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Home Affairs 

TUC 

Emergency motion to TUC Congress 2011 
E3 : English Defence League 
Congress is appalled at the treatment of NUJ members in East London on Saturday 3 
September 2011. 
Journalists were carrying out their work, reporting the EDL event, taking photographs and 
recording eye witness accounts on behalf of a wide range of media outlets. 
Journalists were subjected to harassment, threats and abuse including physical assaults, 
racist abuse and bottles and fireworks being thrown at the press. One journalist was 
subjected to a sexual assault and another suffered burns after an EDL protestor set the 
journalist on fire. 
Congress publically condemns the actions of the EDL and the ways in which they target 
media workers and Congress will continue to support all trade unionists that are targeted 
by the far-right. 
Far-right attacks on media workers are aimed at deterring them from carrying out their 
work and are designed to intimidate trade union members and stop the media reporting 
on far-right activity. 
Such attacks are a violation of press freedom and an attack on our democracy. 
Congress expresses solidarity with NUJ members and calls on the General Council to 
campaign publically against far-right groups. 
Congress urges the General Council to: 

 call on the police to take action to identify and prosecute EDL supporters who 
attack trade unionists 

 support and assist affiliate unions when far-right groups threaten the health and 
safety of their members. 

Mover: National Union of Journalists 
Seconder: National Union of Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/the_tuc/tuc-20050-f0.cfm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the firing of mortars and Qassam rockets into southern Israel 
from Gaza on 4 July 2011; and if he will make a statement. [R] [70999] 

Alistair Burt: Our embassy in Tel Aviv monitor rocket attacks on Israel closely. As 
we have consistently made clear, all such attacks should stop. Our understanding 
is that the situation was quiet on the Gaza-Israel border on 4 July 2011 and no 
rockets were fired into Israel that day. 
More recently, from 18-21 August, we witnessed once again an alarming 
escalation in violence. I issued a statement making clear our concerns about the 
violence in Gaza and southern Israel. Nine Israelis were killed and many more 
were injured. In Gaza, at least 15 people were reported killed, including three 
children. We strongly condemned this appalling violence. The announcement of a 
ceasefire is welcome.  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=645743582  
We have urged that everything is done to avoid further civilian casualties. It is vital 
that all sides show restraint and seek to reduce tensions. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what recent reports he has received of (a) meetings of and (b) statements by the Arab 
League on responses to terrorism by Israel; and if he will make a statement; [R] [71019] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with the Arab League on statements by that 
organisation condemning Arab terrorism in Israel; and if he will make a statement; [R] 
[71239] 
(3) what recent reports he has received of occasions when members of the Arab League 
have (a) met to discuss and (b) issued statements to condemn terrorist incidents (i) in 
Israel committed by Hamas and (ii) in Israel and the West Bank committed by (A) Arab 
organisations and (B) Hezbollah. [R] [71240] 

Alistair Burt: UK Ministers and officials are in regular contact with the Arab 
League, an organisation key to UK objectives in the region. We discuss a range of 
issues of mutual concern, especially the Middle East Peace Process and wider 
Israeli/Palestinian concerns. Most recently, Her Majesty's Ambassador to Cairo 
met the Secretary General of the Arab League on 8 September. 
The UK's position on all terrorist attacks is that they should be condemned 
unreservedly. This is especially important as efforts, for peace in the region 
continue and all parties should be doing everything they can to prevent violence 
and coming together to negotiate. 
Representations on meetings and statements of the Arab League may best be 
made to the Arab League themselves. The Head of the Office in London is Dr 
Adel Babesail, who can be contacted at: press@arableague.org.uk  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/text/110912w0
002.htm#11091239000015  
 

Oslo 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
account he has taken of the Oslo interim agreement in developing his policy on the 
proposed UN resolution on a Palestinian State. [70738] 

Alistair Burt: The UK's policy is that the best way to resolve this long standing 
conflict is through a negotiated two-state solution. Our approach is to encourage 
the parties to agree a lasting settlement, including through implementation of the 
Oslo Accords.  
Failure to return to negotiations  now  puts  at  risk  the  long  term  prospects for a  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=645743582
mailto:press@arableague.org.uk
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/text/110912w0002.htm#11091239000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/text/110912w0002.htm#11091239000015


