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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Government response to Lord Carlile’s sixth annual report on the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act 2005 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/responses/ho-response-pta-
review-6?view=Binary  
 
Government response to the eigth report on the renewal of the control order 
legislation by the Joint Committee on Human Rights 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/responses/gov-response-
8th-JCHR-co-report?view=Binary  

 
 

Welsh Assembly  

First Minister attends official opening of the Fourth Assembly 
The First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones … welcomed Her Majesty the Queen as she 
officially opened the Fourth Assembly. … The First Minister said: “Today marks a new 
chapter for Wales. The historic vote on law making powers means that for the first time 
this institution will be able to introduce laws on devolved subjects without first needing to 
seek the powers from the UK Parliament. However, this new Welsh Government will not 
create legislation for the sake of it. These are challenging times and our focus will be to 
work tirelessly to improve public services in Wales and create opportunities for 
everyone.  It is our job to protect the interests of our people and stand up for Wales.” 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/110607assembly/?lang=en  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the killing of Palestinian refugees on Nakba Day by Israeli forces; and what 
discussions they have had with the Government of Israel regarding this.[HL9549] 
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Demonstrations took place in many countries across the Middle East 
on the weekend of 13-15 May 2011. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) issued a statement on 15 May 2011 expressing his concerns 
and regret: 
"I am deeply concerned by the violence on Israel's borders today and saddened 
by the loss of life. I call on all parties to exercise restraint and ensure that civilian 
life is protected. These developments make clearer than ever that a lasting and 
comprehensive resolution to the conflicts in the region is urgently needed and will 
only be achieved through negotiation". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110606w0002.htm#110
6064005277  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary concerned by reports of protesters killed in Golan Heights  
… The Foreign Secretary said: “I am deeply concerned by reports that a number of 
protesters have been killed and others injured following protests in the Golan Heights 
yesterday. We recognise Israel’s right to defend herself. It is vital that any response is 
proportionate, avoiding lethal use of force unless absolutely necessary, and that the right 
to protest is respected. I continue to call on all parties, including the Governments of 
Israel and Syria, to do everything they can to protect the lives of civilians and to avoid 
provocative acts.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=607293382  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the High Representative, Catherine Ashton, on the incidents of 5 
June in the area of separation on the occupied Syrian Golan 
… “I regret any loss of life and injuries of civilians from IDF action in the area of 
separation on the occupied Syrian Golan on Sunday 5 June. It is important that 
demonstrations be peaceful and the response measured and proportionate. Yesterday’s 
incident could undermine the long-held cease-fire on the Golan. I call on all parties to 
exercise restraint.Provocative actions like this should be avoided. 
The events of 5 June and 15 May emphasize the urgency to resume peace negotiations 
for a comprehensive and sustainable resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The EU 
stands ready to do everything possible to help all parties choose the path of peace and 
engage in successful negotiations.” 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/122433.pdf  
 

 

United Nations 

Deeply Concerned at Events in Occupied Syrian Golan, Secretary-General 
Condemns 
… The Secretary-General has been following with deep concern today’s events in the 
area of separation on the occupied Syrian Golan, including reports of efforts to cross the 
Israeli technical fence and an unconfirmed number of civilian casualties from live IDF 
[Israel Defense Forces] fire.  The United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
(UNDOF) is seeking to confirm facts and help calm a continuing volatile situation in the 
area. … 
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The events of today and of 15 May on the Golan put the long-held ceasefire in jeopardy.  
The Secretary-General calls for maximum restraint on all sides and strict observance of 
international humanitarian law to ensure protection of civilians.  He reminds the Syrian 
authorities of their obligation to protect UNDOF personnel and facilities. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/sgsm13621.doc.htm  

 
UN general confers with Israelis, Lebanese to avoid repeat of deadly border 
clashes 
… Speaking after a meeting with military units from Israel and Lebanon at the UN’s Ras 
Al Naqoura crossing, Major-General Alberto Asarta Cuevas, commander of the UN 
Interim Force in Lebanon said: “Our discussions today will help UNIFIL’s investigation 
into the tragic events of 15 May. My priority now is to bring the investigation to a speedy 
conclusion.” Some 12 people were reportedly killed on 15 May, in border protests in 
Lebanon, the occupied Golan Heights and the occupied Palestinian territories. The 
protests around the region took place as many Palestinians marked what they refer to as 
Nakba or catastrophe – the anniversary of Israeli independence in 1948. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38590&Cr=leban&Cr1=  

 
Time now for real, genuine Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, says UN chief 
 Lamenting the lack of progress in the Middle East peace process, Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon … stressed that it is important now, more than ever, for Israelis and 
Palestinians to engage in real, genuine and meaningful negotiations. 
During a meeting in Rome with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, Mr. Ban 
added that achieving the goal of an independent, viable Palestinian state was long 
overdue, according to information provided by a United Nations spokesperson. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38594&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
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** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/ml062-iv.htm  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/politics/the-timetable-1.1105496  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110606-
0003.htm#11060622000169  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0193/2012193.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0193/en/12193en.pdf  
 

Research paper 
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP11-46.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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