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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Raed Salah 
Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department on what date she 
authorised the exclusion order against Sheikh Raed Salah. [65078] 

Damian Green: Raed Salah was excluded from the UK on 23 June. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
004.htm#1110114000051  

 
Extremist Groups: Finance 

Shabana Mahmood: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps 
she is taking to alter the criteria for her Department's funding of organisations in order to 
prevent the funding of extremist groups. [70410] 

James Brokenshire: The new Prevent strategy is clear: if organisations do not 
support the values of democracy, human rights, equality before the law and 
participation in society, then we will not fund them. The following guidelines have 
been developed to ensure that organisations funded by central Government are 
working in the public interest: 
1. The screening of organisations and individuals that apply for funding; to verify 
that they subscribe to our shared British values, are not extremist, do not support 
extremism and do not employ extremists;  
2. Systematic monitoring, based on first-hand knowledge of organisations and 
individuals awarded funding, to ensure that initial favourable assessments remain 
valid; and 
3. The capability to take prompt action to suspend or cease funding if concerns 
arise about any funded organisation or individual. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
003.htm#1110114000031  
 

Community Relations: Religion 
Stephen Timms: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
how he plans to consult with faith communities in the future; and if he will reconsider his 
decision to abolish the Faith Communities Consultative Council. [72307] 

Andrew Stunell: The Government remain wholly committed to consulting faith 
communities on the development and implementation of policies that affect them, 
in the most effective way possible. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0004.htm#1110114000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0004.htm#1110114000051
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My ministerial colleagues and I will continue to host tailored meetings with faith 
communities for detailed discussions on specific policies. On occasion there will 
also be the need to have collective round-table meetings to draw on the 
perspectives of faith communities on overarching areas of policy. These should 
take place as and when necessary. 
My Department will continue to lead the process of engagement with all faith 
communities. 
The Government recognise the vital contribution that faith communities make to 
civil society, and we are committed to facilitating linkages and tackling barriers 
that faith groups face. For instance my Department has invested £5 million in the 
Church Urban Fund's Near Neighbours programme, using the local infrastructure 
of the Church of England to build productive relationships between people from 
different faith backgrounds in four key geographical areas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
001.htm#11101043000009  
 

Multiculturalism 
Lord Harries of Pentregarth: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their definition 
of multiculturalism and what is their policy towards it. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): My Lords, the Government do not 
have any particular definition of multiculturalism. They welcome the strength that 
the people of many nations, religions and cultures who live in this country derive 
from their common heritage. By sharing and understanding these differences in 
our communities, we can draw on the full range of their talents and find those 
things that unite us. Segregation for any reason is contrary to the need for all 
communities to integrate and live together in harmony. 

Lord Harries of Pentregarth: I thank the Minister for her reply, but would she not agree 
that it is very important to have a clear definition? In an important speech in Munich 
earlier in the year, the Prime Minister mentioned multiculturalism in a key paragraph but 
gave no definition of it. However, he implied by the end that it encouraged separate 
development. Multiculturalism is what philosophers used to call a "boo word", or "hurrah 
word", so would it not be helpful for everybody if the Government had a very clear 
definition and made clear what they approved of and what they did not approve of? 

Baroness Hanham: My Lords, in talking about people living together and 
communities coming together, it is very hard to say what one approves of and 
what one does not approve of. It is absolutely essential that we all understand that 
in this country we have an enormous number of different nationalities and 
cultures. The one way we can be sure that we will live together is by 
understanding the nature of those cultures. When I say there is no definition, there 
is no definition but, in thinking about it even faintly, one would say that 
multiculturalism is the coming together of communities and the recognition of 
those differences. 

Lord Popat: My Lords, does my noble friend agree that, while cultural diversity and 
tolerance towards other cultures and religions is a good thing, the Government's position 
as set out by the Prime Minister -in Berlin, not Munich-of supporting an overriding and 
unifying national identity and not appeasing or supporting extremist organisations who 
undermine British culture and values, is the right approach? 

Baroness Hanham: My Lords, I think that is what I have been trying to say in my 
two previous answers. The Government are fully aware of the tensions that there 
can be between communities; they are extremely anxious to see that those 
tensions are lessened and will use whatever methods they can to make sure that 
integration comes about and that people are content to live together in this 
country which, on the whole, has been blessed with fewer tensions than 
elsewhere. … 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: My Lords, would  the  noble  Baroness  agree,  having wisely  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0001.htm#11101043000009
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ducked the request to define multiculturalism, that it might really be better if everyone 
including Ministers-and including the Prime Minister-stopped talking about this as an 
"ism" at all? It is utterly misleading to do so. It would surely be better, as I think the noble 
Baroness has started to do in her replies, to address the issues, in a society that is 
necessarily, and will continue to be, multicultural. 

