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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) Regulations 2011 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department (Lynne 
Featherstone): On 5 April 2011 the Government brought into force the public sector 
Equality Duty, contained in section 149 of the Equality Act 2010, for public authorities in 
Great Britain. 
The Equality Duty requires public authorities to have due regard to the need to eliminate 
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations. It supports good 
decision-making by ensuring that public authorities understand how different people will 
be affected by their activities, so that services are appropriate and accessible to all, and 
meet different people’s needs. 
To assist public authorities in the better performance of the Equality Duty, the 
Government have today laid before Parliament for approval the Equality Act 2010 
(Specific Duties) Regulations 2011. These regulations will promote the better 
performance of the Equality Duty by requiring those public authorities to publish: 
equality objectives, at least every four years; 
information to demonstrate their compliance with the Equality Duty, at least annually. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110628/wmstext/11062
8m0001.htm#11062832000005  

 
 

UK Parliament Point of Order 

Vernon Coaker (Gedling) (Lab): On a point of order, Mr Speaker. Yesterday, the case 
of Mr Raed Salah was raised in the House. Today, we have learned from the media that 
that man was banned from entering the UK on the ground of extremism. Apparently, 
however, he has just strolled through the border past border control, and we now learn 
from the papers that the Home Secretary has ordered the police to track him down and 
arrest him. Do you not think, Mr Speaker, that rather than briefing the papers on this 
matter, the Home Secretary should be briefing the House on what has happened and 
how this incompetence has arisen? She promised tougher border controls, but there is 
no evidence of that in this case. There is just chaos and confusion. Mr Speaker, have 
you the power to ask the Home Secretary to come to the House and explain exactly how 
a banned extremist has apparently just walked into this country with no one able or 
willing to stop him? 
Mr Speaker:  I thank the hon. Gentleman for his point of order.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  
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intention on the part of the Home Secretary or other Ministers to make a statement to the 
House on that matter, but his point of order will have been heard by those on the 
Treasury Bench. Such a statement might of course be forthcoming, but, as the hon. 
Gentleman knows, there is a range of means by which the presence of Ministers can be 
secured. I hope that that is helpful to him and to the House. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110628/debtext/11062
8-0002.htm#11062856000004  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Corporal Gilad Shalit: Prisoners' Release 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take to press for the immediate release of 
Corporal Gilad Shalit; and if he will make a statement. [62699] 

Alistair Burt: We regularly hold discussions through our embassy in Tel Aviv 
about the release of Gilad Shalit with other EU and UN partners. Most recently, 
HMA Tel Aviv met with Gilad Shalit's family on 20 June. We continue to call for 
Hamas to release Gilad Shalit unconditionally. We consider it unacceptable that 
the International Committee of the Red Cross is denied access to him. It is 
unacceptable that he has been held for five years without any Red Cross access. 
On the Fifth anniversary of his capture the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague) released a statement and I released a video message calling for 
Shalit's immediate and unconditional release. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110628/text/110628w0
001.htm#11062846000059  
 

Gilad Shalit 
Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what progress he has made in efforts to secure the release of Corporal Gilad Shalit; 
[62688] 
(2) what steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take to seek to ensure access for the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to visit Corporal Gilad Shalit; and if he will 
make a statement. [62690] 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the captivity of 
Corporal Gilad Shalit; [62689] 
(2) what recent reports he has received on the condition of Corporal Gilad Shalit. [62691] 

Alistair Burt: We regularly hold discussions through our embassy in Tel Aviv 
about the release of Gilad Shalit with other EU and UN partners. Most recently, 
HMA Tel Aviv met with Gilad Shalit's family on 20 June. We continue to call for 
Hamas to release Gilad Shalit unconditionally. We consider it unacceptable that 
the International Committee of the Red Cross is denied access to him. It is 
unacceptable that he has been held for five years without any Red Cross access. 
On the fifth anniversary of his capture the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), released a statement and I released a video message calling for 
Shalit's immediate and unconditional release. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110628/text/110628w0
001.htm#11062846000062  
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Israel: Prisoners 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on the renewal of indirect talks between Israel and 
Hamas on a potential prisoner swap. [62602] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware that there has been much press speculation about 
the possibility of a potential prisoner swap, however, we have not received any 
official reports on this. 
The UK has long called for Gilad Shalit's immediate and unconditional release. 
We continue to do so. On the fifth anniversary of his capture last week, the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), issued a statement and I released 
a video message calling for Shalit's immediate and unconditional release. It is 
despicable that, five years on, he should still be held in denial of the most basic of 
human rights. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110628/text/110628w0
001.htm#11062846000065  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he is taking at the UN to support (a) free and democratic elections for the 
Palestinian Authority and (b) the establishment of the (i) right of free speech and (ii) rule 
of law in the area controlled by the Palestinian Authority; and if he will make a statement. 
[62089] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to await the formation of the Palestinian Government, 
but as the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) set out to the House on 
7 June the new Palestinian Authority should be formed of independent figures on 
the basis that President Abbas set out on 4 May. It should continue to uphold the 
principles of non-violence, be committed to a negotiated solution, and accept 
previous agreements of the PLO. We also expect a future Palestinian 
Government to continue to uphold basic human rights principles, such as freedom 
of speech and the rule of law. The UK will judge a future Palestinian Government 
by its actions and its readiness to work for peace. 
As I made clear in my statement of 16 February 2011, the UK welcomed the 
announcement by the Palestine Liberation Organization that it will hold national 
elections by September for all Palestinians in the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, and Gaza. We, together with our EU partners, stand ready to support 
the electoral process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110628/text/110628w0
001.htm#11062846000067  
 

