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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

PM’s message for Rosh Hashanah 
Prime Minister David Cameron has sent his warm wishes to Jewish people in Britain and 
around the world as they prepare to celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. 
The PM said: “I’d like to wish everyone in the Jewish Community here in Britain and 
around the world a Shanah Tovah. 
“I know this is a time when many of you will be reflecting on the past year and looking to 
the challenges ahead. On the former, I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to 
the tremendous contribution your community has made to this country and continues to 
make each year. Last year Dayan Ehrentreu presented me with the original copy of the 
Lexicon written by my great, great grandfather Emile Levita, a German-Jewish banker 
who came here to this country 150 years ago. I was incredibly moved by his story. And it 
made me appreciate all the more what the Jewish community has brought to Britain. 
 “As for the future, I know that this New Year comes at a time of particular concern to 
many about events around the world and about the welfare of Israel. So let me reaffirm 
that, with me, you have a Prime Minister whose belief in Israel is unshakeable and whose 
commitment and determination to work for peace in Israel is deep and strong. Britain will 
continue to push for peace, but will always stand up for Israel against those who wish her 
harm.  
“I wish you all a happy and peaceful Rosh Hashanah.”  
 The PM’s message in Hebrew 
 .טובה שנה ברכת  העולם ובכל בבריטניה כאן היהודית הקהילה כל  את  לברך רוצה אני
 ,לעבר בנוגע .שיבואו האתגרים על  וגם שתמה השנה על  לאחור מביטים אתם בה  תקופה שזאת יודע  אני
 וממשיכה  השנה העניקה שלכם שהקהילה האדירה התרומה על לכם להודות זו הזדמנות לקחת  ברצוני
 שכתב  הלקסיקון של  מקורי עותק  לי  נתן ארנטרוי דיין ,שעברה בשנה .שעוברת שנה כל  ךבמש  להעניק
 – מאוד אותי ריגש סיפורו .שנה 150 לפני לבריטניה שעבר גרמני-יהודי בנקאי ,לביטה אמיל סבי של סבו
 .למדינתנו בריטניה  יהודי של האדירה התרומה את יותר עוד להעריך לי וגרם
 שלומה  וגם  בעולם אירועים לגבי מודאגים רבים שבה בתקופה נחגג  השנה שראש דע יו אני :העתיד לגבי
 ועם בישראל יציבה אמונה בעל ממשלה ראש לכם יש  ,איתי כי בפניכם להדגיש רוצה אני .ישראל של
 על תגן תמיד  וגם ,לשלום לחתור תמשיך בריטניה .השלום להבאת לעבוד וחזקה רבה ונחישות מחויבות
 .בה לפגוע שרוצים מאלה ישראל

 .טובה ושנה שמח  חג  לכולכם מאחל אני
 קמרון  דיוויד

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pmroshhashanahmessage/  
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary's Rosh Hashanah message  
Speaking today, the Foreign Secretary said:  
"I am delighted to send my best wishes to the Jewish community in the UK and around 
the world as you get ready to celebrate Rosh Hashanah. 
The Jewish New Year traditionally gives us the chance to pause and reflect on the past 
year and its events. This year has seen historic developments across the Middle East. 
Those events have created great hope for freedom. They have also brought uncertainty 
for Israel. 
It is my hope that the new year should bring us closer towards a negotiated solution 
between Israel and the Palestinians. This is the only way that Israelis and Palestinians 
can achieve the lasting peace and security they both need and deserve, and which the 
Arab Spring has made more crucial than ever. I would like to wish you and your families 
a very Happy New Year. May this be a year of peace for Israel and all its neighbours. 
L’Shanah Tovah U’Metuka (to a happy and sweet new year)." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=661331282  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Statement 

