in the 1980s, which unfortunately was part of the continuing use of UNESCO as a 
political and ideological tool? Can pressure be brought to bear on UNESCO to do 
something about Syrian behaviour … 

Lord Howell of Guildford: … On the specific issue of Syria and Syrian projects, I 
cannot comment as I have no details. I will look into the matter. … 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: … Have the UK Government been in touch with other 
Security Council members to see whether they, as well as the G20, might be able to 
assist in making up the shortfall, at least on a temporary basis until UNESCO can revise 
its budget? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: It is early days for that. We will have to see whether 
the United States follows through on what appears to be its intention not merely to 
withdraw future funds but current funds as well. A very large number of countries-
107-voted for Palestine's membership of  UNESCO.  There  were  52  abstentions  
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and 14 countries voted against. Therefore it was a fairly solid commitment to 
Palestinian membership. On the question of funding, we will have to wait and see 
how the matter turns out. Certainly there are major difficulties to be faced and 
resolved. 

Lord Liddle: … The fundamental issue behind this question is how strongly we are 
prepared to make clear to the United States our difference of view on the recognition of 
Palestinian statehood. While the Government's position was sympathetic, it was 
ultimately a decision to have no position-to vote neither for nor against. How does this 
advance the peace process and the cause of a two-state solution, given the present 
stalemate and Israel's very recent decision to announce further settlements that will be 
deeply counterproductive? Should we not be more robust on these issues? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: That is, of course, a broader question. The noble Lord 
is absolutely right that the question of Palestinian statehood lies behind the 
question of whether partial arrangements, as it were, for statehood should be 
made by Palestine applying to various UN organisations, of which UNESCO is 
one. It is the judgment and view of Her Majesty's Government that the way 
forward must be by negotiation for the emergence of the Palestinian state. We 
reserve the right to recognise the Palestinian state at the moment of our choosing. 
We take the view that a fragmented application to UNSECO and other bodies is 
probably a mistake and will delay negotiation. We also take the view that, if the 
matter is to go to the Security Council-I say "if"-and if then, as is almost certain, 
the Americans vetoed it, that, too, would set back negotiation very substantially. It 
may be rather limited now but it is going to be even more limited-indeed, it will 
screw it up completely-if that course is followed. There are plenty of ifs and buts in 
the future. Beyond that, there is the possibility that it might go to the General 
Assembly as well, but all these matters have yet to be decided. … 

Lord Dubs: My Lords, is not the real issue that, given that no sensible negotiations are 
taking place, the Palestinians have very few options left and that their bid to become 
members of the United Nations, and initially of UNESCO, is the only way forward for 
them? If we keep talking about negotiations when they are not happening, are we not 
simply saying, "Let us leave it as it is."? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I am not sure that the noble Lord has got that right at 
all. It is perfectly true that Mr Netanyahu is not, or does not appear to be, a great 
proponent of negotiations at the present time, but the quartet is proposing some 
views. We think that there are pressures that can carry negotiation forward and 
we are not at all convinced that the Palestine statehood idea, if it went to the 
Security Council and produced the veto and the freezing up of negotiations all 
round, would be much of an improvement on the situation. I agree with him that it 
is not good, but it would certainly be very much worse in our view if we followed 
this course. 

Lord Grocott: My Lords, in terms of acts that could be considered to be threatening to 
any future peace talks, surely there can be no equality between on the one hand the 
Palestinians wanting full membership of UNESCO, which is a fairly benign movement in 
its way, and on the other hand a profoundly aggressive movement: the continuing 
extension of settlements in the Occupied Territories? There really is no equality, surely, 
between those two acts. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: No, none whatever. We regard the continued 
expansion of settlements as illegal, most unwise and highly provocative. That is 
part of the broad scene, and that must halt as part of the move forward to the 
negotiation that will bring Palestine to its full and rightful statehood. I agree. I am 
not quite sure what point the noble Lord is making. There is no comparison at all. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111116-
0001.htm#11111636000680  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111116-0001.htm#11111636000680
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111116-0001.htm#11111636000680
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Middle East Peace Process 
The Earl of Sandwich: To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress the Middle East 
quartet has made towards a comprehensive peace in the Middle East.[HL13152] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK works closely with the members of the quartet and its special 
representative, Tony Blair. 
We welcome the 23 September quartet statement which provides a clear 
timetable for a return to, and conclusion of, negotiations. This statement refers to 
parameters outlined in President Obama's speech of 19 May, which we support. 
Getting the parties back to credible negotiations towards a two-state solution 
remains our primary objective. Both parties stated their willingness to talk in their 
speeches to the UN General Assembly in September. On 26 October the quartet 
envoys met separately with the chief negotiators from both sides to begin 
discussions on borders and security. We continue to urge both parties to respond 
positively to the quartet's efforts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111116w0001.htm#111
11643000402  
 
 

Department for International Development 

Food for families in Gaza: How UK aid is helping people get access to safe and 
nutritious food 
… The ongoing conflict and restricted access in and out of Gaza has caused the 
economy to all but collapse. … more than half of Gaza's population is food insecure - 
meaning they can't rely on access to the sufficient, safe and nutritious food that they need 
to survive. … 
DFID works with a number of these donors to address the wider challenges facing Gaza. 
In particular, we are working with Israel, the EU and the UN to help improve movement 
and access to and from Gaza, support economic growth and enable people to return to 
work, which will help to reduce dependency on aid. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Stories/Case-Studies/2011/Food-for-families-in-Gaza/  

 
 

United Nations 

UN honours two activists for their work promoting tolerance and non-violence 
An Afghan women’s rights campaigner and a Palestinian peace activist are the winners of 
a United Nations award recognizing their outstanding contributions to the promotion of 
tolerance and non-violence, the UN announced today. … 
Mr. Awwad will receive recognition for his work as a peace activist and leader in the 
reconciliation process between Palestinians and Israelis. He heads the Palestinian 
Branch of the Parents Circle Families Forum, an organization of Palestinians and Israelis 
who have lost immediate family members in the conflict, and is one of the founders of AI-
Tariq (The Way), a Palestinian institution for development and democracy. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40413&Cr=tolerance&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111116w0001.htm#11111643000402
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111116w0001.htm#11111643000402
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Stories/Case-Studies/2011/Food-for-families-in-Gaza/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/2011_unesco_madanjeet_singh_prize_for_the_promotion_of_tolerance_and_non_violence_to_be_awarded_to_anarkali_honaryar_afghanistan_and_khaled_abu_awwad_palestine/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40413&Cr=tolerance&Cr1
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0111/amend/am111-
a.htm  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/29678.aspx 

 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/BusinessBulletin/44125.aspx  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
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The census and social science (30 November 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/science-and-technology-committee/news/111109-new-inquiry---census/  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
 
Proposals for Legislation on organ and tissue donation (Welsh Assembly 
Government) (closing date 31 January 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organ/?lang=en  
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