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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Civil Partnerships 
Mr Allen: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities what meetings she (a) has held 
and (b) plans to hold with religious groups and religious representatives to discuss the 
proposals for civil marriage for gay and lesbian people. [76143] 

Lynne Featherstone: The Government announced on 17 September the 
Government's intention to publish a formal consultation document on equal civil 
marriage in March 2012. From now until the publication of the consultation myself 
and officials in the Government Equalities Office will be meeting with a wide range 
of people with an interest in this issue, including lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender groups and religious and non-religious organisations, to help shape 
the formal consultation document. 
These meetings are scheduled to take place over the coming weeks and are 
being held on a confidential basis. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0
002.htm#11102559000092  
 

English Baccalaureate: Religion 
Pat Glass: To ask the Secretary of State for Education how many representations he 
has received on the proposed exclusion of religious education from the English 
baccalaureate. [74528] 

Mr Gibb: The Department has received 2,776 pieces of correspondence about 
the decision not to include religious education in the English baccalaureate since 
September 2010. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0
002.htm#11102559000096  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0002.htm#11102559000092
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Jewish/Arab Relations 
17. Luciana Berger: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what support his Department is providing to projects promoting co-existence 
between Jewish and Arab citizens of Israel. [76309] 

Alistair Burt: In 2010-11, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office is funding a 
number of projects, through the Middle East and North Africa Conflict Pool, on co-
existence including enhancing the capacity of Arab entrepreneurs to access 
increased employment opportunities in the Israeli High-Tech sector. 
We are also providing funding to train and support the placement of Arabic 
teachers into Jewish schools as part of a cultural bridge programme. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0
003.htm#11102559000114  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the ability of independent doctors to visit 
prisoners in Israeli prisons to ensure that international law is being upheld.[HL12481] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: Our embassy officials have raised the issue of access 
to doctors with the Israeli Prison Service. The Government of Israel have 
committed to treat prisoners in line with international human rights standards. The 
UK will continue to monitor the situation with regard to Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli prisons and encourage the Government of Israel to meet their stated 
commitments. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding permission for the new settlement at Givat 
Hamatos in Jerusalem which would cut off the West Bank from East 
Jerusalem.[HL12482] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: Following the announcement by the Israeli Government 
of the creation of a new settlement at Givat Hamatos, my right honourable friend 
the Foreign Secretary issued the following statement: "I am dismayed by the 
Israeli announcement on 14 October of a new settlement at Givat Hamatos. This 
provocative step, which further encloses East Jerusalem, is particularly 
disappointing given the international condemnation of the expansion of the Mordot 
Gilo settlement just a few weeks ago. Settlements are not only illegal under 
international law, but also undermine the possibility of a two state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable peace. I call again 
for these announcements to be revoked. Together with our EU and other partners 
we will make very clear to the Israeli Government the strength of our concern". 
We raise the issue of settlements, which we view as illegal under international law, 
with Israel on a regular basis. Most recently our ambassador to Tel Aviv raised the 
issue of Givat Hamatos with Communications Minister Kahlon on 18 October. The 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), raised 
this issue with the Israeli ambassador to London on 3 October. My right 
honourable friend the Foreign Secretary also raised the issue of settlements with 
the Israeli Foreign Minister when he met him at the UN General Assembly on 23 
September. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111025w0001.htm#111
02553000456  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0003.htm#11102559000114
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0003.htm#11102559000114
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111025w0001.htm#11102553000456
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111025w0001.htm#11102553000456
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Israel 
18. Grahame M. Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the recent settlement announcements by the 
Israeli government. [76310] 

Alistair Burt: The position of this Government on settlements is unequivocal—
settlements are illegal, provocative and a significant obstacle to peace. They must 
stop. I was dismayed at the announcement of the Israeli Government of 14 
October for plans of a new settlement at Givat Hamatos, and I reiterate my call for 
this plan and that for other settlements to be revoked. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0
003.htm#11102559000115  
 

Detentions (Israeli Military Prisons) 
13. Ian Lavery (Wansbeck) (Lab): What recent reports he has received on the 
continued detention of Palestinian children in Israeli military prisons. [76305] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): We receive regular reports about the detention of 
Palestinian children from a non-governmental organisation, Defence for Children 
International. We remain concerned about the detention of children in military jails 
and the prosecution of children through military courts. 

Ian Lavery: Will the Minister confirm the UK Government’s full support for UNICEF, 
which is calling for the immediate release of the 164 children in the Israeli military 
prisons? Will he assure the House that as the relevant Minister he will do everything in 
his power to get these kids reunited with their families? 

