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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Alan Johnson (Kingston upon Hull West and Hessle) (Lab): On the subject of empty 
opposition, the Prime Minister castigated his predecessor for not proscribing the radical 
Islamist organisation, Hizb ut-Tahrir, when the previous Prime Minister had been in post 
for a week. The right hon. Gentleman has now been in post for a year. I would like to give 
him the opportunity to castigate himself. 

The Prime Minister: It is very kind of the right hon. Gentleman to give me that 
opportunity. We are clear that we must target groups that promote extremism, not 
just violent extremism. We have proscribed one or two groups. I would like to see 
action taken against Hizb ut-Tahrir, and that review is under way. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110511/debtext/11051
1-0001.htm#11051175000009  
 

Animals: Slaughterhouses 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
estimate she has made of the number of animals (a) slaughtered without stunning and 
(b) which suffered a mis-stunning in the last year for which figures are available. [54886] 

Mr Paice: The most recent data on the slaughter of animals without prior stunning 
was published in March 2004 by the Meat Hygiene Service in its Animal Welfare 
Review. The data was collected through a survey of meat plants between 1 and 7 
September 2003. The following table shows the number of animals killed over that 
period without prior stunning for the production of kosher and halal meat: 

Species  Not stunned  

Cattle 365 

Calves 8 

Young lambs 6,845 

Other sheep 11,454 

Goats 62 

Broilers 167,745 

Hens 15,900 

Turkeys 749 

Ducks 610 
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More recent data collected by the EU Dialrel project: 
http://www.dialrel.eu/images/factsheet-assesment-practices.pdf  
shows that, of the UK abattoirs surveyed, 100% of the animals and birds 
slaughtered for the production of kosher meat were slaughtered without prior 
stunning. For halal meat, 25% of cattle and 7% of sheep were slaughtered without 
prior stunning. The Dialrel data also indicates that no poultry were slaughtered for 
halal production without stunning. 
There is no data available on mis-stunning. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110511/text/110511w0
004.htm#11051186000023  

 
Schools: Race Equality 

Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what evidential factors were 
considered when assessing the race equality impact of the current Education Bill. 
[HL8685] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): The Government considered a wide range of evidence in developing 
the policies reflected in the Education Bill and in considering their impact on race 
equality. The equality impact assessment, published at the time of the introduction 
of the Education Bill, summarises these factors. It draws on data from the national 
pupil database and from the Longitudinal Study of Young People in England, on 
studies based on those data, and on independent reports, such as the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission report How fair is Britain? 

Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what evidence exists and is used to 
assess the race equality impact for black pupils attending academies.[HL8686] 

Reply from Lord Hill of Oareford: The department published an equalities 
impact assessment for the academies programme in 2010. It included an 
assessment of the intake to academies by ethnic group and an assessment of the 
Key Stage 4 results of pupils by ethnic group. The equalities impact assessment is 
available at: 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport/inclusionandlearnersupport/inclu
sion/equalityanddiversity/x0063621/equality-impact-assessments-carried-out-
since-may-2010. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110511w0001.htm#1105
1181000240  
 
  

Scottish Parliament 

Tricia Marwick MSP elected as the Scottish Parliament’s first female Presiding 
Officer  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-11/pa11-012.htm 
 
 
Scottish Parliament Information Centre: Election 2011 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-29.pdf   

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

New Presiding Officer and First Minister elected by the National Assembly for 
Wales 
Rosemary Butler AM has been elected as the new Presiding Officer of the National 
Assembly for Wales. She becomes the first female Presiding Officer of any devolved UK 
administration and only the second, after Baroness Boothroyd, of any UK legislature. … 
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Members also today nominated Carwyn Jones AM First Minister of the Welsh 
Government. He is the leader of the largest party in the new Assembly after last week’s 
elections. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=215582&ds=5/2011  

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly 

Assembly re-elects Speaker, First and Deputy First Minister 
The Northern Ireland Assembly has today re-elected Mr William Hay MLA as Speaker. … 
Peter Robinson MLA was appointed to the position of First Minister with Mr Martin 
McGuinness MP MLA appointed as deputy First Minister.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Speakers_Office/2011mandate/press/2011/so011112.htm  
 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Research and Information Service:  
Consider this… Research reflections for a new mandate 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/researchandlibrary/2011/CONSIDER-THIS-RESEARCH-
REFLECTIONS.pdf  