Palestine 
Lord Patel of Blackburn: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they intend to 
support a resolution on the recognition of the state of Palestine, which is planned to be 
put before the United Nations General Assembly in September.[HL10044] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We want to see a Palestinian state living in peace and security with 
Israel, and as a member of the UN. The Arab spring gives further impetus to this 
goal. Palestinians deserve statehood and the freedom that entails and Israelis 
deserve long-term security. That is why we are pressing the parties to return to 
negotiations urgently on the basis set out by President Obama: 1967 borders with 
mutually agreed land swaps and security arrangements that protect Israel and 
respect Palestinian sovereignty. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628w0001.htm#110
62885000656  
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Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the Government of Israel's provision of healthcare for the needs of the people of Gaza, 
and the charging of health costs to the Palestinian Authority.[HL10176] 

Baroness Verma: Healthcare in Gaza is provided by the Palestinian Ministry of 
Health, and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees, 
with the Palestinian Ministry of Health in Ramallah holding responsibility for 
providing drugs and medical disposables to facilities in Gaza. The most recent 
assessment of healthcare provision by the World Health Organisation is of 
deterioration in the quality of care as a result of Israeli movement and access 
restrictions, and political and institutional separation between the West Bank and 
Gaza. The most serious issue is the shortage of essential drugs. 
Where treatment is unavailable in Gaza, the Palestinian Authority pays for patient 
referrals to external providers, including Israeli hospitals. Rates are negotiated 
bilaterally and reflect the costs of providing treatment in each case. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the availability of cooking oil in the Gaza Strip; and what discussions have they had 
with the Government of Israel regarding this. [HL10177] 

Baroness Verma: Reports from United Nations (UN) agencies working in the 
Gaza Strip confirm there are no shortages of cooking oil in Gaza. We are however 
concerned about the availability of cooking gas, following the breakdown of the 
pipeline which supplies cooking gas from Kerem Shalom into Gaza five weeks 
ago. While supplies entering through tunnels from Egypt mean there are currently 
no shortages on the ground, we are working with the UN to press the Government 
of Israel on the urgent need to repair the pipeline, in order to maintain a secure 
and sustainable supply of cooking gas to meet the needs of the Gazan population. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the level of unemployment in 
Gaza.[HL10178] 

Baroness Verma: We remain gravely concerned by the level of unemployment in 
Gaza, which continues to be among the highest in the world. While the 
announcements by the Israeli Government in June 2010 and February 2011 to 
ease access restrictions were positive steps, recent reports from the United 
Nations show that economic stagnation and de-development in Gaza remain the 
norm. We are clear that more needs to be done, including easing restrictions on 
exports, construction material imports and the movement of people, to enable a 
return to economic normality and address the high levels of unemployment in 
Gaza. 
The UK regularly raises Gaza with the Israeli Government. We believe that an 
improved economy and access to work is not only essential for the people of 
Gaza, but also firmly in Israel's security interests. We are taking practical steps to 
improve access to Gaza through our support to the UN Access Coordination Unit, 
our capacity building work with the Palestinian Authority and our work with the 
Office of the Quartet Representative on confidence building measures to facilitate 
exports from Gaza. We are also working to promote business regeneration 
through our facility for new market development, supporting 304 companies in 
Gaza to generate jobs for over 1,800 unemployed Gazans. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628w0001.htm#110
62885000635  
 

Human Rights 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of International Criminal Court referrals by the United Nations Security Council with 
regards to the situations in Sudan and Libya in contrast to that in Gaza, in the light of the 
United Nations Human  Rights  Council  Report of the international fact-finding mission to  
 

 
4

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628w0001.htm#11062885000635
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628w0001.htm#11062885000635


