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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
his policy is on the working definition of anti-Semitism used by the EU Agency for 
Fundamental Rights; and if he will make a statement. [59038] 

Andrew Stunell: We recognise that the European Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights working definition of anti-Semitism is a useful tool in helping to identify anti-
Semitic discourse and is used by a number of agencies for this purpose. The UK 
Government currently use the Macpherson definition of a racist incident which is 
an incident that is perceived as racist by the victim or any other person, and this 
would include anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/text/110614w0
001.htm#11061460000026  

 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Coroner Reform 
The Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice (Mr Kenneth Clarke): … I am 
today announcing the detail of our plans for coroner reform without proceeding with the 
Office of the Chief Coroner. This statement sets out the functions which the Government 
propose to transfer from the Office of Chief Coroner to the Lord Chancellor or Lord Chief 
Justice. It also sets out proposals for a ministerial board to oversee the non-judicial 
aspects of the service provided in England and Wales. … 
… discussions have resulted in a proposal for a ministerial board which would be focused 
on matters of policy, the standards of service and other administrative aspects of the 
delivery of the coroner service which are non-judicial in nature. The board would be 
responsible for advising the Lord Chancellor on his statutory duties and on the setting of 
priorities for action with regards to policy on coroners at a national level, where these do 
not impact on judicial independence or judicial matters. It would be advised and 
supported by a Bereaved Organisations Committee, which would be independently 
chaired, and represented on the ministerial board. The committee would have a particular 
remit in monitoring the non-judicial “National Charter for the Coroner Service” which we 
published for consultation on 19 May 2011. 
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The ministerial board would be able to look at specific issues that may exist and consider 
whether there may be appropriate action to address these. In addition, the board would 
consider national statistics gathered from the coroner service in England and Wales to 
support the action plan for reform. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/wmstext/11061
4m0001.htm#11061450000007  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

European Parliament 

Buzek on the visit to Yad Vashem  
… President Buzek said: "I was deeply shaken and moved by my visit to Yad Vashem. 
Those crimes are beyond human imagination but yet they happened. The faces that look 
at us from the past leave a stamp in our hearts forever.  
We want to remember, we must, and we always will remember.  On behalf of the 
European Parliament, I came here to pay our deepest respects to the six million Jews 
murdered in the Shoah. I have carried a memory of the Nazi German death 
camp Auschwitz-Birkenau since my childhood. I was born in occupied Poland a few 
dozen kilometres from where the camp was being built. 
The scale of the Holocaust puts a very important responsibility for those who look after 
the memory of that tragedy. Because this is one memory that we can never forget. 
The Holocaust must always be prominent in our minds and in the conscience of 
humanity, and serve as an unequivocal warning forever. It is our duty as Europeans to 
ensure remembrance and to educate. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/press_release/2011/2011-
June/press_release-2011-June-
17.html;jsessionid=1F96049657D9BF4C13B8EA6B2D6F206D  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East (Business Initiatives) 
10. Michael Dugher (Barnsley East) (Lab): What support his Department is 
providing to co-existence projects and joint business initiatives between Israelis and 
Palestinians. [59280] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Alistair Burt): The Department for International 
Development spends about £73 million in Israel and the occupied Palestinian 
territories on a range of measures to promote peace through the conflict 
prevention pool and on economic development. The Foreign Office is spending 
some £70,000 this year on the kind of co-existence projects that the hon. 
Gentleman has mentioned, ranging from language development to courses 
and work inside Israel to help to bind communities together. 

Michael Dugher: According to answers to written ministerial questions in January, 
only 1% of European Union aid to the Palestinians goes to civil society projects. What  
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are the Government doing to ensure that a greater proportion of EU aid is spent on 
developing the co-existence projects that are so vital to the peace process? 

Alistair Burt: The hon. Gentleman is right about the proportion spent, which I 
picked out for the answer that I have just given him. Sometimes it is difficult to 
separate these things out, category by category. For example, the £30 million 
that goes into the promotion of Palestinian economic development feeds into 
work on prosperity and co-existence issues. The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office is open to more project applications coming in for exactly such projects, 
and I will certainly work with the posts involved, in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, to 
see what more we can do to encourage the activities that the hon. Gentleman 
has mentioned. 

