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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Council of Europe (UK Chairmanship) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111027/debtext/111027-
0002.htm#11102759000001  

 

includes: 
col 548  John Mann: … there have been successful prosecutions of people who have 
used the internet for the purpose of hate crimes, and I applaud that. Successive 
Attorneys-General have worked hard to ensure successful prosecutions of those who 
abuse their ability to express themselves freely on the internet and, in so doing, stir up 
hatred and restrict the freedom of expression of others, including the victims whom they 
target. 
… The internet is now the place where anti-Semitic filth is spread, be it the old hatreds, 
the blood libels, the resurrecting of the protocols of the Elders of Zion, or the new hatreds 
caused by a failure to differentiate between legitimate criticism of the state of Israel and 
attacks on Jewish people. A wide array of offences are being committed on the internet, 
across Europe and across this country today, and there have been new developments in 
recent times. Social media sites such as YouTube carry videos, and social networking 
sites such as Facebook publish messages promoting anti-Semitic themes. In blogs, not 
least those in online newspapers, a particular theme will give rise to a string of anti-
Semitic or other offensive hate messages aimed at a specific group. That is one of the 
problems and dilemmas surrounding the internet. 
In case any Member is not aware of the sort of stuff that is published, let me give some 
recent examples. Here is a nice little one which comes from somewhere quite close to 
my constituency. Someone has just posted this: 
“Throw the jew down the well 
So my country can be free 
You must grab him by his horns 
Then we have a big party”. 
What a charming post! The following example is from a press statement: 
“The Muslims joining the demonstration called upon the Muslim armies to march forth to 
fight the Jews, eradicate Israel and purify the earth of Jewish filth”. 
These examples come from this country, and there are vast amounts of this material. 
The abuse is not only anti-Semitic; other hatreds are expressed as  well.  Various  groups  
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of people are targeted. Gay rights groups have identified this as a problem, for example. 
Other issues can be involved. Sometimes people who are isolated in some way can be 
targeted, such as through cyber-bullying, which is a huge new problem. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111027/debtext/111027-
0003.htm    

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Middle East: Water 
includes: 
col 949  Lord Alderdice:  … when we have gone to these countries and Governments, 
and have been able to bring many of them together in conferences in Turkey, 
Switzerland and elsewhere, it has been clear that there are opportunities to co-operate. 
Noble Lords will not be surprised to know that we very quickly ran into the problem that 
most countries in the region simply would not sit down with the Israeli Government. We 
tried various ways to facilitate that but we came to the conclusion that for the present that 
is not possible, which is a dreadful pity. The Israeli Government and the Israeli scientific 
community have been remarkable in the developments of technology that they have 
been able to make in their region. … 

 

col 952  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … I take a certain amount of pessimism from his 
comment about people not being able to sit down, but Israel and Jordan have been 
sitting down quietly on this issue. I believe the way forward is shown by water technology 
in Israel, as he referred to. Israel is a leading producer of alternative, marginal water-
essentially, desalination and waste-water treatment. … 
In the Palestinian territories in the West Bank, waste-water treatment is sadly poor and 
there is no production of desalinated water. … With Gaza's geographical position on the 
coast, there is a huge potential for more desalination. … 
I welcome The Blue Peace report on which this debate is based. There is, however, a 
view in the region that existing co-operation on water resources in what is called the 
southern circle in the book-that is, Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian territories-is already 
more advanced than the proposals in the report. … Next week, Israel is planning to hold 
a course on desalination in Israel for Palestinians and Jordanians. Next week, too, the 
biannual meeting of another regional organisation for co-operation on water, EXACT, will 
take place in Jerusalem. At the same time, a new trilateral project between Israel, Jordan 
and the Palestinians, managed and sponsored by the USA and Norway, will be launched 
to deal with monitoring polluted ground water. … 
Israel implements its commitments on water provision. … if one takes into account the 
multilateral regional co-operation, it can be said that the water situation is in some ways 
the opposite of the political situation in the region. … 

 

col 956  Lord Williams of Baglan: … In the Middle East, differences between states are 
too often seen through the prism of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The issue of water raised by 
the noble Lord, Lord Alderdice, is one such. Palestinians believe strongly and with some 
justification that their water resources have been taken advantage of by settlers in the 
West Bank. One often hears that argument, with less justification, in Lebanon and other 
Arab countries. It often fails to recognise the fact that while Israel goes to great lengths to 
preserve its water supplies, Lebanon's infrastructure, for example, is woefully inadequate 
in this regard.  

