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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Raed Salah 
Yvette Cooper: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) whether 
Sheikh Raed Salah was granted an entry clearance visa in June 2011; [63856] 
(2) on what date the decision was taken to exclude Sheikh Raed Salah; [63857] 
(3) on what date Sheikh Raed Salah was informed that he had been excluded from the 
UK; and what form that notification took; [63858] 
(4) whether she was informed by the UK Border Agency that Sheikh Raed Salah had not 
been excluded successfully. [63859] 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) (a) on what 
date and (b) at what time she signed the order banning Sheikh Raed Salah from the UK; 
[63862] 
(2) what representations she received on the activities of Sheikh Raed Salah before she 
made the order banning him from entering the UK; and from whom each such 
representation was received. [63699] 

Mrs May [holding answer 4 July 2011]: The Government do not routinely 
comment on individual exclusion cases but in this instance I have considered it 
important to do so, and he had already put the details of his case into the public 
domain. 
Raed Salah was excluded from the UK on 23 June as a result of numerous 
statements he had made, details of which were obtained from a variety of 
sources. As an Israeli national Mr Salah does not require a visa and he managed 
to enter the UK. He was on the Home Office watch list and should have been 
refused entry as a result of my exclusion decision. Her Majesty’s Inspector of 
Constabulary has investigated how this happened. 
Mr Salah has been detained and the UK Border Agency is making arrangements 
to remove him. 

Yvette Cooper: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) on what date 
and at what time the UK Border Agency informed her Department that Sheikh Raed 
Salah had most recently entered the UK; [64087] 
(2) on what date the UK Border Agency was informed that Sheikh Raed Salah was 
excluded from the UK; [64088] 
(3) on what date Sheikh Raed Salah most recently entered the UK; [64089] 
(4) in what country Sheikh Raed Salah was present on the date he was informed that he 
was excluded from the UK; [64090] 
(5) on what date she was made aware that Sheikh Raed Salah was visiting the UK. 
[64091] 
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Mrs May [holding answer 5 July 2011]: The Government do not routinely 
comment on individual exclusion cases but in this instance I have considered it is 
important to do so, and he had already put the details of his case into the public 
domain. 
Raed Salah was excluded from the UK on 23 June as a result of numerous 
statements he had made, details of which were obtained from a variety of 
sources. As an Israeli national Mr Salah does not require a visa and he managed 
to enter the UK. He was on the Home Office watch list and should have been 
refused entry as a result of my exclusion decision. Her Majesty's Inspector of 
Constabulary has investigated how this happened. 
Mr Salah has been detained and the UK Border Agency is making arrangements 
to remove him. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110713/text/110713w0
003.htm#1107143000087  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Gary Streeter (2081) Religious Liberty in Public Life - That this House welcomes the 
decision of the Equality and Human Rights Commission to intervene in support of four 
cases involving discrimination against Christians that are presently with the European 
Court of Human Rights; notes that this is a long overdue recognition of the need to 
defend religious liberty and marks an important development in relation to a better 
understanding of the role of faith in public life; and further welcomes the Commission's 
advocacy for reasonable accommodation in the workplace as an acknowledgement of the 
place of conscientious objection for those with religious belief. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/2081  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will seek access for the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to (a) Corporal G Shalit and any other 
detainees in Gaza, and (b) Palestinian prisoners and detainees in Israel.[HL10766] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We regularly hold discussions through our embassy in Tel Aviv about 
the release of Gilad Shalit with other EU and UN partners. Most recently, the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, my honourable friend Alistair Burt, met 
with Gilad Shalit's father during his recent visit to the region. We continue to call 
for Hamas to release Gilad Shalit unconditionally. We consider it unacceptable 
that the International Committee of the Red Cross is denied access to him. It is 
unacceptable that he has been held for five years without any Red Cross access. 
On the fifth anniversary of his capture the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) released a statement and Alistair Burt released a video 
message calling for Shalit's immediate and unconditional release. 
The UK consistently raises our concern where appropriate about human rights 
abuses carried out by Israelis including the Israeli defence forces. These include 
concerns about the use of legislation and detention in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories,  in  particular  concerning  children.  Minister  for  the  Middle  East and  
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North Africa, Alistair Burt, raised these with the Israeli Minister of Justice recently 
when he visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We consistently 
raise the importance of Israel adhering to all of its international obligations. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of Israel's use of administrative detention, including that of children; and what 
representations they have made to the Government ofIsrael regarding the indefinite 
detention of 250 Palestinian citizens.[HL10850] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK is concerned about the number of children 
currently being held in Israeli prisons. We raise our concerns with the Israeli 
Government about the application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian 
detainees, including where children are involved, on a frequent basis. Most 
recently, our ambassador in Tel Aviv has raised the issue of Israel's treatment of 
Palestinian children with Education Minister Saar and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs's Principal Legal Advisor Daniel Taub. My honourable friend Alistair Burt 
raised this during his recent visit to the region. 
The noble Baroness may be interested to hear that alongside our existing 
projects, our consulate-general in Jerusalem has recently secured funding to fund 
the UK Bar Committee for Human Rights to come to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories in September 2011 to research a report about the treatment of children 
arrested and detained in the Israeli military court system. 
We will continue to monitor the situation with regard to all Palestinian prisoners, 
including parliamentarians, in Israeli prisons. We call on the Israeli Government to 
take immediate action to ensure that all cases are reviewed by a court in 
accordance with fair procedures, and that detainees' rights are upheld, particularly 
with regards to fair trial and family visits. All Palestinian prisoners should have 
access to a fair trial, and Israel should ensure that it acts always in accordance 
with international law. We shall continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli 
authorities and issue statements when appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110713w0001.htm#110
71357000409  
 