Alistair Burt: When I was in Israel a few months ago, I raised this matter directly 
with the Minister responsible, indicating the UK’s concerns about both the 
detention and the treatment of children. The Israelis have recently raised the age 
of criminal responsibility in the territories from 16 to 18, so it is the same as for 
Israeli children. None the less, I know that the Israeli Government do take 
seriously the fact that children are detained in circumstances that cause concern 
to NGOs and UNICEF, and we will continue to press them on this. 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Does my hon. Friend agree that the tragedy of some of 
these Palestinian children in Israeli prisons has arisen because some of them have been 
groomed as terrorists by Hamas and Islamic Jihad, which goes against the Geneva 
convention and all kinds of international law? [Interruption] Will he take steps with the 
Palestinian Authority to try to ensure that children are not used in that way? 

Alistair Burt: I hear comments from others, but my hon. Friend makes a fair point; 
the tragedy is that children have been used. There was a regrettable incident in 
which a Down’s syndrome youngster was a suicide bomber. It is not wrong for 
anyone to be alert to those risks. None the less, the majority of these children are 
not detained for such reasons and it is essential that Israel makes the right 
distinction between the two in order to retain international credibility and to ensure 
its own security. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/11102
5-0001.htm#11102537000037  
 

Palestinian Territories 
1. Mike Freer (Finchley and Golders Green) (Con): What assessment he has made of 
the economic situation in the Palestinian territories; and if he will make a statement. 
[76293] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): May I first offer the apologies of the Foreign Secretary to 
the House? As I think the House knows, he is on his way to Australia—not, this 
time, to liberate it or meet a new regime but to attend the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government meeting. I am sure we all wish him well. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0003.htm#11102559000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0003.htm#11102559000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000037
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There has been growth in the occupied Palestinian territories over the past couple 
of years, variously rated at between 6% and 10%. Things are easier in the west 
bank than in Gaza, but the United Kingdom has been supporting economic 
development in both areas. 

Mike Freer: Will my hon. Friend update the House on what steps have been taken, and 
what more can be done, to increase the flow of goods into the Palestinian territories? 

Alistair Burt: Last year, following the difficulties over the flotilla, Israel moved 
from having a list of 120 goods that were allowed in to a less restrictive list. Efforts 
have been made to ease the amount going in, but more can still be done. For 
instance, 18 times the amount of concrete that goes into Gaza legitimately goes in 
through the tunnels, thus losing revenue and not providing the support that is 
needed for the construction of schools and so on. There is more to be done, and 
we press Israel to ease the restrictions still further for political and economic 
reasons. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): As we are talking about the economy 
of the west bank, I point out that more than 100,000 families depend on the olive oil 
industry, which accounts for 40% of the west bank’s agricultural production. Some 7,500 
olive trees have been uprooted by Israeli settlers since January, and the Israeli human 
rights organisation Yesh Din has reported 97 incidents, but none has led to any 
prosecutions or indictments. Does the Minister agree that that is unacceptable, and that 
the UK Government should make representations to the Israeli Government? 

Alistair Burt: We continue to make representations on all examples of activities 
that we believe will damage the economy of the occupied Palestinian territories. 
The hon. Gentleman’s point about agricultural produce is a good one. Agricultural 
exports from the Palestinian territories were 10 times greater in 2010 than in 
2009, but one tenth of what they were in 2006. That gives a measure of the 
problem. We do indeed raise the matter, and we ask both sides to continue their 
efforts towards negotiations on a final settlement that would, of course, ultimately 
be in the economic interest of both. 

Martin Horwood (Cheltenham) (LD): The prisoner exchange involving Gilad Shalit has 
been presented by Hamas in Gaza as a victory. Does the Minister agree that the cause 
of moderate Palestinian opinion, and perhaps even the Palestinian economy, could 
receive a boost from a successful bid for recognition of its statehood at the United 
Nations? 

Alistair Burt: There are two issues there. First, the unconscionable detention of 
Gilad Shalit by Hamas was no cause for any victory celebration. We certainly 
welcome the fact that he has been released and hope that it indicates at least 
some degree of movement between the two parties. Ultimately, of course, what 
will benefit all is a negotiated settlement that leads to an independent Palestine 
side by side with a sovereign and recognised Israel. All the work that the United 
Kingdom does is to ensure that that is the most likely outcome of the various 
discussions that are taking place through the Quartet and the UN alike. 

