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Scottish Parliament Information Centre 

Key issues for the Parliament in Session 4    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-28.pdf 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Dubs: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to encourage a 
settlement between Israel and Palestine. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): As my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary said in Cairo on 
2 May, we renew our calls for both sides to commit to peace talks, leading to a 
Palestinian state that exists in peace and security alongside Israel. We want to 
see a resumption of negotiations based on clear parameters supported by the 
international community: 1967 borders with equivalent land swaps, appropriate 
security arrangements, Jerusalem as the capital of both states and a just solution 
for refugees. 

Lord Dubs: My Lords, the Minister will be aware of the widespread support that there 
has been for the Prime Minister's recent positive approach to the agreement between 
Fatah and Hamas. What is the Government's view on the Israeli Government's threat to 
withhold $105 million-worth of tax and customs revenues from the Palestinian Authority 
in case it should proceed with this agreement with Hamas? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We think that that is the wrong approach. On the 
contrary, Israel and the two parties that are now coming together in some 
reconciliation should now take the opportunities offered to carry the whole peace 
process forward. It should be recognised that, unfortunately, Hamas's 
commitment to non-violence has not yet taken place-it has not yet committed to 
the quartet principles and we would like to see it be a more effective partner for 
peace-but on the whole we see these trends as the right ones and we think that 
the Israeli withholding of revenues is the wrong approach. 
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Lord Clinton-Davis: While I support a genuine rapprochement between Israel and the 
Palestinians-most of the Palestinians, not all of them-is it possible to broker a real deal as 
long as Hamas pledges to destroy Israel? Is it realistically negotiable? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The noble Lord is right that that is the obstacle. As I 
have just said in my answer to the noble Lord, Lord Dubs, we think that when 
Hamas is ready to be a genuine partner for peace and is committed to the quartet 
principles, we can go forward. Clearly, though, at the moment it is not and that is 
undoubtedly an obstacle, as the noble Lord acutely recognises. 

Lord Ashdown of Norton-sub-Hamdon: My Lords, given that we all know that a 
settlement between Israel and Palestine can be based only on a two-state solution, and 
given that the present pattern of Israeli settlements makes the second state-that is, the 
Palestinian state-completely unviable, is it not the case that no such solution could ever 
realistically be achieved without a withdrawal of at least some, if not all, of the current 
pattern of Israeli settlements? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: My noble friend is right that the settlements issue is 
also at the heart of this, and there are major difficulties ahead. In discussions on 
the two-state prospect, there have been some ideas of the settlements existing 
within Palestinian jurisdiction while, as my noble friend has said, other ideas 
include some withdrawal. These matters have all been examined in immense 
detail as part of the move forward, but first there has to be some movement in 
recognising that we now have opportunities for the peace process to develop in 
the right direction, rather than the attitude that we hear in some quarters at 
present that, "Nothing can be done for the moment because we don't know where 
anyone stands, we don't know where Egypt stands and we don't know where the 
Fatah/Hamas agreement really stands". That is a negative attitude. We must 
overcome that and move forward on all these fronts, including the settlements. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, was it not a great mistake to impose completely unacceptable 
preconditions on Hamas? Has the noble Lord noted that polls recently showed that 52 
per cent of Israelis welcomed engagement with Hamas? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I hear what the noble Lord says, but our position 
remains that we are not prepared to talk to Hamas until it renounces violence, 
recognises Israel and adheres to the quartet principles. That is and will remain our 
view. If Hamas changes its attitude and moves forward, and if the partnership with 
al-Fatah comes to a positive conclusion, we will be prepared to review the 
situation, but at the moment that is our position. 

The Lord Bishop of Norwich: My Lords, does the Minister agree that the recent 
withdrawal of residency permits from any Palestinians is a grave violation of basic human 
rights, and diminishes the capacity of many faith and community leaders to contribute to 
a peace settlement? In the case of Suheil Dawani, the Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem, it 
also further alienates the small Christian community in the Holy Land. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Yes, these are further concerns. I was about to say 
irritants but they are more than irritants; they are the sort of worries that we raise 
again and again with the authorities concerned and with the Israeli Government. 
We will do so in the future as well. 

Lord Clarke of Hampstead: My Lords, many people will be pleased-if that is the right 
word-to hear that the Government are not prepared to deal with a terrorist organisation 
until it renounces its determination to drive Israel into the sea. Does the Minister agree 
with me that the first stage in getting the understanding that the Government are looking 
for is for the people who are lobbing missiles into Israel, almost on a daily basis, to be 
brought to book? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: That is clearly one of the necessary cessations that 
must occur. However, one must take a balanced approach and recognise that it 
goes hand in hand with an acceleration of the easing of the supply of provisions 
into Gaza, where conditions have been horrific. These things all move together. If 
one concentrates on just one transgression on one side, progress is inevitably  
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halted. However, the noble Lord is absolutely right that one of the essential 
conditions is for one of the key parties concerned-Hamas-to desist, or to persuade 
minorities that it may control to desist, from shooting rockets into Israeli towns, 
wounding and damaging completely innocent people. 

Lord Phillips of Sudbury: My Lords, does the Minister accept that power is given to the 
extremist wing of Hamas by the relentless Israeli colonisation of the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem, and that without a cessation of that at least there is no chance that the 
moderate majority within Hamas will be able to bring about the conditions that he 
mentions? At the same time, will he urge the Israeli Government to observe the results of 
the forthcoming Palestinian elections and not scupper them, as they did in 2006 by 
kidnapping 26 Hamas MPs? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Balanced handling of settlements and the Jerusalem 
problem is at the centre of the whole situation. Urging the Israeli Government to 
proceed in a way that will not scupper-in my noble friend's words-any progress is 
something that we do in our constant dialogue with the Israeli authorities. We will 
certainly continue along those lines. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110509-
0001.htm#11050911001595  

 
Gaza 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of United Kingdom and European anti-terrorist legislation upon non-
governmental organisations operating in Gaza and their ability to provide key 
services.[HL8678] 

Baroness Verma: We recognise that non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
operating in Gaza do important work in challenging conditions. UK and European 
Union terrorist finance legislation prohibits funds being made available for the 
benefit of Hamas, but it is not a barrier in itself to NGOs delivering services to 
ordinary Gazans. NGOs are permitted to make contact with Hamas if this is 
necessary for the delivery of assistance, although this should happen at the 
lowest possible technical level. We judge that the key hindrances to the delivery of 
aid in Gaza are in fact Hamas's interference in NGO operations, which should 
desist; and Israel's ongoing access restrictions on importation of goods and 
movement of people, into and out of the territory. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110509w0001.htm#110
5092000096  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions 
T9. [54351] Mike Freer (Finchley and Golders Green) (Con): The Minister is aware of 
the 60 or 70 Yemeni Jews who are trapped in Yemen. What can he do to help to facilitate 
the visa applications of those families with strong British links? 

Damian Green: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for bringing up this issue. He will 
understand that it would be inappropriate for me to provide a running commentary 
at the Dispatch Box on individual applications for asylum or any other form of 
immigration, but I am aware that he has written to me about the matter and I will 
reply to him shortly. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110509/debtext/11050
9-0001.htm#11050912000027  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/amend/su060-ia.htm 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights: Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201012/jtselect/jtrights/138/138.pdf  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/ml062-i.htm   
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1461005m.177-183.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes today 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
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Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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