Baroness Hanham: My Lords, "ism" or not, the word is in the vernacular one way 
or another. I do not think it matters whether it is an "ism"; it matters what we mean 
about trying to ensure that people are supported in their own cultures so that, by 
definition, they are made-not made, but supported-to integrate into this 
community. We are perhaps still, despite what has happened recently, one of the 
most tolerant societies. We have one of the largest numbers of nationalities living 
here and, however one defines it or whatever one says-multicultural or 
multiculturalism-we know what we mean and understand that what we mean is 
trying to provide a homogeneous community. 

Lord Knight of Weymouth: What is the Government's policy towards multiculturalism in 
schools? Given the current concerns about the curriculum being squeezed out by the 
EBacc, is the noble Baroness in conversation with Ministers in the Department for 
Education about making sure that there is room in the curriculum for citizenship and that 
schools are continuing to promote community cohesion, as is their statutory duty? 

Baroness Hanham: Schools have a statutory duty to support cohesion, and I 
think most schools do that. One of the most important aspects of bringing up 
children in this community is that they should speak English. There is a very 
strong commitment to ensuring that children are given English lessons at an early 
stage to ensure that they can not only participate in school but understand where 
their friends who are living here are coming from. 
The Department for Education will answer for itself about citizenship, but I can say 
that we will continue to fund classes that encourage English. In general, we think 
that one of the biggest strengths that comes from multiculturalism is speaking 
English, which is the common language. We should bear in mind that people will 
want to continue to support their own ethnic languages, but they must do that in a 
way that ensures that their children and, where possible, the elders all speak 
English. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111011-
0002.htm#11101177000641  
 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation Structure 
Jackie Doyle-Price: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office when the new charitable 
incorporated organisation structure will be announced. [72069] 

Mr Hurd: The draft Secondary Legislation needed to complete the legal 
framework for the Charitable Incorporated Organisation is currently being 
finalised. This is taking longer than expected, as there have been some complex 
issues to resolve on the insolvency and dissolution regime for CIOs. 
Subject to parliamentary approval, implementation is now expected to start in 
early 2012. Implementation will have to be phased to help the Charity 
Commission manage anticipated demand. An announcement will be made in due 
course. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
005.htm#1110117000034  
 

Marriage 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities pursuant to the answer to 
the hon. Member for Glasgow North East of 28 June 2011, Official Report, column 703W, 
on marriage, when the Government Equalities Office expects to begin its consultation on 
reform of marriage and civil partnership law. [72623] 

Lynne Featherstone: We announced on 17 September that we will publish a 
formal, government  consultation  document  in  March  2012  which  will  consider  
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options on equal civil marriage. This would allow us to make any legislative 
changes before the end of this Parliament. 
We are clear that this will only cover civil marriage—not religious marriage. 
Between now and the publication of the consultation, we will be meeting with a 
wide range of people with an interest in this issue, including the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender community and religious and non-religious 
organisations, to help shape the formal consultation document. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
002.htm#11101050000006   
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Politics and Government 
Tony Baldry: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to the Government of Israel on (a) Christians in the 
Holy Land and (b) other issues for movement and access. [72531] 

Alistair Burt: The Government places real importance on the right to freedom of 
religion for all. I visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in July, and 
raised the difficulties faced by Christians and in particular the impact of residency 
restrictions in Jerusalem. 
We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of movement between 
the west bank and East Jerusalem. It remains difficult for Palestinians, including 
Christians, to enter East Jerusalem. Through our embassy in Tel Aviv and 
consulate general in Jerusalem, we have lobbied the appropriate authorities on 
the issue of movement and access. We continue to work closely with the Quartet 
and EU partners, and to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access. 
The Minister of State, my noble Friend the right hon. Lord Howell of Guildford 
delivered a speech to the International Conference on Christians in the Holy Land 
on 19 July 2011. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
006.htm#11101114000027  
 

Egypt: Israel 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what reports he has received of the attack on the Israeli Embassy in Egypt on 9 
September 2011; and if he will make a statement; [R] [72223] 
(2) what discussions he has had with the government of Egypt about the protection of the 
Israeli Embassy in Egypt; what response he received; and if he will make a statement. 
[R] [72231] 