Mr Andrew Turner (Isle of Wight) (Con): Will the Government make it clear to the 
Israeli Government that an attack on any future humanitarian flotilla would be met by 
international condemnation? 
Mr Speaker: May I gently remind the Minister that we are talking, narrowly, about co-
existence projects and joint business initiatives? 

Alistair Burt: I believe that I would be right in saying that we see events such 
as the reopening of the Rafah crossing in Gaza as an opportunity to help 
economic development and to encourage co-existence, because the greater 
the economic development on the west bank and in Gaza, the more 
opportunity there will be for both, and the less need there will be for anyone to 
be tempted to try to use a flotilla as a means either of bringing in produce or of 
making a political point. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/debtext/110
614-0001.htm#11061453000024  
 

Topical Questions 
Mr Nigel Dodds (Belfast North) (DUP): Can the Minister update the House on the 
progress that has been made in getting Palestinian leaders, including in Hamas, to 
recognise the right of the state of Israel to exist? 

Mr Hague: Clearly, at the moment Hamas does not recognise the right of 
Israel to exist. Hamas will remain a proscribed organisation from our point of 
view until it commits itself to a negotiated solution and a peaceful approach. 
The criteria that we apply to the new Palestinian Authority are those that I set 
out to the House earlier and last week, including accepting the previous 
agreements of the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/debtext/110
614-0001.htm#11061453000031  
 

Israel: Guided Weapons 
Dr Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what advice his Department 
has (a) sought and (b) received on the implications of the Missile Technology Control 
Regime for the import of Watchkeeper unmanned aerial vehicles and associated 
technology from Israel. [59102] 

Peter Luff: Where necessary the Ministry of Defence consults with other 
Government Departments on the implications that international agreements 
may have on our acquisition programmes. In this case there are no 
implications for the import of the Watchkeeper system to the United Kingdom. 
The Watchkeeper system is classed as a Category II system in that it does not 
have the ability to carry a 500 kg payload to a distance of at least 300 km. 
Exports of Category II systems are permitted under Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR) guidelines in accordance with national export licensing 
arrangements.  
Israel states that it voluntarily adheres to MTCR guidelines despite not being a 
member. In this context it is  therefore  Israel’s  responsibility to have  made an  
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assessment of the Watchkeeper system against MTCR controls before 
approving its export. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/text/110614
w0001.htm#11061460000044  

 
Palestinian State (UN Membership) 

1. Margaret Curran (Glasgow East) (Lab): What his policy is on UN membership for 
a Palestinian state. [59271] 
12. Sandra Osborne (Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock) (Lab): What his policy is on UN 
membership for a Palestinian state. [59282] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): Membership of the UN by September is one option under 
consideration by President Abbas. We believe that Israelis and Palestinians 
should return to negotiations. We will make a decision on UN membership only 
at the appropriate time. 

Margaret Curran: Time and again, the Secretary of State has said that he is in favour 
of an independent Palestinian state based on 1967 borders. Surely with events going 
apace in the middle east, the time is right to show solidarity with the Palestinians, 
support them at the United Nations and prove, once and for all, that we are on the 
Palestinian side. 

Mr Hague: We have lent a great deal of support to Palestinians at the United 
Nations. For instance, as the hon. Lady will know, in February we voted for the 
Palestinian resolution on settlements. We voted the opposite way to the United 
States on that occasion, which is unusual for this country. We strongly support 
a future state based on 1967 borders, and we welcome President Obama’s 
recent speech in that regard. We must remember that the way to a viable and 
secure state is through negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians. It is to 
those negotiations that we want both parties to return. 

Sandra Osborne: I am disappointed in the Foreign Secretary’s answer. If we wait for 
negotiations to resume, we will wait for ever, given how things are going. President 
Obama made self-determination the focus of his speech to the middle east and made 
reference to the brave people struggling for freedom in the Arab world. Does that not 
also apply to the Palestinians, and would UN membership not take us a step forward? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Lady will have to be disappointed with the position of all 
European countries, because we have all withheld a decision on the question 
of Palestinian recognition and membership of the UN. It is vital to remember 
that the way to a secure Israel and a viable, prosperous Palestinian state is 
through negotiations between the two. She is right to be frustrated or 
exasperated by the time that the negotiations have taken. Nevertheless, there 
is no way to lasting peace in the middle east other than through those 
negotiations. 

