
 1

 

27 October 2011
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Internet (Governance) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111026/halltext/111026
h0001.htm#11102653000003  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
6. Michael Connarty (Linlithgow and East Falkirk) (Lab): What plans [the Minister of 
State, Department for International Development] has to visit Palestine to assess the 
humanitarian situation. [76683] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): I visited the west bank in July and saw at first hand the difficulties faced 
by Palestinians, particularly in Area C. The Secretary of State is keen to visit when 
his schedule permits. 

Michael Connarty: I am grateful for that positive response from the Minister. I am sure 
that, like me, he reads the reports of the Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs occupied Palestinian territory, which I believe every Member should look at 
regularly. Some 90% of the water in the aquifer in Gaza is undrinkable, while up to 80 
million litres of raw or partly treated sewage is going into the sea, and the Israeli 
authorities have just bulldozed six wells on the west bank. Surely nothing can be more 
pressing than a man-made humanitarian disaster on this scale. We must take positive 
action, and the Secretary of State must go and see it for himself. 

Mr Duncan: Notwithstanding the difficulties of getting into Gaza, we have a broad 
measure of sympathy with what the hon. Gentleman has said. We are deeply 
concerned about the impact of restrictions on Palestinians living in Area C and 
Gaza. Access to water and land is restricted, food insecurity is high, and 18% of 
Palestinians in the west bank are living below the poverty line. 

Martin Horwood (Cheltenham) (LD): The minority Bedouin population of Israel and the 
Palestinian territories is particularly  vulnerable to the conflicts over water,  land  use  and  
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] 

boundaries in that part of the world. Will Ministers raise their plight with the Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities as an urgent humanitarian priority? 

Mr Duncan: We do that regularly, and—in answer both to that question and the 
previous question—we also reiterate that Palestinians have access to only 20% of 
west bank water resources, which means that Palestinians have the lowest 
access to fresh water in the region. As the hon. Member for Linlithgow and East 
Falkirk (Michael Connarty) said, 90% of drinking water in Gaza does not meet 
international standards. We continue to call on Israel to cease actions that prevent 
Palestinians from gaining access to the clean drinking water to which we are all 
entitled. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111026/debtext/11102
6-0001.htm#11102646000023  

 
 

Quartet 

Quartet Envoys meetings with Israeli and Palestinian negotiators 
… Quartet Envoys and Quartet Representative Blair met separately with the Parties in 
Jerusalem to begin implementation of the Quartet statement of 23 September 2011. Both 
Parties expressed their readiness to engage with the Quartet, on the basis of its 
statement of 23 September, to overcome the current obstacles and resume direct 
bilateral negotiations without delay or preconditions. The Parties agreed with the Quartet 
to come forward with comprehensive proposals on territory and security within three 
months in the context of our shared commitment to the objective of direct negotiations 
leading toward an agreement by the end of 2012. Envoys reiterated the Quartet call of 23 
September upon the parties to refrain from provocative actions if negotiations are to be 
effective. Quartet Envoys agreed with the parties to meet regularly for the next 90 days to 
review progress. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/125692.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

In UN-backed talks, Israel and Palestinians agree to offer peace proposals 
The United Nations and its diplomatic partners in the search for peace in the Middle East 
met separately today with Israeli and Palestinian officials in Jerusalem, with both sides 
agreeing to come forward with comprehensive proposals on territory and security within 
three months. … Those efforts involve a series of steps and a timetable with the aim of 
reaching a lasting Middle East peace agreement by the end of next year, with today's 
separate meetings being the first phase to agree on the agenda and method for 
negotiations. 
“Both parties expressed their readiness to engage with the Quartet, on the basis of its 
statement of 23 September, to overcome the current obstacles and resume direct 
bilateral negotiations without delay or preconditions,” the Quartet envoys said in a news 
release after the meetings, which were also attended by Quartet Representative Tony 
Blair, the former United Kingdom prime minister. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40213&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0100/amend/am100-b.htm  
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
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Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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