Alistair Burt: The Israeli embassy in Egypt was attacked by protesters on the 
night of 9 September. The Prime Minister made the following statement on 10 
September: “I strongly condemn the attack on the Israeli embassy in Cairo. We 
have urged the Egyptian authorities to meet their responsibilities under the Vienna 
Convention to protect diplomatic property and personnel, including the Israeli 
embassy in Cairo. They have reassured us that they take these very seriously. 
The Egyptian authorities have previously said that they will uphold Egypt's 
international agreements including its peace treaty with Israel. We welcome this 
and look to Egypt to honour this commitment. We urge both countries to work 
together to resolve current tensions and enhance regional stability”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
006.htm#11101114000024  
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Michael Connarty (2225) Israel’s treatment of Palestinian prisoners – That this 
House condemns the imprisonment of Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit by Hamas, but is 
appalled by the cruel and inhumane treatment suffered by the 7,000 Palestinians 
incarcerated in Israeli prisons, involving denial of medicines and basic healthcare, denial 
of education and reading materials, refusal of family visits, excessive fines, repeated 
night searches of cells and the long-term isolation of elected members of the Palestinian 
legislative council; believes that Israel's practice of holding Palestinians for unspecified 
periods of time without charge, including children, journalists and 21 Palestinian MPs is 
unacceptable; further believes that all this amounts to the collective punishment of 
Palestinian prisoners for the imprisonment of soldier Shalit; and calls on the Government 
to increase pressure on Israel to end its immoral and uncivilised treatment of prisoners. 

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on Gilad Shalit  
Speaking today, the Foreign Secretary William Hague said: 
“I welcome the agreement between Israel and Hamas to release Israeli soldier, Gilad 
Shalit, next month as part of a prisoner exchange. Holding him in captivity has been 
utterly unjustified from the beginning and yet it has gone on for 5 long years.  We have 
always called for his unconditional release.  We are pleased that this long overdue 
development is finally taking place.  Mr Shalit’s long captivity has been painful for his 
family and I hope that he will be reunited with them as soon as possible. 
“The UK supports all such efforts to build confidence and trust between all parties.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=668344382  

 
 

United Nations 

Israel must prevent settler attacks against Palestinian villages, says UN 
The United Nations human rights office called on Israel today to stop attacks by settlers 
against Palestinian civilians in the occupied West Bank, citing a spike in violence in 
recent weeks resulting in serious physical injury, property loss and damage. 
“More needs to be done to effectively prevent attacks by settlers against Palestinian 
civilians and, when they do occur, they should be properly investigated by the Israeli 
authorities,” The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights spokesperson 
Rupert Colville told a news conference in Geneva … “Victims should also be 
appropriately compensated for their losses. With the olive harvest season beginning in a 
few days time, we urge the Israeli authorities to take effective measures to stop attacks 
by settlers in the occupied West Bank.”… 
A report by the Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon entitled “Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan,” 
is due to be released in the next few days, detailing continued Israeli settlement 
construction and its impact on the human rights of residents including settler violence and 
the lack of accountability. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40006&Cr=Israel&Cr1=  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Egypt: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has on anti-Semitism in Egypt; and if he will make a statement. [R] 
[72219] 

Alistair Burt: The Government are committed to fighting all forms of 
discrimination and intolerance, including anti-Semitism. We have made clear to 
the Egyptian Government the importance we place on promoting cultural and 
religious tolerance and on eliminating all legal provisions and policies which 
discriminate against different religious communities. We continue to support a 
peaceful transition to a diverse, non-discriminatory and democratic Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
006.htm#11101114000023  
 

Tunisia: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received of the looting of synagogues in Tunisia; and if he will 
make a statement. [R] [72224] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of an incident in August when a synagogue in Sfax 
was vandalised and items stolen. Our embassy in Tunis are monitoring the 
security situation closely and believe that this was an isolated incident and not 
part of a wider trend targeting the Jewish community. 
We believe this incident is part of an increase in crime in Tunisia due to the 
Tunisian security services having to deal with incidents of unrest and strike action 
across the country, as well as tensions on the border with Libya. However, the 
Tunisian authorities have taken a strong stance against any acts of criminality and 
violence, and we understand that the Tunisian security forces are taking steps to 
address these security challenges. 
The Government are committed to fighting all forms of discrimination and 
intolerance, including anti-Semitism. We will continue to challenge racism and 
anti-Semitism and promote the human rights of all people across the world. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has called upon other states to do 
the same. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/text/111010w0
006.htm#11101114000030  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111010-
0001.htm#11101019001243  
 

Notices of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0090/amend/ml090-vi.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0090/amend/su090-
via.htm  
 
**  Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111010/debtext/1110
10-0003.htm#11101040000001  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111011/debtext/1110
11-0001.htm#11101174000002  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0189/pro1891010p.961-
967.html  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0189/pro1891110p.983-
988.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
Reasonable accommodation of cultural diversity in the workplace   
(no closing date given) 
http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=e80f85dd-1859-41b3-80b8-c1ffbccddc76  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
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Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
National Assembly for Wales Equality Strategy (closing date 30 November 2011) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
 

Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=222922&ds=10/2011
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Foreign Affairs
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