Palestine 
15. James Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what his 
policy is on the provision of development support to the Palestinian Authority. [65550] 

Mr Duncan: The UK strongly supports the efforts of the Palestinian Authority to 
develop public institutions and deliver essential services to Palestinian people. I 
was therefore pleased to sign a Memorandum of Understanding last week. This 
makes a strong UK commitment to supporting the Palestinian Authority, which is 
committed to non-violent pursuit of a negotiated two state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110713/text/110713w0
001.htm#11071382000062  
 

Gaza 
4. Fiona Mactaggart (Slough) (Lab): What recent assessment he has made of the 
humanitarian needs of the people of Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [65539] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): The situation in Gaza is unacceptable and unsustainable. Perversely, 
the current access regime benefits Hamas and punishes the ordinary people of 
Gaza. In the last fortnight, I visited Israel and the west bank, as did the Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the 
Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), who also visited Gaza. We 
both urged Israeli Ministers to recognise that the restrictions are not in Israel’s 
interests and should be lifted. 

Fiona Mactaggart: I thank the Minister for that reply. First, I am sure that my constituent, 
David Cole,  who is currently in Gaza would like me to use this opportunity to thank those  
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Government officials who eventually helped him to be able to get there. However, I know 
that he is concerned that the number of trucks going into Gaza is about a third less than 
the number that were able to go in before the blockade. I am glad the Minister has 
already made representations, but will he specifically ask the Israeli and Greek 
Governments why they will not allow unarmed humanitarian volunteers to deliver medical 
supplies to Gaza by boat, through the flotilla? 

Mr Duncan: I thank the hon. Lady for her appreciative comments. It is the case 
that about 30 times more cement and 10 times more steel goes into Gaza through 
Hamas-controlled tunnels than through the crossings. At the current 
reconstruction rate, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency estimates it will 
take 78 years to rebuild Gaza. We put confidence in the conversations between 
Prime Minister Netanyahu and the Quartet representative Tony Blair, which took 
place in May, and hope they can have a more successful outcome than they have 
had so far. 

Mike Freer (Finchley and Golders Green) (Con): Is it not true that more people enter 
Gaza from Egypt than from the tunnels in Israel? What can the Government do to stem 
this humanitarian crisis?  

Mr Duncan: My hon. Friend is in some sense right, although the tunnels are in 
Egypt, not at the normal crossings from Israel. The volume of goods and mostly 
people—[Interruption.] … 
My hon. Friend is right to say that much more comes in through the tunnels than 
through Israeli-approved access points. Perversely, that is assisting Hamas, 
which is something we would like to reverse. 

Anas Sarwar (Glasgow Central) (Lab): Six months after the Arab spring, what 
discussions has the Minister had with the Egyptian authorities about relaxing the 
restrictions at the Rafah border crossing to ensure that essential humanitarian assistance 
can get into Gaza? 

Mr Duncan: That is primarily a matter for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. I 
have not had any such discussions, but I have had discussions with Israeli 
Ministers. As I said a moment ago, I hope that the representations made by the 
Quartet representative, Tony Blair, to Prime Minister Netanyahu can ease many of 
the restrictions that the Israelis are currently imposing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110713/debtext/11071
3-0001.htm#11071354000026  
 

Palestinians: Arms Trade 
Stephen Gilbert: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on allegations that UK-manufactured radar systems were 
found by Israeli defence forces in the cargo of the ship Victoria. [65765] 

Mr Lidington [holding answer 12 July 2011]: I have received reports that UK-
produced radar components were found on the ship Victoria. This is very 
concerning. The UK operates an extremely rigorous export licensing system 
which includes consideration of end users and end use. Following an investigation 
of the reports with the manufacturer in this case we are working to ensure that 
new measures are implemented to prevent similar allegations in future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110713/text/110713w0
003.htm#1107143000068 
 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Anas Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Greek Government on the Gaza Aid flotilla. [65430] 

Mr Lidington: Officials from our embassy in Athens have discussed the matter of 
the Gaza flotilla with the Greek authorities and have relayed to them the United 
Kingdom's position on this. Our travel advice for Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories gives clear  guidance  against any attempt to enter Gaza by  
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sea. We continue to advise against participating in flotillas or overland convoys to 
Gaza because of the risks involved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110713/text/110713w0
003.htm#1107143000069  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on UN consideration of 
Palestinian statehood. [60073] 

Mr Hague: The unprecedented changes of the Arab Spring make progress on the 
peace process more urgent than ever. President Obama has called for the parties 
to return to the table for negotiations based on 1967 borders with agreed swaps 
and security arrangements that protect Israel and respect Palestinian sovereignty. 
The UK backs this call. 
We urge all parties to seize this moment of opportunity and return as soon as 
possible to direct negotiations and we have regular meetings with our EU 
counterparts. As I told all sides during my visit to the region on 27 June to 1 July, 
we do not know if there will be a resolution in September, or what it will look like—
so we have not made any decisions. Instead we urge both sides to look towards 
the things that are necessary to get a negotiated settlement and to return to talks 
as soon as possible. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110713/text/110713w0
003.htm#1107143000070  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jim Shannon (2083) Visit to Israel - That this House would welcome a decision by Her 
Majesty the Queen to visit the state of Israel, given Israel's long ties with the UK and in 
particular Prime Minister Balfour, who originally declared Israel as a homeland for the 
Jewish people. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/2083  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Ping Pong, House of Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110713/debtext/1107
13-0002.htm#11071354000001  
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House of Commons disagreements and reasons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0085/2012085.1-2.html  
 

Proceedings on consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0195/pro1951307p.709-
710.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0085/amend/am085-a.1-
2.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-
viiia.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
  

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110713-
0002.htm#1107141001091  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-
viiia.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 
 
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 8 days 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
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The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm     
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closes 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398   

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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