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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Faith Communities Consultative Council 
Stephen Timms: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
what the name is of each member of the Faith Communities Consultative Council. 
[55499] 

Andrew Stunell [holding answer 13 May 2011]: The Government have decided to 
discontinue the Faith Communities Consultative Council. We believe that it did not 
add value to the effective arrangements that Departments already have in place 
for consulting faith communities on policy.  
Our preference is to work with faith communities in a manner that is strategic and 
appropriate for particular situations. My Department will continue to liaise 
individually with national faith communities that provided members of the Council, 
and to convene ad hoc groupings to discuss policy as necessary. Officials from 
various Departments will continue to attend meetings of the Faith Communities 
Forum of the Inter Faith Network for the United Kingdom, in order to engage with 
faith communities collectively. 
The Government recognises the vital contribution that faith communities make to 
civil society, and we are committed to facilitating linkages and tackling barriers 
that faith groups face. For instance my Department has invested £5 million in the 
Church Urban Fund's Near Neighbours programme, using the local infrastructure 
of the Church of England to build productive relationships between people from 
different faith backgrounds in four key geographical areas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110623/text/110623w0
003.htm#11062350000004  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of  the   construction  of  fabric-of-life   tunnels  in  the  Palestinian   Territories;  and  what  
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contribution the Department for International Development has made towards 
these.[HL9854] 

Baroness Verma: The Department for International Development (DfID) has not 
contributed to the building of Israel's so called fabric-of-life road network and 
tunnels in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). The building of 
settlements and actions to restrict Palestinian movement and access in the West 
Bank by Israel, including establishing a secondary road system to separate 
Palestinian and Israeli traffic, represents an attempt to create facts on the ground 
which makes a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to 
achieve. We are seriously concerned about continuing restrictions on freedom of 
movement in the OPTs and their impact on Palestinian economic development 
and quality of life. These concerns can only be addressed properly by removing 
settlements and their infrastructure, which are illegal under international law, re-
routing the barrier to within the Green Line and removing check points. We 
continue to make this clear to the Israeli Government. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of Jerusalem Day celebrations staged by Israelis in Occupied East Jerusalem on 1 June, 
and the ability of Palestinians to carry out Nakba demonstrations in the Occupied 
Territories on 5 June. [HL9856] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Jerusalem Day passed relatively peacefully due to a significant police 
presence, although the march through a Palestinian neighbourhood increased 
tensions in the city. 
The Foreign Secretary issued a statement on 15 May, Israeli Independence Day, 
also know in the Arab world as Nakba Day, regarding concerns at the violence on 
Israel's borders and sadness at the loss of life. He called on all parties to exercise 
restraint and ensure that civilian life is protected. 
These events underline the urgent need for a lasting and comprehensive 
resolution to the conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110623w0001.htm#110
62331000987  
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

James Arbuthnot (1983) Fifth anniversary of Gilad Shalit’s kidnapping - That this 
House notes that 25 June 2011 is the fifth anniversary of the kidnap of Israeli serviceman 
Gilad Shalit by Hamas and other Palestinian militant groups in a cross-border terrorist 
attack inside Israel; is concerned that Gilad Shalit is being held incommunicado in the 
Gaza Strip and is neither permitted to send nor receive messages from his family; further 
notes that the International Committee of the Red Cross continues to be denied access 
to the kidnapped soldier; further notes that the soldier's continued detention is an 
obstacle to peace between Israelis and Palestinians; further notes that Gilad Shalit's 
detention is a serious violation of international humanitarian laws governing the treatment 
of prisoners of war, as enshrined by the Third Geneva Convention; condemns the 
kidnapping of Corporal Gilad Shalit; and calls on the Government to redouble its efforts 
to secure his immediate release.  
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1983  
 
