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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Arms Export Controls 
includes 
col 352WH  Jeremy Corbyn: … On the question of the suspension of arms exports to 
Israel, particularly surrounding Operation Cast Lead in 2008-09, the Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, the hon. Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt) had an interesting exchange of views with the Chair of the 
Select Committee. On 10 February 2011, he said: “I can confirm that UK policy on the 
export of controlled goods and equipment to Israel has not changed since the Coalition 
Government took office. All export licence applications to Israel are considered on a 
case-by-case basis against the Consolidated EU and National Export Licensing Criteria.” 
The Select Committee then quite rightly said: “We further recommend that if the 
Government is unable to identify any such arms or components of arms, it formally 
withdraws the statement of policy quoted in this paragraph.” 
There is a belief that the weapons are actually used to further the occupation of the west 
bank and Gaza and not for the national defence of Israel. This is a critical area of policy 
that needs to be further examined. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111020/halltext/111020
h0001.htm#11102035000001  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Tzipi Livni 
Dr Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on 
what date it was agreed that the recent visit of Tzipi Livni should be given Special 
Mission status; and on what grounds the decision was made. [75692] 

Alistair Burt: In relation to the visit to the UK by the Leader of the Opposition of 
Israel, Mrs Livni, on 5-6 October 2011, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend, the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), agreed on 27 September 2011 that she should visit the UK in order to 
discuss matters of mutual interest in relations between Israel and the UK. Detailed 
arrangements for the visit were then agreed between the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) and the embassy of Israel. 
In FCO practice,  there  are no  prescribed  formalities for  consenting to a  special  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111020/halltext/111020h0001.htm#11102035000001
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mission, but such consent may be inferred from the circumstances of any given 
visit. The decision for special mission status for each visit is treated on its own 
merits. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111020/text/111020w0
002.htm#11102052000054  
 

Israel: Politics and Government 
Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether he has recently raised the issue of illegal settlement building with his 
Israeli counterpart. [73296] 

Mr Hague: We raise the issue of settlements, which we view as illegal under 
international law, with the Israelis on a regular basis. 
Following the announcement by the Israeli Government of the creation of a new 
settlement at Givat Hamatos, I issued the following statement: “I am dismayed by 
the Israeli announcement on 14 October of a new settlement at Givat Hamatos. 
This provocative step, which further encloses East Jerusalem, is particularly 
disappointing given the international condemnation of the expansion of the Mordot 
Gilo settlement just a few weeks ago. Settlements are not only illegal under 
international law, but also undermine the possibility of a two state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable peace. I call again 
for these announcements to be revoked. Together with our EU and other partners 
we will make very clear to the Israeli government the strength of our concern.” 
I raised the issue of settlements with the Israeli Foreign Minister when I met him at 
the UN General Assembly on 23 September. The British ambassador to Tel Aviv 
raised the issue of the Mordot Gilo settlement and UK concerns with both Israeli 
National Security Adviser Amidror and chief negotiator Molho on 2 October. The 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend 
the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), raised this issue with the 
Israeli ambassador to London on 3 October. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/text/111019w0
002.htm#11101967000048  
 

Gaza 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what proportion of the aid they have 
committed to help rebuild homes and public buildings in Gaza, including schools and 
hospitals, which have been damaged or destroyed by Israeli military forces, cannot be 
used because of the restrictions on the importation of building materials to Gaza imposed 
by Israel's blockade.[HL11585] 

Baroness Verma: DfID does not provide aid directly for reconstruction in Gaza. 
We do, however, provide funding to the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
including for the reconstruction of homes and public buildings. We are therefore 
concerned that only 28 per cent of UNRWA's programme of work for Gaza has 
been approved by Israel and that difficulties in securing materials for 
reconstruction projects continues to delay progress. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019w0001.htm#111
01938000357  
 

Middle East Peace Process 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their current 
assessment of the progress of the Middle East peace process.[HL12280] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We continue to believe that the best way to achieve a lasting solution 
is through negotiations. Our focus is on doing all we can to achieve this-putting 
pressure on both sides. 
We welcome the  statement issued by the  quartet on  23 September.  Getting  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111020/text/111020w0002.htm#11102052000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111020/text/111020w0002.htm#11102052000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/text/111019w0002.htm#11101967000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/text/111019w0002.htm#11101967000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019w0001.htm#11101938000357
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019w0001.htm#11101938000357
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parties back to genuine negotiations is our primary objective. The statement refers 
to the parameters set out by President Obama in May, with which we agree. It 
also sets a clear timetable for talks. Both parties stated their willingness to talk in 
their speeches to the UN General Assembly-we are urging both parties to respond 
positively to the quartet's invitation. 
Palestinian President Abbas has lodged an application for full Palestinian 
membership of the UN. We do not anticipate an imminent vote in the UN Security 
Council on this request. Whether the membership committee returns the issue to 
the Security Council, or whether President Abbas decides to turn to the General 
Assembly, the UK will use its vote in a way that increases the likelihood of a return 
to meaningful negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019w0001.htm#111
01938000368  
 

