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First Minister Peter Robinson 

Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness 

Office of the First Minister and deputy First 
Minister: Junior Ministers 

Jonathan Bell 

Martina Anderson 

Agriculture and Rural Development Michelle O'Neill 

Culture, Arts and Leisure Carál Ní Chuilín 

Education John O'Dowd 

Employment and Learning Stephen Farry 

Enterprise, Trade and Investment Arlene Foster 

Environment Alex Attwood 

Finance and Personnel Sammy Wilson 

Health, Social Services and Public Safety Edwin Poots 

Justice David Ford 

Regional Development Danny Kennedy 

Social Development Nelson McCausland 

 
 

Israel 

United Nations 

Ban urges restraint after day of deadly clashes across the Middle East 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has led a chorus of United Nations calls for all sides in the 
Middle East to exercise maximum restraint after a day of clashes around the region in 
which at  least a  dozen  people are  reported to have died. …   “The  Secretary-General is  
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deeply concerned that a significant number of people have been killed or injured,” his 
spokesperson said in a statement. “He calls on all concerned to show restraint and refrain 
from provocations so as to prevent escalation of tensions and ensure civilians are not 
killed or injured.” … 
Mr. Ban's call for restraint was echoed by Major-General Alberto Asarta Cuevas, the Force 
Commander of the UN peacekeeping operation in southern Lebanon… 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and UN Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Valerie Amos … voiced extreme concern about today's clashes. … “Palestinians are 
utterly frustrated by the impact of Israeli policies on their lives. They can't move freely 
around their territory. They can't plan their communities. They are evicted from their 
homes. Their homes are regularly demolished,” … 
To read the full press release see 
 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38386&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

UN human rights expert on the 63th anniversary of the Palestinian Nakba  
… Richard Falk, marks the 63rd anniversary of the Nakba, the catastrophic beginning of the 
Palestinian tragedy of dispossession and occupation, with the following statement:  
“I commemorate Nakba this year dismayed by the killing of demonstrators observing the day 
in the occupied Palestinian territory and elsewhere in the region. 
Since the Nakba on 15 May 1948 Israel has continuously confiscated Palestinian land in 
order to build illegal settlements and populate them with Israeli citizens. It is astonishing that 
no one in the international community has stepped forward, after 63 years, to coerce Israel 
to comply with international law. Israel's legacy of ethnic cleansing persists, and manifests 
itself in an array of challenges to the security of residency for Palestinians living under 
occupation. … 
“This is a particularly notable Nakba anniversary, as it coincides with the release of 
information confirming that Israel secretly revoked as many as 140,000 residency permits of 
Palestinians between 1967 and 1994. This is not only another violation of Israel’s 
obligations as the Occupying Power under the Fourth Geneva Convention. It is also a 
glaring example of several sinister schemes that Israel has employed over the years to rid 
historic Palestine of its original inhabitants, in order to make space for Israeli citizens. 
“The international community needs to take urgent action to compel Israel to end its 
confiscation and occupation of Palestinian land.” … 
to read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11018&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-irc.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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