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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Racism 
Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government who were the representatives from the 
United Kingdom that attended the meeting of the United Nations Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 23 and 24 August in Geneva; and which devolved 
administrations added representatives to the United Kingdom delegation or declined to 
do so.[HL11611] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): The UK delegation to the meeting 
of the United Nations Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 23 
and 24 August was headed by the Deputy Director, Integration, in the Department 
for Communities and Local Government, supported by officials from DCLG, the 
Home Office, the Ministry of Justice and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
All three devolved Administrations were represented in the delegation, as were 
the Crown Dependencies of Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man. A full 
delegation list can be found on Committee for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination's website at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/. 

Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government what organisations and individuals made 
submissions about the United Kingdom to the United Nations Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination Parallel Report on the 18th and 19th Periodic 
Reports of the United Kingdom under the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination that met in Geneva on 23 and 24 August 2011. 
[HL11716] 

Baroness Hanham: The website of the United Nations Committee for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination indicates that the following organisations 
made submissions to the committee about the UK's 18th and 19th periodic 
reports: 
Amnesty International;Anti-Caste Discrimination Alliance;Averroes 
Institute;Coalition for Racial Equality and Rights;Committee on the Administration 
of Justice;Equality and Human Rights Commission;Global Afrikan Congress 
UK;Indigenous Peoples Links; Middlesex University Department of Law; Down to 
Earth; & London Mining Network (joint report);International Dalit Solidarity 
Network;Irish Traveller Movement in Britain;Minority Rights Group 
International;Northern Ireland Council of Ethnic Minorities;Northern Ireland Human 
Rights Commission;The Odysseus Trust;Open Society Justice Initiative; Stop 
Watch (joint report);Still Human, Still Here; andUK NGOs Against Racism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914w0001.htm#110
91483000309  
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Assisted Dying 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the comments on 
euthanasia by Martin Green, the Government's National Dementia Champion for the 
Independent Sector, in the Daily Telegraph on 28 August reflect the policies of Her 
Majesty's Government.[HL11772] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Health (Earl 
Howe): The comments attributed to Martin Green were made in his capacity as 
the chief executive of the English Community Care Association, and not in his role 
as the Dementia Champion for the independent sector, and do not reflect the 
Government's position. 
The Government believe that any changes to the law, in this emotive and 
contentious area, is an issue of individual conscience and a matter for Parliament 
to decide rather than government policy. Assisted dying remains unlawful in the 
United Kingdom. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914w0001.htm#110
91483000278  
 

The Telegraph article can be read at 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/8728400/Martin-Green-Give-patients-choice-
over-when-they-die.html  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK will not attend UN meeting to commemorate 10 Anniversary of World 
Conference on Racism  
Foreign Secretary William Hague has announced the UK's withdrawal from a UN event to 
commemorate 10th anniversary of the World Conference on Racism due to the anti-
Semitic atmosphere in which the conference was held.  
Speaking today the Foreign Secretary said: “The British Government has decided that the 
UK will not attend the UN meeting later this month to commemorate the 10th anniversary 
of the World Conference on Racism. That Conference, and the anti-Semitic atmosphere 
in which it was held, was a particularly unpleasant and divisive chapter in the UN’s 
history. It is not an event that should be celebrated. 
“The British Government remains fully committed to tackling all forms of racism, both 
domestically and internationally, something recognised by the recent report of the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The United Nations is the right 
place to discuss these important issues, in a serious way that delivers genuine progress. 
The UK continues our work with the UN to implement many of the commitments from the 
2001 World Conference Against Racism.” 
In 2001 the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action was agreed at the World 
Conference Against Racism. The 2001 conference was aimed at furthering the global 
fight against racism. However, it was marred by anti-Semitic remarks, as was the April 
2009 UN Durban Review Conference. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=656531982  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestine 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will support a vote in 
September in the United Nations General Assembly to recognise Palestine as an  
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independent state and a full member of the United Nations.[HL11588] 
The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My right honourable friend the Prime Minister made the UK's position 
on UN recognition of a Palestinian state very clear during the visit of President 
Obama. He agreed with the President that a Palestinian state was a legitimate 
goal, but the best way of achieving this was through a comprehensive agreement 
between Israel and the Palestinians. 
Palestinian action at the UN this month is now looking increasingly likely. We are 
working with partners to build consensus on a way forward that recognises the 
progress the Palestinians have made on their state-building efforts, that meets 
Israel's legitimate security concerns, and that avoids confrontation in the UN. 
Whatever action is taken in New York, it is important that this increases the 
prospects for a return to negotiations. 
We have reserved our position on the question of recognition of a Palestinian 
state while we continue to urge all parties back to talks. Recognition is a matter for 
each government to decide bilaterally, and if needed, we will take a decision 
nearer to the time, in consultation with EU and other partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914w0001.htm#110
91483000308  

 

Gaza 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have been requested by 
or on behalf of the United Nations to increase their financial assistance to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees to meet the need for 
humanitarian aid in Gaza as a result of Israel's blockade. [HL11584] 