Middle East: Overseas Aid 
Karen Lumley: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what contribution has been made by (a) the Government and (b) the EU to the funding of 
the Middle East Quartet in each of the last five years. [75367] 

Alistair Burt: The Government have been seconding three members of staff to 
work in the Office of the Quartet Representative since 2007. Two members of 
staff are funded by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and one by the 
Department for International Development (DFID). In 2007-08 DFID provided 
£400,000 for running costs. Since then the Government have not provided any 
further financial contributions to the Middle East Quartet, other than the staff 
mentioned above. We are not aware of any EU funding to the Quartet. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/text/111019w0
002.htm#11101967000050  
 

 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office gives update on human rights in countries of concern  
The Foreign Office has published new reporting on the 26 countries of concern. The 
quarterly updates cover the period from July to September 2011. … 
We are publishing updates every three months on the countries of concern to highlight 
key human rights events in these countries, and to report on actions that the UK has 
taken. The latest reporting covering July to September is now available online … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=672537782  
 

Israel and the OPTs 
The Embassy has focused significant effort on Israel’s Arab community over the 
last three months. This included allocating £225,000 for projects which aim to 
redress the marginalisation of minorities in Israel, including helping the Israeli 
Arab community integrate better into the Israeli economic mainstream, particularly 
its high tech sector; integrating Arab teachers into Jewish schools; and 
empowering Arab leaders with skills to leverage opportunities for their 
constituencies. 
We continue to monitor legislation that could have negative repercussions on 
Israel’s minorities. We have lobbied the Israeli government at a senior level on the 
potential discriminatory repercussions of a new affirmative action bill for those 
who do not undertake military service, including Israeli Arabs, the ultra-Orthodox 
and the disabled. We have also raised our  concerns with  Israeli  officials over the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019w0001.htm#11101938000368
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019w0001.htm#11101938000368
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/text/111019w0002.htm#11101967000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/text/111019w0002.htm#11101967000050
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=672537782
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Prawer report, approved by the Israeli government on September 11, which 
authorises the relocation of 30,000 Bedouin from unrecognised villages. 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-
concern/israel-and-the-opts/  (towards end of page) 

 
 

United Nations 

UN expert urges more protection against violence for Palestinian children 
A United Nations human rights expert today urged the international community to scale 
up its protection measures for Palestinian children living under occupation in the West 
Bank and Gaza and called on Israel to adopt guidelines in line with humanitarian law for 
children who are arrested or detained by its military authorities. … “Prolonged occupation 
deforms the development of children through pervasive deprivations affecting health, 
education, and overall security,” Mr. Falk warned. “The insecurity of Palestinian children 
is aggravated in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem by settler violence and night 
time raids and detentions by Israeli occupation forces, house demolitions, threatened 
expulsions, and a host of other practices.” … 
In Gaza, he remarked that children are affected by “traumatizing periodic violent 
incursions and sonic booms resulting from over-flights, as well as the still unrepaired 
destruction of refugee camps, residential communities, and public buildings by Israeli 
forces.” … [He] described an incident in which a three-year old girl was taken outside her 
home at 3 a.m. and threatened at gunpoint. “She was told she would be shot and her 
family home destroyed unless she revealed the whereabouts of her brother,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40122&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/358&referer=http://www.un.org/
en/ga/third/66/documentslist.shtml&Lang=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0100/2012100.pdf  
 

http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40122&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/358&referer=http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/66/documentslist.shtml&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/358&referer=http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/66/documentslist.shtml&Lang=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0100/2012100.pdf


 5

 

** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Consolidated written evidence 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/protection/memo/protpbce
vid.pdf  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019-
0001.htm#11101943000345  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/protection/memo/protpbcevid.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/protection/memo/protpbcevid.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019-0001.htm#11101943000345
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111019-0001.htm#11101943000345
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf

	Contents
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