Equalities 
The Minister for Finance and Leader of the House (Jane Hutt):  … This Government 
is working hard to develop long-term positive change to eliminate unlawful racial and 
religious discrimination and to promote race equality and good race relations. To help us 
to achieve this, I have convened a race forum, which will meet for the first time in 
February next year. The Wales race forum will provide expert support and advice to the 
Welsh Government to understand the key issues and barriers in black and minority 
ethnic communities. The faith communities forum will continue to facilitate dialogue 
between the Welsh Government and the major faith communities on matters that affect 
economic, social and cultural life in Wales. … 
… The community cohesion strategy … acknowledges that hate crime can be one of the 
most serious consequences of low cohesion. It is a key priority of the Welsh Government 
to work with partners to reduce homophobic, transphobic, disability-related and 
religiously motivated bullying and hate crime. … 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=222388&ds=9%2F2011#dat3  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns Israel’s announcement on settlement expansion  
Commenting on today’s announcement by the Government of Israel on settlement 
advancement, the Foreign Secretary said: “I condemn today’s news that the Government 
of Israel is advancing plans for 780 new settlement housing units, with an option of an 
additional 600 units in the East Jerusalem settlement of Mordot Gilo.  This is a time when 
all parties should be striving to return to talks and responding to the Quartet statement 
call to refrain from provocative actions.  Settlement expansion is illegal under 
international law, corrodes trust and undermines the basic principle of land for 
peace.  We call on the Government of Israel to revoke this decision.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=661889782  
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European Parliament 

Parliament approves deal to boost trade with Palestinian Authority 
Parliament voted today to approve a trade agreement that will help boost the Palestinian 
economy by enabling the West Bank and Gaza to expand exports of farm and fisheries 
products to the EU from early 2012.  The agreement between the EU and the Palestinian 
Authority grants duty-free and mostly quota-free access to the European market for 
agricultural and fisheries products from the West Bank and Gaza Strip and provides 
access to Palestinian markets for some European produce. … 
MEPs believe that opening EU markets to Palestinian products, which have up to now 
been under the direct control of the Israeli customs authorities, will help the Palestinian 
people expand their economy. Now that it has Parliament´s approval, the agreement can 
enter into force early next year. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110927IPR27614/html/Parliamen
t-approves-deal-to-boost-trade-with-Palestinian-Authority  
 

 

United Nations 

Security Council refers Palestinian application to UN membership committee 
The President of the Security Council today referred Palestine’s application to become a 
United Nations Member State to the committee that deals with the admission of new 
members. … The Council’s Committee on the Admission of New Members is slated to 
consider the application on Friday. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39863&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN political chief urges Israelis and Palestinians to give diplomacy a chance 
… “Judged by the passions of last week, the parties remain far apart. No one can deny 
the depth of their dispute,” Under-Secretary-General B. Lynn Pascoe told the Security 
Council in his monthly update on the Middle East. “But there are now some building 
blocks in place that could help make negotiations more effective than before – a clear 
timetable, expectations that the parties must come forward with proposals, and an active 
role of the Quartet,” … 
… Mr. Pascoe and the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
Robert Serry, spoke out against today’s decision by Israeli authorities to advance 
planning for a large number of new settlement units in East Jerusalem. A statement 
issued by Mr. Serry’s office noted that the decision not only ignores the Quartet’s appeal 
to the parties to refrain from provocative actions, but also “sends the wrong signal at this 
sensitive time.” …  
Turning to Gaza, he condemned the continued firing of rockets from the area into Israel, 
while also calling on Israel to show maximum restraint in their response. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39828&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

West Bank: demolitions and attacks against Palestinians must stop 
… “The impact and discriminatory nature of these demolitions and evictions is completely 
unacceptable. These actions by the Israeli authorities violate human rights and 
humanitarian law and must end immediately,” said the three Special Rapporteurs working 
on the rights to adequate housing, water and sanitation, and food. 
Palestinian  property  is not only  destroyed  by the  Israeli  Civil Administration authorities  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110927IPR27614/html/Parliament-approves-deal-to-boost-trade-with-Palestinian-Authority
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110927IPR27614/html/Parliament-approves-deal-to-boost-trade-with-Palestinian-Authority
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39863&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/sc10396.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39828&Cr=palestin&Cr1


 

and military but also by Israeli settlers. “In some places, there are nearly weekly burnings 
of Palestinian villagers’ land, trees and crops by Israeli settlers,” … 
“The preferential treatment of Israeli settlers over Palestinians is blatantly discriminatory,” 
noted the experts drawing attention to the fact that Illegal Israeli settlements in East 
Jerusalem and the rest of the West Bank are expanding while Palestinian applications for 
permits are denied, and their homes and properties are destroyed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 

 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
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Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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