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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Rosh Hashanah message 
… First Minister Alex Salmond said: "Across Scotland our Jewish communities are 
preparing for Rosh Hashanah - the Jewish New Year, also known as the Feast of the 
Trumpets. It's my pleasure, on behalf of the Scottish Government and the people of 
Scotland, to wish you all 'Shanah tovah umetukah', a good and sweet year. Rosh 
Hashanah is a solemn occasion, a time of introspection and reflecting both personally 
and communally on the achievements of the past year and on the challenges of the year 
to come. It is also the perfect occasion for all Scots to reflect on the rich contribution 
Scotland's Jewish communities have made to our nation. As you come together at Rosh 
Hashanah, summoned by the call of the Shofar - the ram's horn used as a trumpet - I 
hope that all your prayers for a peaceful, prosperous, successful and sweet year are 
heard and answered: 'Ketiva ve-chatima tovah' (may you be written in the Book of Life for 
a good year)." 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/09/22094339  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Middle East Peace Process: the two sides must sit down and negotiate  
Writing in the Sunday Telegraph, the Foreign Secretary said: "Time is running out for a 
two-state solution. That is one thing everyone agreed on in all the discussions I had at 
the United Nations last week on the Middle East Peace Process. … Public opinion across 
the region is increasingly intolerant of the failure to address legitimate Palestinian 
aspirations in a way that meets Israeli needs. … 
All sides bear responsibility for the impasse. The United Kingdom deplores any attempt to 
delegitimise Israel, but friends of Israel should be concerned about its growing isolation in 
the international community. … For their part, the Palestinians have missed opportunities 
for peace, imposing further conditions for a return to talks. … 
… while we support the principle of Palestinian statehood, we know that only a negotiated  
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settlement can create a viable state. No resolution at the UN can substitute for the 
political will necessary if both sides are to come to the negotiating table. Facts on the 
ground should not be changed other than through negotiations. … 
No vote is imminent in the Security Council while the membership committee considers 
its recommendation. So far we have not been presented with a detailed proposal on 
which to take a position. Whether the committee returns the issue to the Security Council, 
or whether President Abbas decides to turn to the General Assembly, the UK will use its 
vote in a way that increases the likelihood of a return to meaningful negotiations and 
supports moderates on both sides. … 
To read the full article see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=661087282  

 
 

United Nations 

Negotiations the only path to Middle East peace, Israeli leader says at UN debate 
Lasting peace in the Middle East will only be achieved through direct negotiations 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and not through the imposition of United 
Nations resolutions, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said … “The truth is that 
Israel wants peace with a Palestinian State, but the Palestinians want a State without 
peace,” Mr. Netanyahu told the General Assembly’s annual general debate. … 
Mr. Netanyahu called on Mr. Abbas to “recognize the Jewish State, and make peace with 
us. In such a genuine peace, Israel is prepared to make painful compromises. We believe 
that the Palestinians should be neither the citizens of Israel nor its subjects. They should 
live in a free State of their own. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39754&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Ban sends Palestinian application for UN membership to Security Council 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has sent Palestine’s application to become a United 
Nations Member State to the Security Council for its consideration … 
Mr. Salam said he would convene Council members on Monday to hold consultations on 
the Palestinian application. 
Members of the Middle East diplomatic Quartet – comprising the UN, the European 
Union, Russia and the United States – met today in New York and took note of the 
application. In a statement issued after their meeting, the Quartet members reiterated 
appeals to the Israelis and Palestinians to resume direct bilateral negotiations without 
delays or preconditions. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39722&Cr=palestin&Cr1  
 
Intensified efforts needed to end Middle East conflict, Egypt tells UN debate 
… A day after Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas submitted an application 
for Palestine to become a UN Member State, Mohamed Kamel Amr told the General 
Assembly’s annual general debate that the application came only “after serious and just 
efforts towards a final settlement have stalled. … “all possibilities” of substantial progress 
towards a resolution had dwindled, “especially since the other party insists on keeping 
the negotiating process forever open.” … 
“Regrettably, anyone with a sense of fairness following the situation would see in Israel’s 
action the embodiment of its continuing evasion from admitting that the only way to 
achieve its security is through reaching a just settlement with the Palestinians through 
serious negotiations based on clear parameters and a specific time frame.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39766&Cr=Egypt&Cr1=  
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Other Relevant Information 

Chatham House 

Right Response: Understanding and Countering Populist Extremism in Europe 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Europe/r0911_goodwin.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 

 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes in 4 days 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
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Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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