Sir Malcolm Rifkind (Kensington) (Con): Will the Foreign Secretary impress upon 
the Israeli Government in a friendly but firm way that the only manner by which they 
can avoid an overwhelming vote in favour of a Palestinian state at the General 
Assembly is if the Israeli Prime Minister gives an unequivocal commitment in support 
of a two-state solution, as proposed by President Obama, and a commitment to enter 
into early and meaningful negotiations to that end? 

Mr Hague: Yes, I agree with that. My right hon. and learned Friend is right that 
it is important for Israel to show a readiness to negotiate in the light of 
President Obama’s speech and what could happen at the United Nations in 
September. Indeed, one advantage of the United Kingdom and other EU 
nations considering our position on this matter over the next few months is that 
it will maximise the pressure on both Israelis and Palestinians to enter such 
negotiations. 

Sir Menzies Campbell (North East Fife) (LD):  Does my right hon.  Friend agree that  
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an essential feature of statehood is identifiable and recognised borders? Will he 
therefore confirm that there will be no compromise on the principle that any settlement 
must be based on the borders of 1967? 

Mr Hague: My right hon. and learned Friend will know what the President of 
the United States has said about 1967 borders. We have always said that we 
mean 1967 borders with mutually agreed swaps of land. I therefore do not 
think that we can be as categoric as my right hon. and learned Friend, but 
based on those borders, subject to agreement, there will be a good deal of 
latitude. 

Stephen Twigg (Liverpool, West Derby) (Lab/Co-op): What is the Secretary of 
State’s assessment of the moves towards Palestinian unity? Does the reconciliation 
process between Fatah and Hamas make it more or less likely that the United 
Kingdom will support UN membership for Palestine? 

Mr Hague: Our stance on that, if it comes to that point in September, will 
depend on many things, including the issues that I have commented on. It is 
important that the reformed Palestinian Authority—we still await many of the 
appointments to that body—uphold non-violence, are committed to a 
negotiated two-state solution, and uphold the previous agreements of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. Those are the factors by which we will judge 
the Palestinian approach.  

Andrew Percy (Brigg and Goole) (Con): Mr Speaker, 
“peace cannot be imposed on the parties to the conflict. No vote at the United Nations 
will ever create an independent Palestinian state.” 
They are not my words, but those of President Obama. Might not moving too quickly 
towards a unilateral declaration of statehood undermine moves towards peace 
entirely, and should we not be seeking negotiations towards an agreement between 
the two parties outside the UN? 

Mr Hague: My hon. Friend will have heard in my answers that we have placed 
our emphasis stronglyß on that. There is a need for a return to negotiations by 
both sides, and now that President Obama has made his speech about 1967 
borders, I hope that Palestinians will take that approach. We have already 
talked about the Israeli approach. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/debtext/110
614-0001.htm#11061453000017  
 

Syria 
14. Mark Menzies (Fylde) (Con): What recent reports he has received on Syrian 
protests on the borders of Israel; and if he will make a statement. [59284] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): We are deeply concerned by reports that a number of protesters have 
been killed and others injured. We recognise Israel’s right to defend herself. 
Any response must be proportionate, avoiding lethal use of force unless 
absolutely necessary, and the right to protest should be respected. I call on all 
parties to do everything they can to protect the lives of civilians and to avoid 
provocative acts. 

Mark Menzies: I thank the Foreign Secretary for his answer, but what does this 
incident tell us about wider foreign involvement in Syria and the Syrian Government’s 
handling of protest and unrest? 

Mr Hague: I am not sure what this incident in itself tells us about international 
involvement in Syria. I certainly believe that Iran is engaged in giving direct 
support—both advice and technical equipment—to Syria in the suppression of 
the peaceful protest, which is an extraordinarily hypocritical position given 
Iran’s support for protests elsewhere in the Arab world. I cannot say that that is 
connected with this particular incident, but since the area on the other side of 
the  Golan heights is under the direct control of the  Syrian  authorities,  people  
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can draw their own conclusions. 
Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): Does the Foreign Secretary 
agree that the recent incidents on the Syrian-Israeli border were organised by the 
Syrian Government in an attempt to distract attention from the brutal way in which 
they are dealing with their own internal rebellions? 

