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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Citizenship Survey: April 2010 - March 2011, England 
… The release includes data covering a range of issues including influencing decisions, 
volunteering, community cohesion, fear of crime, racial and religious prejudice, 
discrimination and attitudes toward violent extremism. 
Data in this statistical release are based on England, however, some figures are based 
on England and Wales … 
Key statistics from the release include: … 
 Twenty-five per cent of people reported that they volunteered formally at least once a 

month in 2010-11, a lower rate than at any point between 2001 and 2007-08 (when it 
ranged between 27 per cent and 29 per cent), but unchanged on 2008-09 and 2009-
10 levels. … 

 In 2010-11, 86 per cent of people thought their community was cohesive, agreeing 
that their local area was a place where people from different backgrounds got on well 
together. The level was higher than all previous years. … 

 Seventy-seven per cent of people thought that the number of immigrants coming to 
Britain should be reduced; whilst three per cent thought the number should be 
increased. … 

 In 2010-11, 7 per cent of adults in England felt racial or religious harassment was a 
'very' or 'fairly' big problem in their local area. People from ethnic minority 
backgrounds were more likely than white people to feel that racial or religious 
harassment was a 'very' or 'fairly' big problem (13 per cent compared with 6 per cent). 

 Forty-four per cent of people thought that there was more religious prejudice today 
than there was five years ago; this represents a year on year decline since 2008-09 
(from 52 per cent in 2008-09 to 46 per cent in 2009-10). 

 Twenty-two per cent of people thought that they would be treated worse than people 
of other races by at least one of the eight public service organisations measured. 
Nine per cent of people thought they would be treated worse than people of other 
races by at least one of the five Criminal Justice System organisations. 

 In 2010-11, 87 per cent of people rejected general violent extremism. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/citizenshipsurveyq4201011  
 
Citizenship Survey: 2010-11 (April 2010 – March 2011), England 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1992885.pdf  
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Israel 

Council of Europe 

Mahmoud Abbas to address the Parliamentary Assembly 
An address by the President of the Palestinian National Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, on 
Thursday 6 October 2011 will be one of the highlights of the autumn session of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe … On Tuesday 4 October the 
Assembly will consider the request for Partner for Democracy status submitted by the 
Palestinian National Council, whose President, Salim Za'noun, will address the Assembly 
the same day. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/NewsManager/EMB_NewsManagerView.asp?ID=6955&L=2  
 

 

United Nations 

Talks the only way to end Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Obama tells UN 
Peace between Israel and the Palestinians can only be attained through negotiations, 
United States President Barack Obama told the General Assembly today, urging both 
sides to make compromises to break the current deadlock and saying that “statements 
and resolutions” at the United Nations will not resolve the conflict. 
“Ultimately, it is Israelis and Palestinians who must live side by side. Ultimately, it is 
Israelis and Palestinians – not us – who must reach agreement on the issues that divide 
them: on borders and security; on refugees and Jerusalem,” Mr. Obama said in his 
speech to the General Assembly’s annual general debate. 
He stressed that Palestinians deserved their own State and that Israel for its part 
deserved recognition and normal relations with its neighbours. 
“Friends of the Palestinians do them no favours by ignoring this truth, just as friends of 
Israel must recognize the need to pursue a two-State solution with a secure Israel next to 
an independent Palestine.” 
The fact that each side had legitimate aspirations was one of the reasons why it has been 
difficult to make peace, Mr. Obama said. 
“The deadlock will only be broken when each side learns to stand in the other’s shoes; 
each side can see the world through the other’s eyes. That’s what we should be 
encouraging. That’s what we should be promoting.” … 
To read the full press release see 
 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39657&Cr=general+assembly&Cr1=  
 
Ban urges Israel’s Netanyahu to act with wisdom and restraint on Palestinian UN 
bid 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
today to act with responsibility, wisdom and restraint towards the Palestinians’ approach 
to the United Nations, where they have said they will seek full membership. In a meeting 
on the sidelines of the General Assembly’s 66th annual session, Mr. Ban reiterated his 
support for a Palestinian State, living side by side in peace with a secure Israel, 
reaffirming his belief that negotiations were the only path for a sustainable resolution of 
all final status issues. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39667&Cr=israel&Cr1=  
 
Palestine should become observer State at UN as an intermediate step, France 
says 
Palestine should become an observer State at the United Nations as an intermediate step 
towards becoming a  full  Member  State,  French  President Nicolas Sarkozy said  today,  
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calling for the immediate resumption of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations with a strict 
timetable to produce a lasting settlement within the next year. Addressing the General 
Assembly’s annual general debate, Mr. Sarkozy said granting Palestine the status of 
observer State “would be an important step forward” in resolving the long-running Middle 
East conflict. 
“It would mean emerging from a state of immobility that favours only the extremists,” he 
said. “We would be restoring hope by marking progress towards the final status.” … 
Mr. Sarkozy said the Palestinian authorities must reaffirm Israel’s right to exist and to its 
security, and pledge to not use any new status as an observer State “to undertake 
actions incompatible with the continuance of negotiations.  
“In parallel, Israel must observe the same restraint – it must abstain from any actions that 
would prejudice the final status. The ultimate goal of peace negotiations must be mutual 
recognition of two nation States for two peoples, established on the basis of the 1967 
lines, with agreed and equivalent exchanges of land.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39660&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Jordan’s king, at UN, calls for major push towards peace in the Middle East 
Voicing support for Palestine’s efforts to seek full United Nations membership, King 
Abdullah II of Jordan today called for a vigorous international push with concrete steps to 
end the Middle East crisis based on the two-State solution of Israel and Palestine living 
side by side in peace. “Not words, not process, but a decisive end to conflict and a new 
beginning in peace, the peace that comes from real statehood and recognized rights for 
Palestinians, allowing people to look forward in dignity and hope, a peace that brings real 
security for Israelis, outing aside their fortress mentality and achieving acceptance in their 
neighbourhood and the world,” he stressed in a speech to the General Assembly on the 
opening day of its annual general debate. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39674&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
South African leader backs Palestinian bid to join UN as a Member State 
South African President Jacob Zuma today told the General Assembly that his country 
supported the intention of the Palestinian Authority to seek full membership of the United 
Nations as a sovereign State and urged other countries to back the move. “It is a decisive 
step towards achieving lasting peace, economic cooperation and prosperity for the 
millions of people in the Middle East, and urge that it be viewed favourable,” Mr. Zuma 
said in his speech to the Assembly’s annual general debate. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39672&Cr=general+assembly&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 

 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

  
Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

 

Justice Committee evidence session 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/ORSearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6399&
mode.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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