Ian Lucas (Wrexham) (Lab): Businesses in the Palestinian territories repeatedly stress 
that economic progress fundamentally depends on political progress. As the position of 
the UK Government is to support the establishment of a viable Palestinian state, will the 
Minister update us on their position on the recognition of such a state by the United 
Nations? 

Alistair Burt: I welcome the hon. Gentleman to his position on the Front Bench. 
We know that he will acquit himself of his duties extremely well. 
Economically, an ultimate settlement of the issue between Israel and Palestine will 
bring benefits to all and is essential. We play our part by supporting the economy, 
with some £80 million this year going to the west bank and Gaza. However, the 
ultimate settlement will depend not so much on any universal declaration as on 
the process of negotiation. At present there has been no resolution put forward for 
the United Kingdom to vote on, and it is  still  not  clear  whether  the  UN  process  
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would be through the Security Council alone or through the General Assembly. 
However, the UK will always use its vote in the best interests of ensuring that the 
likelihood of negotiations towards a final settlement is assisted rather than 
hindered. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/11102
5-0001.htm#11102537000025  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Clive Betts (Sheffield South East) (Lab): With regard to the eventual vote at the 
United Nations on Palestinian statehood, if the Government were to adopt a position that 
they would vote in favour of such a motion only if a comprehensive peace agreement had 
first been agreed, does not that effectively give the Israeli Government a veto over 
Palestine ever becoming a state? 

Alistair Burt: I am not sure that that does represent the United Kingdom’s 
position. Attempts have been made to tease it out of me and the Foreign 
Secretary on many occasions and we will not succumb on this one. No resolution 
has been put to the United Nations on which a decision needs to be taken. We 
have made it clear that we wish to see a negotiated settlement, which is the only 
way in which this will finally be settled, and any vote we use in the UN, whether in 
the Security Council or the General Assembly, will be used to best effect to 
ensure that those negotiations continue and are successful rather than anything 
that might be a hindrance. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/11102
5-0001.htm#11102537000040  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they expect to make a 
decision on the recognition as a sovereign state of Palestine.[HL12484] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK's position on recognition of a Palestinian state is clear: a 
Palestinian state is a legitimate goal, and the best way of achieving this is through 
a comprehensive agreement between Israel and the Palestinians. The UK has 
deliberately reserved its position on the question of recognition of Palestinian 
statehood while we continue to urge all parties back to talks. Withholding our 
position in this way, along with other European partners, maintains the pressure 
on both sides to show the flexibility needed to enable a return to negotiations. 
President Abbas submitted the Palestinian application for full membership of the 
UN on 23 September. No vote is imminent in the Security Council, while the 
membership committee considers its recommendation. So far we have not been 
presented with a detailed proposal on which to take a position. Whether the 
committee returns the issue to the Security Council, or whether President Abbas 
decides to turn to the General Assembly, the UK will use its vote in a way which 
increases the likelihood of a return to meaningful negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111025w0001.htm#111
02553000465  
 

Palestine 
16. Mr Betts: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his policy is on the admission of Palestine to the United Nations. [76308] 

Alistair Burt: President Abbas submitted the Palestinian application for full 
membership of the UN on 23 September. No vote is imminent in the Security 
Council, while the membership committee considers its recommendation. So far 
we have not been presented with a detailed proposal on which to take a position. 
Whether the committee returns the issue to the Security Council, or whether 
president Abbas decides to turn to the General Assembly,  the UK will use its vote  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111025w0001.htm#11102553000465
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111025w0001.htm#11102553000465
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in a way which increases the likelihood of a return to meaningful negotiations. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0
002.htm#11102559000113  
 

Syria 
10. Stephen Metcalfe (South Basildon and East Thurrock) (Con): Syria, much like 
Iran, continues to brutally suppress its own people, flagrantly abuses human rights, and 
is still funding international terrorist organisations such as Hamas and Hezbollah on 
Israel’s borders. What pressure can the Government exert on Syria to stop further 
bloodshed? 

Alistair Burt: The Government have been in the lead in promoting action in the 
European Union and the United Nations. The European Union has imposed seven 
rounds of sanctions on Syria, involving some 56 individuals and 19 entities, and 
most recently has put pressure on its oil exports, which constitute some 25% of its 
revenue. Further efforts will be made in the United Nations, although unfortunately 
a resolution that we had helped to draw up was vetoed by Russia and China on 4 
October. It is vital for the United Nations to speak with one voice in its 
condemnation of what is happening in Syria. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/11102
5-0001.htm#11102537000034  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
 

Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0002.htm#11102559000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/text/111025w0002.htm#11102559000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111025/debtext/111025-0001.htm#11102537000034
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
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