 

solution and, in the short term, may provoke difficult choices in the UN. Neither 
Israel nor the Palestinians can afford to let the opportunity for peace slip further 
from their grasp. 
Along with our European Union partners, we are working to build consensus on a 
way forward that recognises the progress the Palestinians have made on their 
state-building efforts, that meets Israel's legitimate security concerns, and that 
avoids confrontation in the UN. Whatever action is taken in New York, it is 
important that this increases the prospects for a return to negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/text/110912w0
002.htm#11091239000017  

 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

EU Foreign Ministers Meeting (Sopot, Poland) 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William Hague): I 
attended an informal meeting of EU Foreign Ministers (Gymnich), which was held on 2-3 
September in Poland. … 
Middle East Peace Process  
The discussion on the middle east peace process focused on EU handling of a possible 
Palestinian bid for recognition at the United Nations General Assembly. Ministers were 
joined for part of the session by the Norwegian Foreign Minister in his capacity as chair of 
the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee. 
There was continued broad support for the principles agreed at the FAC on 18 July: the 
need for a two-state solution; for both sides to resume direct and substantive talks; and 
support to the High Representative in her efforts through the Quartet to create a credible 
perspective for the re-launching of the peace process. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/wmstext/11091
2m0001.htm#1109122000003  

 
 

United Nations 

UN agency renews funding appeal for emergency programmes in Gaza 
The United Nations today renewed its appeal to donors to provide $36 million in urgently-
needed funds to support emergency assistance to Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip. 
… “UNRWA fears that without a substantial injection of cash towards its emergency work 
in Gaza, food rations to hundreds of thousands of refugees, including children in UN 
schools, may be reduced in the coming months and community health programmes will 
be threatened, including psycho-social support to 25,000 children,” said Mr. Gunness. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39527&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Gaza on the Edge: Urgent Appeal to Help the Poorest of the Poor in Gaza 
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/2011091341838.pdf  

 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

How can Israel’s blockade of Gaza be legal? – UN independent experts on the 
“Palmer Report” 
… “In pronouncing itself on the legality of the naval blockade, the Palmer Report does not 
recognize the naval blockade as an integral part of Israel’s closure policy towards Gaza 
which has a  disproportionate  impact  on the  human rights of civilians …  As  a  result  of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/text/110912w0002.htm#11091239000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/text/110912w0002.htm#11091239000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/wmstext/110912m0001.htm#1109122000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/wmstext/110912m0001.htm#1109122000003
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39527&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.unrwa.org/userfiles/2011091341838.pdf


 

more than four years of Israeli blockade, 1.6 million Palestinian women, men and children 
are deprived of their fundamental human rights and subjected to collective punishment, in 
flagrant contravention of international human rights and humanitarian law,” they said. 
“Israel’s siege of Gaza is extracting a human price that disproportionately harms 
Palestinian civilians.” … 
Richard Falk, Special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, stressed that “The Palmer report was aimed at political reconciliation 
between Israel and Turkey. It is unfortunate that in the report politics should trump the 
law.” Mr. Falk continued, “the most questionable move of the Palmer Panel was to 
separate the naval blockade from the overall closure of Gaza to a normal supply of 
humanitarian supplies, including supplies needed for medical operations and sanitation. 
The flotilla incident was about the effort to circumvent this aspect of Israeli policies, and 
the organizers posed no objection to inspection carried out to prevent weapons from 
entering Gaza.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=11363&LangID
=E  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance 

Report on Lithuania 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Lithuania/LTU-CbC-IV-2011-
038-ENG.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

** Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110912-
0002.htm#11091251000499  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110912-
0001.htm#11091210000538  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110912-
0001.htm#11091210000540  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110912-
0003.htm#11091251000500  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0090/amend/ml090-iv.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110912/debtext/1109
12-0002.htm#1109128000001  
 

Proceedings on Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0225/pro2251209p.933-
939.html  
 

Commons disagreements, amendments in lieu, and amendments to amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0096/2012096.pdf  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

  
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

Voluntary Sector Independence (closing date 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
 
 

VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
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Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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