
19 May 2011

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 
 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 
 

 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Faith Schools: Imported Hate Material 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to 
ensure that school inspectors are trained to prevent proliferation of imported race and 
religious hate material in faith schools. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): My Lords, new arrangements for inspecting maintained schools, 
academies and free schools are being developed, and relevant training on 
aspects of pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development will be provided 
to inspectors. Specialist inspectors who undertake work relating to independent 
faith schools are soon to receive more detailed training to enhance understanding 
and awareness of the hate material that they may encounter under exceptional 
circumstances. We are sending a clear message that extremism will not be 
tolerated in schools. 

Baroness Deech: I thank the Minister for that Answer but I wonder whether it is not too 
little and maybe too late. Will he promise us that he will address two problems? One is 
that the inspectorate has so far failed to detect extremist material-for example, that 
sodomy should be punished by killing. Perhaps the problem is that there are at least two 
distinct inspectorates. The second problem is that there seems to be a failure of 
safeguards in part-time religious schools, which seem to have slipped through the net. 
Will the Minister assure us that safeguards will be put in place-for example, to prevent 
the excess use of physical discipline in part-time schools? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: My Lords, lots of points were wrapped up in that question. 
This is a complex area. I agree with the noble Baroness's two underlying points, 
the first being about the need to make sure that inspection is rigorous and that 
inspectors are trained to know what to look for. Part of the problem is, as the 
noble Baroness says, knowing what to look for. In spite of the best regulatory 
frameworks, that will remain a problem but we are addressing it. I agree that the 
point about supplementary schools and physical chastisement needs to be looked 
at. A report was published last year by Sir Roger Singleton. He discussed its 
findings with my ministerial colleagues-particularly the point about physical 
chastisement. They are reflecting on that and working out the practical 
implications of his recommendations. 

Lord McConnell of Glenscorrodale: My Lords, recent incidents of religious hatred in 
Scotland have been a wake-up call for the Scottish Government, and it is to be hoped 
that they will reintroduce some of the measures that they abandoned in 2007 to tackle 
sectarianism across the west of Scotland and beyond.  I  recognise  that religious  bigotry  
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and sectarianism do not respect devolved and reserved areas in our constitution but will 
the UK Government, with the Minister speaking on their behalf, support in any way that 
they can the national efforts being made in Scotland to send sectarianism into the 
dustbin of history? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: My Lords, the noble Lord makes an extremely good point. 
Unfortunately, hatred and bigotry come in many shapes and sizes and we must all 
be very wary about thinking that they come in only one. We take this matter 
seriously and are looking at what further measures may need to be taken. I should 
be very happy to learn from whatever practice there may be in Scotland to make 
sure that, between us, we do everything that we can. 

Lord Elton: My Lords, does the Minister agree that the inspectorate is only the second 
line of defence? The first line of defence is the teaching staff in schools. Can he tell us 
what is done to protect the teaching profession from the arrival in it of people likely to 
inculcate religious hatred, and what steps are taken in training teachers to enable them 
to combat that phenomenon when they meet it? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: My Lords, there are a number of lines of defence: 
inspection is one and parents and the wider community are another. Clearly, 
teachers are a further line. There is also the issue of ensuring that teachers are 
not guilty of spreading hate material and the kind of thoughts and ideas that none 
of us would want to see spread. We are carrying out a review of teachers' 
professional standards, and we have asked them to look at how those standards 
can be used to guard against extremist conduct and the promotion of extremist 
beliefs by members of the teaching profession. 

Lord Avebury: What guidance is given to inspectors in detecting teachers who apply the 
Salafist doctrines that are infecting Pakistan's madrassahs? How do they look for that 
kind of teaching, and what reports has the Minister had on the results of those 
inspections? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: As I said in my Answer, Ofsted is looking at the way in 
which it trains and will be carrying out pilots of its new inspection regime in the 
autumn. It will also be setting up a group within Ofsted that has more specialist 
expertise in knowing what to look for. As regards my noble friend's precise 
questions, I do not know the specific way in which it is training. I would be happy 
to ask the chief inspector of Ofsted to speak to the noble Lord and then to answer 
his questions directly. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: My Lords, I am interested that the focus of the question is 
on faith schools and does not include community schools, particularly academies and 
free schools that seem potentially to be less regulated and accountable in this area. For 
Church of England schools, there is a framework-the statutory inspection of Anglican 
schools-which makes specific mention within the grade descriptors to community 
cohesion and to all children feeling valued and included, regardless of their theistic or 
non-theistic life stance. Is the Minister aware that, were there to be a proliferation of race 
and religious hate material in a church school, it would be regraded as "inadequate" and 
would prompt a diocesan intervention? Does he agree that high-quality RE, which 
supports mutual understanding and valuing, limits the impact of that hate material? 
Would he therefore agree that any reduction in the capacity to develop such high-quality 
RE within the wider curriculum is to be deprecated? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: My Lords, I very much agree with the core point made by 
the right reverend Prelate about faith schools. It highlights the reason why one 
has to be careful of generalisations. One-third of all our schools are faith schools. 
One has to be careful not to spread across an entire sector concerns that one 
might have about a subset. I also know that Church of England schools have a 
particularly good record in promoting strong community cohesion and addressing 
some of these issues in precisely the way that the right reverend Prelate outlined. 