Baroness Verma: The UK is the second largest bilateral donor to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency's general fund. We are aware of the funding 
shortages affecting the agency and the requests for funding they have made to 
the UK and other donors. We are currently in the final year of a multi-year funding 
arrangement and are working with the agency on a proposal for subsequent 
support. We have also worked closely with them to maximise their programme 
efficiency and encourage other donors to provide predictable funding. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
the dangers to the health of Gaza's population, in particular those under the age of 18, 
arising from Israel's blockade, in particular of delays in improvements to water 
purification and sewage treatment schemes, and the importation of medical equipment 
and supplies, including drugs and spare parts, and the imposition of travel restrictions 
preventing patients securing medical treatment outside Gaza; and what assessment they 
have made of the number of people who have died as a result of these 
restrictions.[HL11586] 

Baroness Verma: The UK commissioned and funded reports on the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza by the World Food Programme 
(http://unispal.un.org/pdfs/WFPGazaFoodRep0611.pdf) and the United  
Nations Office for Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_special_easing_the_blockade_201
1_03_english.pdf). As made clear by the analysis in these reports, the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza is unacceptable and unsustainable. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had with 
other European Union member states or the European Union High Representative with a 
view to agreeing concerted European Union action to apply economic and other pressure 
on the Government of Israel to lift the blockade on Gaza and provide further international 
aid to that territory.[HL11587] 

Baroness Verma: We have worked closely with the European Union in agreeing 
coherent messaging to be used by the international community to push Israel to 
ease restrictions as well as agreeing a set of indicators to measure progress. The 
United  Kingdom  played  a  key  role  in  the  drafting  of  a  European Union local  
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strategy to identify ways to improve access. Our support to the United Nations 
Access Co-ordination Unit also helps to ensure that United Nations and non-
governmental organisation assistance reaches the people of Gaza. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the bombing of Gaza during August and 
the loss of life of civilians and children. [HL11720] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Our embassy in Tel Aviv monitors rocket attacks on Israel closely. As 
we have consistently made clear, all such attacks should stop. 
From 18 to 21 August, we witnessed once again an alarming escalation in 
violence. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), issued a statement (http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-
news/?view=News&id=645743582) making clear our concerns about the violence 
in Gaza and southern Israel. Nine Israelis were killed and many more were 
injured. In Gaza, at least 15 people were reported killed, including three children. 
We strongly condemned this appalling violence. The announcement of a ceasefire 
is welcome. 
We have urged that everything is done to avoid further civilian casualties. It is vital 
that all sides show restraint and seek to reduce tensions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914w0001.htm#110
91483000294  

 

all above weblinks corrected from Hansard. 
 

Lebanon 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will seek to have the 
ceasefire line in Lebanon (the Blue Line) fully delineated; and if not, why not. [HL11621] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK fully supports the work to delineate the Blue Line between 
Lebanon and Israel as mandated by UN Security Council Resolution 1701. We 
welcome the progress that has been made by UN Interim Force in Lebanon so far 
and encourage all parties to continue their co-operation over this important work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914w0001.htm#110
91483000304  

 
 

European Parliament 

Nominations for 2011 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought  
Among this year's five nominees for one of the world's most prestigious human rights 
awards is … 
Izzeldin Abuelaish: a Palestinian doctor and founder of the Daughters for Life 
Foundation is nominated by members of the European Conservatives and Reformists 
group (ECR). He has dedicated his life to peace in the conflict between Israel and 
Palestine. He is referred to as a "magical, secret bridge" between the two peoples. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/headlines/content/20110912STO26331/html/Nominatio
ns-for-2011-Sakharov-Prize-for-Freedom-of-Thought  

 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian statebuilding threatened by political stagnation – UN report 
The Palestinian Authority has accomplished the tasks it set out to achieve two years ago 
to  prepare  its   institutions  for  the  responsibilities  of  statehood,  but  there  remains  a  
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widening gap between that progress and the stagnant political process, according to a 
United Nations report released today. 
“This is a considerable achievement which should be recognized, preserved, and built 
upon,” says the report, entitled “Palestinian State Building: An achievement at risk,” 
prepared by the Office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
Robert Serry. … 
However, the report warns that the achievements may not be sustainable in the absence 
of far-reaching political progress. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39551&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Palestinian State Building: An achievement at risk 
http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.nsf/0/7af07adada847a358525790b003d4a88?OpenDocu
ment  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Lords consideration of Commons amendment (Ping Pong) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914-
0002.htm#110914101001492  
 

Received Royal Assent 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914-
0002.htm#110914101001493  
 

Notice of amendments 
 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0090/amend/ml090-
ivra.htm  
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**  Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Lords consideration of Commons amendments (Ping Pong) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110914-
0001.htm#11091478000779  
 

Received Royal Assent 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0189/amend/pbc189110914a.3331-3337.html  
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Select Committee on the Constitution: Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201012/ldselect/ldconst/198/198.pdf  

  
Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   

 

Justice Committee evidence session 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/ORSearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6385&
mode.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes in 6 days 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closing date 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
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Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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