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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills whether 
officials in his Department with policy responsibility for dealing with anti-Semitism in 
universities (a) have regular access to and (b) read Jewish weekly newspapers in the 
course of their official duties; and if he will make a statement. [56613] 

Mr Willetts: Policy officials have access to a range of information sources to 
ensure they are well informed about issues facing the Jewish community in higher 
education. This will include relationships with other Government Departments and 
direct contact with external partners such as the Union of Jewish Students and the 
Community Security Trust. Officials will access the media where this is a 
necessary part of their duties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110523/text/110523w0
005.htm#11052424000040  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Politics and Government 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
(a) reports he has received on and (b) assessment he has made of the implications for 
the Middle East Peace Process of the agreement of 27 April 2011 between the 
Palestinian Authority and Hamas; what discussions he has had with (a) the government 
of Israel, (b) the Palestinian Authority, (c) the Arab League and (d) his US counterpart on 
this issue; and if he will make a statement. [54843] 

Alistair Burt: The reconciliation agreement was signed at a ceremony in Cairo on 
4 May 2011, attended by President Abbas for the Palestinian Authority; Khaled 
Mishaal for Hamas and the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Nabil el Araby. A 
representative from our embassy in Cairo attended as an observer, along with key 
EU partners. 
My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister met with Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
on 4 May 2011 and discussed the announcement on Palestinian unity.  We renew  
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our calls on both sides to commit to peace talks, leading to a Palestinian state that 
exists in peace and security alongside Israel. The Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague) has been clear that Britain hopes that the announcement of 
reconciliation between Fatah and Hamas will lead to the formation of a 
Government that rejects violence and pursues a negotiated peace, and we will 
judge a future Palestinian Government by its actions and its readiness to work for 
peace. 
We will continue to monitor and discuss with the Palestinian Authority, Arab 
League and US via our British Missions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110523/text/110523w0
004.htm#11052422000054  
 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how UN 
General Assembly Resolution A/RES/65/272 will be incorporated into his Department's 
diplomatic policy on the Middle East. [55787] 
Alistair Burt: I have been asked to reply. 

The UK voted in favour of the UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/65/272 in 
order to reinforce our support to the UN Relief and Works Agency's (UNRWA) 
management reform process and to acknowledge UNRWA's critical financial 
situation. 
The UK, through the Department for International Development (DFID), has been 
working closely with UNRWA to ensure that robust management reform plans are 
implemented to achieve maximum efficiency. DFID has a five year agreement 
with UNRWA to provide un-earmarked funding to UNRWA's general budget which 
includes a performance tranche payable if UNRWA meets agreed targets for 
reform. UNRWA is committed to reform and to date has received the additional 
tranche of funding each year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110523/text/110523w0
004.htm#11052422000043  
 

Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they will take to prevent the 
Palestinian village of al-Walaja, near Bethlehem, from being surrounded by a 
wall.[HL9022] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware that in March 2011 the Israeli District Court agreed that 
work on the western part of the wall surrounding al-Walaja should stop until June 
2011 while archaeological work was completed. Since then, the lawyer 
representing the village council has submitted a petition to the administrative 
committee responsible asking for objections to be heard about the expropriation 
order confiscating land in al-Walaja. This is still pending. 
We recognise Israel's right to defend itself but the Israeli separation barrier, where 
it is constructed on the Palestinian side of the green line, is illegal under 
international law. This remains an issue of concern and we will continue to watch 
developments closely. The situation in al-Walaja has led to several other West 
Bank towns along the route of the barrier fearing the same fate. 
We were also concerned about the recent demolition orders issued on 11 May for 
seven houses in the village of al-Walaja. The villagers' lawyer succeeded in 
securing a court decision to prevent the demolitions being carried out within 72 
hours against all seven houses. The court deferred the orders for seven days 
pending a response from the Ministry of Interior to the points raised by the lawyer. 
The court will decide to either uphold or overturn the appeal on 19 May. This 
remains an issue of concern and we will continue to watch developments  closely.  
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The situation in al-Walaja is similar to several other West Bank towns along the 
route of the barrier that believe they will face the same fate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110523w0001.htm#110
52312000453  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-iiia.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 

Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
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Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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