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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding restrictions placed upon Palestinian building 
activity in Area C of the West Bank. [HL8679] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Israeli Government and the quartet representative announced a 
package of confidence-building measures in February 2011 that included an 
Israeli agreement to fast-track plans for construction of schools and health clinics 
in Area C. Implementation is now key. We also want to see this agreement 
extended to allow new housing in Area C to accommodate the growth of the 
Palestinian population. 
As the noble Baroness is aware, we are concerned at the level of demolitions and 
evictions in East Jerusalem and Area C and continue to lobby hard on these 
issues. We view any attempts to change facts on the ground as a serious 
provocation likely to raise tensions, cause unnecessary suffering and damage the 
peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110510w0001.htm#110
51071000809  

 
 

Foreign Affairs Committee 

Written evidence from Human Rights Watch on FCO's human rights work 2010-11 
43. Israel/Occupied Palestinian territories - The report provides a generally accurate 
overview of the human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian territories, as well as in 
Israel itself. As the report notes, many of these concerns stem from Israel’s occupation of 
Palestinian territories. Israeli human rights violations in the West Bank include denial of 
due process, restricting the rights to free expression and assembly, land confiscation, 
home demolitions, abuses of detainees, improper administrative detention, the 
revocation of residency rights, and impunity for settler violence. Palestinians in Gaza 
suffer from Israel’s ongoing closure policy and shootings in the buffer zone. Similarly, the 
report is right to say that Hamas continues to suppress Palestinian civil society and 
freedom of expression in Gaza and to abuse detainees, and that hundreds of thousands 
of Israeli civilians are at risk of rocket and mortar fire from Gaza. As the FCO report also 
notes, the Palestinian Authority’s security services continue to abuse detainees with 
virtual impunity.  
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44. While the report highlights examples of where UK Ministers and officials have raised 
human rights concerns with the Israeli and Palestinians authorities, Human Rights Watch 
believes that the UK Government should speak out more forcefully on accountability for 
war crimes committed by all sides during the 2008-09 Gaza conflict. Israeli actions to 
investigate gross violations by Israeli forces during "Operation Cast Lead" have been 
seriously inadequate, while Hamas has done nothing to investigate serious violations on 
its side. Despite the controversy occasioned by Richard Goldstone’s article in April 2011 
on the work of his UN authorised inquiry into the Gaza conflict, Human Rights Watch 
believes that major violations of international humanitarian law did occur during this 
conflict and that all need to be thoroughly investigated.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmfaff/writev/human/hr12.h
tm  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism: Germany 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of levels of anti-Semitism in Germany since May 2010; what 
recent discussions he has had with his German counterpart about anti-Semitism in 
Germany; and if he will make a statement. [54848] 

Reply from Mr Lidington: I have not received any reports of anti-Semitism in 
Germany since May 2010, nor have I had any recent discussions with my German 
counterpart on this issue. 
The UK is committed to fighting discrimination and intolerance. Combating all 
forms of racism remains an important part of the Government's human rights 
policy. In December 2010 we published the Government's first progress update 
report on our work to take forward the recommendations of the 2006 all-party 
parliamentary inquiry into anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110510/text/110510w0
005.htm#11051093000094  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110510-
0001.htm#11051068001828 
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1611005a.1931-
1937.html 
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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