 

col 960  Baroness Deech: … as a result of the peace treaty between Israel and Jordan 
in 1994, Israel provides Jordan with a significant  contribution to  Amman's  water supply,  
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plus a storage capacity, and in return Israel is allowed to pump groundwater from the 
Arava basin from wells in Jordan. Israel and Palestine have an active joint water 
committee that meets regularly and Israel supplies water to Gaza, although maintenance 
is another issue. … Israel can hardly be expected to reach a deal with Syria over Lake 
Kinneret while that country is in a state of uprising. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111027-
0002.htm#11102765000764  
 

… At Ben Gurion University in the Negev there is funded a joint project between Israelis 
and Palestinians to address clean water issues in the West Bank area of Nablus; the 
team includes one person from Ben Gurion University, a professor from the Biodiversity 
and Environmental Research Centre in Nablus and an American. … Also at Ben Gurion 
University, researchers have an award from the NATO Science for Peace programme to 
work on desalination in Jordan and in Israel; they work in collaboration with colleagues 
from the Hashemite University of Jordan and from the US. Ben Gurion University has its 
first Jordanian PhD student. …  
There is a project known as the Red Sea-Dead Sea Canal project, already mentioned 
this afternoon-sometimes called the peace conduit-which, if it comes to fruition, will be a 
joint Israel-Palestine-Jordan undertaking. It envisages a pipeline from one sea to the 
other that would carry up to 2 billion cubic metres of seawater per annum to the Dead 
Sea, of which half could be desalinated and the rest would replenish the Dead Sea. …  
It does not help the situation for accusations to be flung by one country at another. They 
are all in it together. Amnesty International rather predictably whipped up what has been 
called hydro-hysteria in its report Thirsting for Justice in 2009, which took a one-sided 
approach to the evidence on water resources between Israel and Palestine. … 
… I am cheered and wish to end with the words of the Jordanian PhD student at Ben 
Gurion University, who maintains that water is a great conduit for peace in the region. He 
says: "The problem in what's happening right now in the region is that there's no trust at 
all between our leaders-but between our scientists there is trust". … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111027-0003.htm  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the hunger strike protest by Palestinian 
prisoners against conditions in Israeli prisons.[HL12480] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We are aware that Palestinian prisoners have been on 
hunger strike since 27 September. This was suspended for three days while 
awaiting confirmation that the Israeli prison service will officially end its policy on 
punitive isolation. Other demands, including education, seem to have been met as 
part of the prisoner exchange deal on 18 October. 
The UK is continuing to monitor closely the situation with regard to Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli prisons. We regularly raise our concerns with the Israeli 
authorities and issue statements as appropriate, emphasising that Palestinian 
prisoners should have access to a fair trial, and that Israel should ensure that it 
treats detainees in accordance with international law. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the discharge of sewage from settlements 
across the West Bank onto Palestinian villages and land, in recent months and currently. 
[HL12483] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We raise the issue of settlements, which we view as 
illegal under international law, with Israel on a regular basis.  We have not lobbied  
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specifically on the issue of sewage from settlements, but are concerned about its 
impact on Palestinian communities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111027w0001.htm#111
02756000427  
 

Israel: UN Resolutions 
Mr Gregory Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs if he will make representations to Palestine's Prime Minister Salam Fayyad on the 
need to begin discussions with the Israeli Government to agree a solution in the Middle 
East. [76983] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to believe that the best way to achieve a lasting 
solution to the Middle East Peace Process is through negotiations. Our focus is on 
doing all we can to achieve this—putting pressure on both sides. The British 
Consul General to Jerusalem most recently discussed the issue with Palestinian 
Prime Minister Fayyad on 6 October. 

We welcome the statement issued by the Quartet on 23 September. Getting the parties 
back to genuine negotiations is our primary objective. The statement refers to the 
parameters set out by President Obama in May, with which we agree. It also sets a clear 
timetable for talks. Both parties stated their willingness to talk in their speeches to the UN 
General Assembly. We are urging both parties to respond positively to the Quartet's 
invitation. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111027/text/111027w0
001.htm#11102778000008  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (2321) Legia Warsaw football club – That this House notes the unfurling of 
a 90 metre long banner by Legia Warsaw football fans in a match against Israeli team 
Hapoel Tel Aviv last month emblazoned with the words Jihad Legia; further notes this 
was not the first time the banner had been used; condemns the fans who brought the 
banner into the stadium; further notes the unsatisfactory findings of Polish prosecutors 
that the case was offensive but not criminal; believes the act was distasteful and 
offensive and requires further action; calls on UEFA to punish Legia Warsaw when it 
addresses the matter on 17 November 2011; and further calls on the Football Association 
to raise the matter with UEFA at the earliest opportunity in relation to planning for the 
Euro 2012 football tournament. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2321  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

Guidelines for Educators on Countering Intolerance and Discrimination against 
Muslims: Addressing Islamophobia through Education 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/84495?download=true  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0100/amend/am100-c.htm  
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
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Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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