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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Public petitions website goes live 
… e-petitions - create and sign petitions online 
… Commons Leader Sir George Young said any campaign on the site that was backed 
by 100,000 signatures would trigger consideration for debate in Parliament. … 
Government departments will moderate the petitions, with oversight from the office of the 
leader of the commons. Any petition deemed to be libellous, offensive, duplicates 
existing open petitions or is not related to government will be rejected. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/public-petitions-website-goes-live/  

 
 

House of Commons Education Committee 

The English Baccalaureate 
vol 1  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmeduc/851/851.pdf  
vol 2  http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmeduc/851/851vw.pdf 
 
 

Government Equalities Office 

The UK Government Equalities Office is inviting organisations to register their interest in 
bidding for the Equality Duty toolkit for Voluntary and Community Sector organisations 
contract. Interested organisations must register by Wednesday 3 August. To register 
interest in bidding for the contract contact huw.pearce@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk / 01633 
813950. (Organisations that register their interest are under no obligation to bid for the 
contract.) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/equalities/  

  
 

Downing Street 

Public petitions website goes live 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/public-petitions-website-goes-live/  
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Supreme Court 

Jivraj v Hashwani [re arbitration] 
Press release  http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/docs/UKSC_2010_0170_ps.pdf  
Judgment  http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/docs/UKSC_2010_0170_Judgment.pdf  
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Holocaust 

Council of Europe 

Remember and learn from Roma genocide memories, says Council of Europe 
… Speaking on the occasion of the commemoration of the night of 2-3 August 1944, 
when several thousand Roma were massacred at the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration 
camp (tragedy known as Samudaripen or Pharrajimos by Roma communities), Mr 
Jagland said that lessons must be drawn from the past. "A day of commemoration gives 
us a time to reflect on how we are living up to the pledge of 'never again'. The sad truth is 
that Roma in Europe still suffer widespread rejection, discrimination and even racist 
violence and hatred. … 
The Council of Europe wants to keep the memory alive with the teaching of the 
Samudaripen in classrooms, whilst at the same time encouraging tolerance and fairness 
to the Roma in every country." Mr Jagland also encouraged teachers and the general 
public to visit and use the unique database set up by the Council in co-operation with 
OSCE/ODIHR which provides information, teaching and training material on 
Samudaripen: www.romagenocide.org 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dc/av/allreleases_en.asp 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt condemns executions in Gaza  
Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt said: “I strongly condemn the execution of 
Muhammad and Rami Abu Ganas by Hamas in Gaza on Tuesday 26 July. The UK 
opposes the death penalty in all circumstances. It is particularly abhorrent where it is 
clear that defendants have had absolutely no access to a fair trial. As we made clear in 
our 2010 Human Rights Command Paper, we continue to have serious concerns about 
the application of the rule of law in Gaza. I call on Hamas to refrain from carrying out any 
further executions of prisoners and adhere to the Palestinian Authorities moratorium on 
the use of the death penalty.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=636356082  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-00555 Kevin Stewart: All the Best to Aberdeen Scottish Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign’s Wall Walkers—That the Parliament commends the members of the 
Aberdeen  Scottish  Palestine  Solidarity Campaign who are scheduled to take part on an  
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84-mile-long sponsored walk along Hadrian’s Wall from 3 to 7 August 2011 in order to 
raise money for the Plant-a-Tree for Palestine project; notes that the Plant-a-Tree for 
Palestine project supports what it sees as the ongoing struggle of Palestinians to sustain 
and rebuild their land by providing resources for villages to plant trees that 
are indigenous to Palestine’s natural environment and agricultural life; further notes that 
the project is part of the wider Stop the JNF campaign, and considers that, by walking 
along Hadrian’s Wall, the group will highlight Israel’s separation wall, which the 
International Court of Justice determined to be illegal, and the injustices that it considers 
the separation wall’s construction and continued existence have caused. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/MAQASearch/QAndMSearch.aspx?referencenu
mber=S4M00555&isinanything=false&isinmotion=true&isinfmq=false&isinoralquestion=fa
lse&isinwrittenquestion=false&resultsperpage=10    