Mr Hague: I do not want to add to what I said a moment ago about that. It is a 
remarkably convenient distraction from the point of view of the Syrian 
Government. The position requires both sides—Israel in its response to such 
provocations, and Syria in any role that it may play in such provocations—to 
exercise much greater restraint. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): On a point of fact, have there 
been any Syrian protests on the Israeli border? I thought that the protests were in the 
Golan heights, which, last time I looked, were Syrian territory illegally occupied by 
Israel. 

Mr Hague: The Golan heights are occupied territory, but no one can dispute 
the fact that the territory on the other side is unequivocally under the 
operational control of Syria. That is the point I am making. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/debtext/110
614-0001.htm#11061453000027  

 
 

European Parliament 

Jerzy Buzak: Full speech to the Knesset 
… I am standing here to deliver an unequivocal message of sympathy and solidarity to 
your people: Israel has a fundamental right to exist. Israel has a lasting right to live 
peacefully within secure borders among neighbours who recognise it. Whenever this 
right is questioned, or denied, the European Union will stand firmly by Israel's side, 
without hesitation. 
But I am also addressing you as a citizen and a former Prime minister of Poland, a 
country which has strong bonds with the State of Israel and shares many of its 
legitimate concerns. Jewish Poles who came here contributed to the emergence of 
this homeland. In that regard, the history of the foundation of your state is also the 
history of my country. If I addressed this House 60 years ago, most of its members 
would not need interpretation. … 
The uniqueness of the Shoah is unquestioned. And let me be clear, political leaders 
and all those who continue to deny the Holocaust will never be accepted in the 
community of civilised nations. Because the Holocaust is not only a European tragedy; 
it is a stain on the history of mankind. 
The very significance of remembrance lies precisely in our personal and collective 
responsibility to make sure that a similar tragedy will never happen again. But, the 
fight against anti-Semitism should not be seen only as the fight for a specific group of 
people or countries. It is the fight for all mankind, shared by all of us as human beings 
regardless of our national, political, cultural, ethnic and religious background. … 
Israel's history is part of Europe's history and our fates are intertwined. As 
democracies we are part of the same community of values. You are our neighbours, 
we have a common heritage. … 
I do not want to lecture the representatives of a nation so tried by the past, and so 
great through its history. Free nations chose their own path. I am only speaking based 
on European, Polish and finally personal experience. It was the path of solidarity of 
people, mutual respect and trust, brought an end to European hatred, allowed for 
talks, dialogu and negotiations to supersede war. Democratic principles, giving the 
citizens the right to codecision had fundamental significance. 
You are an extension of Europe, its part. I believe that also here, European solutions 
are possible, bringing respect, recognition and unequivocal support of the international  
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community for decades.  … 
Nobody can afford the status quo. For Israel, continuing to live with the fear of Kassam 
rockets fired on its population is not sustainable. Citizens of Sderot can not live in fear 
of an attack. Not to mention the constant insecurity of being surrounded by hostile 
neighbours. For Palestinians, the "Arab spring" could increase frustration not only 
against the occupation, but also against a divided Palestinian leadership. The only 
way forward is for Israel and the Palestinians to engage in direct negotiations that will 
lead to a two-state solution, two states living side by side in peace, security and 
mutual recognition. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/view/en/press/speeches/sp-2011/sp-2011-
June/speeches-2011-June-
1.html;jsessionid=1F96049657D9BF4C13B8EA6B2D6F206D  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Robert Buckland (South Swindon) (Con): In far too many parts of the world, 
freedom of religion and belief either does not exist or is being severely undermined. Will 
my right hon. Friend establish a commission on freedom of religious belief to advise the 
Government on these important issues?  

Mr Hague: I have already established a human rights advisory group, and at its 
second meeting last week we had a specific discussion about that very subject—
freedom of religion and freedom of worship. The Foreign Office paper for that 
discussion will be discussed at a Wilton Park conference to be held shortly. This is 
a vitally important subject in which the Foreign Office and many other people are 
now engaged. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110614/debtext/110614-
0001.htm#11061453000031  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

FRA 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights Annual Report 
http://www.fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/annual-report-2011_EN.pdf    

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
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Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0071/amend/am071-e.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments (including relating to Universal Jurisdiction, 245, 245A, 245AZA, 
and 245AA) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/ml062-vi.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
** closes in 2 days 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
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Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill (closing date 5 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/june/terrorism-prevention-and-
investigation-measures-bill-second-reading/  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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