 

investigate violations of international law ... resulting from Israeli attacks on a flotilla of 
ships carrying humanitarian assistance, published in September 2010.[HL10175] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The situations in Darfur and Libya were referred to the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) as a result of the international community's concerns that 
serious crimes were being committed, and that steps needed to be taken to 
ensure that these allegations were properly investigated and those responsible 
were held to account. Israel, as with Libya and Sudan, is not an ICC state party 
and an ICC investigation in to events in that country would require either a United 
Nations Security Council referral, or for Israel to accept the court's jurisdiction. 
The Foreign Secretary made clear at the time of the flotilla incident that we deeply 
deplored the loss of life. The Security Council and the European Union also 
condemned the violence. Our goal remains ensuring full accountability for the 
events which occurred. There have been various investigations into this issue. It is 
now important that the United Nations Secretary-General's panel of inquiry 
headed by former New Zealand Prime Minister Geoffrey Palmer completes its 
report into this incident, drawing fully on the evidence available. We will give 
careful consideration to this report in due course. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628w0001.htm#110
62885000646  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East discusses upcoming Gaza Flotilla  
On a visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Foreign Office Minister 
Alistair Burt said that the UK does not consider the flotilla as a “wise decision.” The FCO 
advises anyone wishing to send humanitarian assistance or other goods to Gaza to do 
so only through official crossings and established channels. 
Speaking to various news outlets in the region Alistair Burt said: "We do not advise UK 
nationals to go to Gaza. On account of the uncertain situation there, we do not believe 
that humanitarian supplies should be delivered by an attempt to land goods through a 
sea journey. There are recognized ways to get humanitarian aid into Gaza which are 
supported by the Israeli authorities and the UN and anyone looking to make a 
humanitarian contribution should do just that. 
I am not keen on the flotilla traveling. As I made clear, I’m sure there is a humanitarian 
intention behind many of those who take part in it, but there are ways to contribute in 
humanitarian ways and this has a clear political aim of challenging the Israeli authorities 
and people are entitled to make political gestures. But the UK is also entitled to say 
whether they consider such gestures to be wise or not and we don’t consider the flotilla 
gesture as a wise decision.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=623349882  
 
Alistair Burt visits Gaza  
British Foreign Office Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt MP visited Gaza as a part 
of his four-day visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian territories this year.  
Mr. Burt is the first FCO minister to visit Gaza for at least five years. Minister Burt visited 
an UNRWA school in Jabalia refugee camp … He also met with senior members of 
UNRWA to discuss the challenges faced by the UN community in Gaza … Minister Burt 
also met with Palestinian private sector leaders and discussed the challenges faced by 
the business community in Gaza. He ended his visit with meeting Palestinian civil society 
activists to hear about their hopes of the Palestinian reconciliation and the political future 
of Gaza. 
On his visit to Gaza, Minister Burt said: "As the first British minister to visit Gaza for five 
years I was struck  today  by the need for  further  progress to allow  imports by  UNRWA  
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and others to complete much needed projects and to facilitate exports.  … But while we 
will never underestimate the security needs of Israel progress, the high levels of 
unemployment, collapse of private sector business, and traffic through the tunnels still 
indicate that more could and should be done to improve the situation." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressR&id=623089082  
 

 

United Nations 

Wider changes in region make it crucial to resume Israeli-Palestinian talks – Ban 
Citing the developments taking place in the wider Middle East, Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon today underscored the need for Israel and the Palestinians to urgently resume 
negotiations towards a two-State solution to their conflict.  … “Less than three months 
remain until the September target date that had been set last year for reaching an 
agreement on permanent status issues and for completing the Palestinian Authority’s 
two-year state-building programme.  … 
“The Palestinians have the right to establish a sovereign, independent and viable State of 
their own. Israel has the right to live in peace and security within internationally 
recognized and secure borders,” he stated. “To achieve this and to overcome the current 
stalemate, it is important to avoid steps that might damage trust,” he added, appealing to 
the parties to return to negotiations without preconditions and without delay. … 
“As the efforts of Palestine to obtain diplomatic recognition are gaining ground, we 
encourage the European countries which have not yet done so to recognize Palestine 
and its 1967 borders,” he added. “Those who think that the recognition of the State of 
Palestine by the United Nations General Assembly would ‘delegitimize’ Israel, or deal a 
mortal blow to the peace process, should be reminded that such recognition is already 
included in the Quartet’s Road Map and has been endorsed by all the parties concerned, 
including Israel,” stated Mr. Diallo. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38871&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628-
0001.htm#11062854000524 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628-
0001.htm#11062854000526 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110628-
0003.htm#11062894000342  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/ml071-iv.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/ml077-ir.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 6 days 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm      
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