Baroness Hughes of Stretford: My Lords, why, then, in the Education Bill are the 
Government removing the r equirement  on inspectors  to report on  children's  well-being  
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and community cohesion? Are these not the very factors that are relevant to the issues of 
race and religious hatred that noble Lords have raised today? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: We believe that the Ofsted regime that we propose to put 
in place will enable inspectors to check for precisely these points. We are 
extremely hopeful that the additional training that I talked about will enable the 
sharper focus that we need to be applied. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110518-
0001.htm#11051865000431  
 

Faith Communities: Places of Worship 
Alun Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government if he 
will bring forward proposals to identify the requirements of faith communities and places 
of worship within the National Planning Policy Framework. [56155] 

Robert Neill [holding answer 17 May 2011]: All proposals for changes to the 
wording of planning policy in England on the provision of community and social 
infrastructure will receive careful consideration as we continue to work to create 
the National Planning Policy Framework. At this stage I cannot say what exactly 
will appear in the draft Framework, but we are committed to full public consultation 
in the summer and we will welcome responses from faith communities as part of 
that public engagement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110518/text/110518w0
003.htm#11051892000046  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Terrorism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what reports he has received of terrorist incidents in Israel since January 2011; how 
many British citizens were (a) killed, (b) seriously injured and (c) slightly injured in each 
incident; and if he will make a statement; [55248] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with the Arab League on terrorist incidents in 
Israel; and if he will make a statement. [55249] 

Alistair Burt: Since January 2011, there have been two terrorist incidents 
involving British citizens. On 23 March 2011 a bomb exploded at a bus station in 
West Jerusalem: one British national was killed and one dual British-Israeli 
national was treated for shock. On 7 April 2011 an anti tank missile hit a school 
bus in Southern Israel injuring one dual British-Israeli national who later died of his 
injuries. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) has made clear our 
concerns about the recent violence in Gaza and southern Israel.   
We have made clear to the Government of Israel that while Israel has every right 
to protect its people, it is also important that in so doing that it also shows restraint 
and makes every effort to avoid causing civilian casualties. 
We continue to call on all parties to act with restraint and do all they can to prevent 
loss of innocent life, to bring the perpetrators to justice and to reduce current 
tensions. We renew our calls on all sides to commit to peace talks. 
We continue to have regular dialogue with the Israelis, Palestinians and the Arab 
League at both ministerial and official level. A wide range of issues are discussed 
at these various meetings, including terrorist attacks and violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110518/text/110518w0
003.htm#11051892000065  
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Palestinians: Agricultural Products 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer when HM Revenue and Customs 
plans to implement the new arrangements under the EU-Palestine trade agreement to 
give duty-free access to imports of agricultural produce from the West Bank and Gaza. 
[56137] 

Mr Gauke: Procedures in the European Union and Palestine for the conclusion of 
the Agreement are still ongoing. However, when the date of entry into force of the 
Agreement is known HMRC will issue a Customs information Paper which will 
provide UK importers with information about the new improved preferential rates 
of customs duty for Palestinian products. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110518/text/110518w0
004.htm#1105193000008  
 

Israel and Palestine: Quartet 
Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many civil 
servants have been seconded to the Office of the Quartet Representative, and at what 
cost, broken down by each sponsor department, in each year since 2007.[HL8897] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Since 2007, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) has 
seconded: one higher executive officer equivalent (salary range £23,157 to 
£31,495); one grade 7 equivalent (salary range £38,852 to £53,783) who has 
since retired; and one senior civil servant (salary range £57,300 to £116,000) to 
work in the Office of the Quartet Representative. Salary costs of those seconded 
have been met by the FCO. 
The Department for International Development also funds a secondee to provide 
expert governance analysis (Grade 6 equivalent, salary range £55,814 to 
£66,873). 
A locally engaged secondee to the Office of the Quartet Representative in 
Jerusalem was also funded through the Conflict Prevention Pool from October 
2007-August 2008 at a total cost of £30,874. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110518w0002.htm#110
51884001659  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Report Stage, Hosue of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110518/debtext/1105
18-0002.htm#11051871000002  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/pro1611805p.595-
600.html  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110518-
0001.htm#11051865000437  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110518-
0002.htm#11051894000118  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Bill showing changes made in Committee 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2010-11/compared-
bills/Protection-of-Freedoms-bill-110519.pdf   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
** The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm  
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