Bob Russell (1985) Israeli demolitoins in the Jordan Valley - That this House 
deplores action by Israel in strengthening its policy of demolishing Palestinian homes in 
the Jordan Valley, the Eastern part of the occupied West Bank, with 103 homes 
bulldozed this year leaving more than 700 people homeless, adding to the thousands 
already dispossessed in this way; observes with condemnation that Israel is continuing to 
act  in  defiance  of  international  law and  UN  resolutions;  further  condemns  Israel  for  
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promoting policies against the Palestinian people which amount to ethnic cleansing and 
apartheid; and calls on the Government to work with the European Union and the UN to 
introduce sanctions against Israel for its disregard of human rights, international law and 
UN resolutions. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1985  
 

 

United Nations 

United Nations Meeting in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process to Convene  
The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People will 
convene the United Nations International Meeting in Support of the Israeli-Palestinian 
Peace Process, on 28 and 29 June 2011 in Brussels, Belgium.  The theme of the 
Meeting is “The role of Europe in advancing Palestinian statehood and achieving peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians”.  … 
The Meeting … will take stock of 20 years of European efforts to promote Israeli-
Palestinian peacemaking; examine current efforts at resuming direct negotiations for a 
permanent settlement; and look at alternatives to the negotiating process, including 
achieving a two-State solution through multilateral mechanisms.  The Meeting will also 
consider current European political initiatives, including the parameters for a negotiated 
settlement, endorsed by the European Union in April 2011, as well as the role of 
parliamentarians and civil society in promoting peace. …  
Updated versions of the programmes, as well as information on previous meetings, will 
be available on the website of the Division for Palestinian Rights, United Nations 
Secretariat, at http://www.un.org/depts/dpa/qpal/calendar.htm. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/gapal1203.doc.htm  

 
New Permanent Representative of Israel Presents Credentials 
The new Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations, Ron Prosor, today 
presented his credentials to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 
Until his latest appointment, Mr. Prosor was Ambassador to the United Kingdom from 
2007 … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/bio4295.doc.htm  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Egypt: Religious Minorities 
Baroness Cox: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make 
representations to the Government of Egypt concerning the killing of Christians and the 
attacks on Christian churches in that country, and on the promotion of the safety of all 
citizens of religious minority faiths in Egypt. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): … We will continue to urge the Egyptian Government to create the 
conditions for pluralist and non-sectarian politics and to establish policies that 
prevent discrimination against anyone on the basis of their religion. … 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: I thank the noble Baroness for her very important 
Question. Does the noble Lord agree that, sadly, this is a serious problem throughout 
most of the Arab world? 
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Lord Howell of Guildford: … he is absolutely right. This is an extremely worrying 
trend, which we should not only resist but work against most actively wherever it 
occurs. … 

Baroness Berridge: … would not now be the time for the Government to adopt the 
recommendation from the Conservative Party's human rights group's report The 
Freedom to Believe that the Foreign Office should appoint a special envoy for 
international freedom, religion and belief? … 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: … Is it not the case that the campaign of asphyxiation against 
the ancient churches throughout the whole of the Middle East is something that we need 
to give much more focus to? … 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I would not disagree with a word of that. …  this is a 
very frightening and terrible situation to which we must, both at the governmental 
and the individual level, give our full attention. 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110623-
0001.htm#11062334001018  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110623-
0001.htm#11062334001037  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-
iib.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/su071-
iib.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0077/amend/am077-c.htm  
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Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0193/pro1932306p.3-
5.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0193/amend/pbc1932306a.55-56.html  
  

 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
 

Emergency Bill Motion    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6310&m
ode=html#iob_57460  
 

Stage 1 debate    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6310&m
ode=html#iob_57462  
 

First Minister's Question Time 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6310&m
ode=html#iob_57474  
 

Stage 1 vote: For 103, Against 5, Abstentions 15 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6310&m
ode=html#iob_57481  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
(closing date 24 June 2011) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/Session%204/Inquiries/Offensive
Behaviour/OffensiveBehaviourCall.htm  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
Consultation on strategic plan 2009-12 (closing date 22 July 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/our-strategic-
plan/consultation-on-our-strategic-plan-2009-12/  
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The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm      
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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