 
 

United Nations 

Israel’s restrictive zoning rules force Palestinians out of West Bank area 
Restrictive planning measures applied by Israeli authorities in the zone of the West Bank 
known as Area C are forcing Palestinian residents out of the area, mainly because the 
zoning rules make it virtually impossible for them to obtain building permits, according to 
a United Nations report released today. … Other factors forcing Palestinians to abandon 
their homes in this area include the construction of the barrier and other movement 
restrictions, reduced income, home demolitions and difficult access to services such as 
schools and water, according to “Displacement and Insecurity in Area C of the West 
Bank,” which is prepared by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 
“Irrespective of the motivation behind the various policies applied by Israel to Area C, 
their effect is to make development impossible for many Palestinian communities,” said 
Ramesh Rajasingham, the Acting UN Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied 
Palestinian territory. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39204&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Displacement and Insecurity in Area C of the West Bank 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_area_c_report_august_2011_english.pdf  

 
UN investigating exchange of fire along Israeli-Lebanese border 
The United Nations said it has opened an investigation into the exchange of fire that 
occurred early Monday morning between Lebanese and Israeli forces along their 
common border. The incident between the Lebanese Armed Forces and the Israel 
Defense Forces took place around 7 a.m. local time along the so-called Blue Line that 
separates the two countries, in the general area of Wazzani, according to the UN Interim 
Force in Lebanon. 
“UNIFIL peacekeepers immediately responded to the location in order to contain the 
situation and prevent any escalation,” said Neeraj Singh, spokesperson for the mission. 
“The firing has since ceased and the situation in the area is quiet. No casualties have 
been reported,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39202&Cr=Leban&Cr1=  
 
Ban calls for more Israeli steps to lift blockade of Gaza 
… In a meeting with Ehud Barak, Israel’s Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister, 
Mr. Ban discussed the current impasse in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, the 
situation in the West Bank and Gaza, as well as the situation in Lebanon and the wider 
Middle East … The United Nations chief urged “an early resumption of meaningful 
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations,” which have been stalled for nearly a year. 
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On Gaza, Mr. Ban “expressed his appreciation for the approval of UN projects and 
underlined the need for further steps by the Government of Israel towards the lifting of 
the closure” in line with an earlier Security Council resolution. … 
Mr. Ban also voiced concern to Mr. Barak about settlement expansion in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem. He also encouraged efforts aimed at restoring good relations 
between Israel and Turkey. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39198&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

“Systematic human rights violations continue in the occupied territories,” says UN 
Committee 
The Special Committee to investigate Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the 
Palestinian people and other Arabs of the territories occupied since 1967* following visits 
to Gaza and Amman expressed dismay at Israel’s continuing disregard of its obligations 
under international law.  
For the first time since it was established in 1968 the Special Committee was able to visit 
Gaza. The Government of Egypt facilitated the visit via the border crossing at Rafah. 
“Unfortunately, what we found was that the oppressive restrictions imposed on Gaza by 
Israel have the effect of collectively punishing the population,” noted the Committee. … 
“We were alarmed by allegations that Israel enforces these policies employing live fire, 
including in some instances against children and the elderly.” “Israel’s continuing 
blockade of Gaza contravenes the human rights of the people of Gaza and international 
humanitarian law and standards, … It is oppressive and diminishes the lives of the 
people of Gaza and must be ended now,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Network Against Racism 

The legal implications of multiple discrimination 
http://cms.horus.be/files/99935/MediaArchive/FS44%20-
%20The%20legal%20implications%20of%20multiple%20discrimination%20final%20EN.pdf 
 
 

Runnymede Trust 

Fair’s Fair: Equality and Justice in the Big Society 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/FairsFair-2011.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
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British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closes 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closes 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education (closes 30 
November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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