 
 

Courier 

Sheriff forced to adjourn trial of students accused of anti-semitism    
The trial of two St Andrews University students charged with anti-semitism was adjourned 
on Wednesday after one of the accused sacked his defence team. …  
The day began with drama outside Cupar Sheriff Court as protesters from the Scottish 
Palestinian Solidarity Campaign gathered to express concern over the case. … 
It is understood Donnachie will argue that his human right to freedom of political 
expression will be breached if he is convicted. 
Both students face a charge alleging that on March 12 at a building owned by the 
university in Links Crescent, they acted in a racially-aggravated manner intended to 
cause alarm or distress to Mr Reitblat. The charge states they placed their hands inside 
their trousers and on to their genitals before rubbing them on a flag of Israel. It is also 
alleged they made comments of an offensive nature within Mr Reitblat's presence, 
contrary to the Criminal Law Act. An alternative charge states the pair behaved in a 
threatening or abusive manner likely to cause a reasonable person to suffer fear or alarm 
by acting in the manner described, contrary to the Criminal Justice Act. 
To read the full report see 
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/News/Fife/article/13875/sheriff-forced-to-adjourn-trial-of-
students-accused-of-anti-semitism.html 
 
The Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign has published three related articles on 
its website at 
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3634:defe
nd-the-right-to-criticise-israel&catid=247:notices-of-coming-events&Itemid=200705 
and 
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3635:201
1-may-10th-israel-critics-face-qracismq-charge&catid=255&Itemid=100345 
and 
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3637:201
1-may-12th-israel-critics-racism-trial-adjourned&catid=255&Itemid=100345  

TOP 
 

 
3

http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=215582&ds=5/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=215582&ds=5/2011
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Speakers_Office/2011mandate/press/2011/so011112.htm
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/researchandlibrary/2011/CONSIDER-THIS-RESEARCH-REFLECTIONS.pdf
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/researchandlibrary/2011/CONSIDER-THIS-RESEARCH-REFLECTIONS.pdf
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/News/Fife/article/13875/sheriff-forced-to-adjourn-trial-of-students-accused-of-anti-semitism.html
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/News/Fife/article/13875/sheriff-forced-to-adjourn-trial-of-students-accused-of-anti-semitism.html
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3634:defend-the-right-to-criticise-israel&catid=247:notices-of-coming-events&Itemid=200705
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3634:defend-the-right-to-criticise-israel&catid=247:notices-of-coming-events&Itemid=200705
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3635:2011-may-10th-israel-critics-face-qracismq-charge&catid=255&Itemid=100345
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3635:2011-may-10th-israel-critics-face-qracismq-charge&catid=255&Itemid=100345
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3637:2011-may-12th-israel-critics-racism-trial-adjourned&catid=255&Itemid=100345
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3637:2011-may-12th-israel-critics-racism-trial-adjourned&catid=255&Itemid=100345


 

 

Holocaust 

BBC 

John Demjanjuk guilty of Nazi death camp murders 
A German court has found John Demjanjuk guilty of helping to murder more than 28,000 
Jews at a Nazi death camp in World War II. He was sentenced to five years in prison, 
one year less than prosecutors had asked for, but will be released pending a possible 
appeal. 
Prosecutors said the Ukraine-born Demjanjuk, 91, was a guard at Sobibor camp in Nazi-
occupied Poland in 1943. He denied serving as a guard, saying he was a prisoner of war 
and a victim too. 
Lawyers for Demjanjuk have said they will appeal against the conviction. … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-12321549  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Children and armed conflict 
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=s/2011/250&Lang=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Council of Europe 

Living together Combining diversity and freedom in 21st-century Europe 
http://book.coe.int/ftp/3667.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/amend/su060-ib.htm  
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1611105a.1
987-1993.html  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110511-
0001.htm#11051171000299  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-ia.htm  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1461205m.237-243.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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