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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Equality is vital for policing 
… To fight crime successfully, the law needs to be applied even-handedly and with real 
understanding of the needs of all our communities.  Equality – always important – is 
particularly vital for policing. … 
Fighting hate crime is a good example of where huge progress has been made, but there 
is more to do …  Hate crime has an especially severe effect on the individual, but the 
fear it brings easily spreads to affect whole communities.  And the more a force knows 
about the needs of its communities, the better it will be able to fight these crimes. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/Equality-vital  
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Israel 

Downing Street 

PM condemns Israeli Embassy attack 
… The PM condemned the attack and urged both countries “to work together to resolve 
current tensions and enhance regional stability”. 
The PM said: “I strongly condemn the attack on the Israeli Embassy in Cairo. We have 
urged the Egyptian authorities to meet their responsibilities under the Vienna Convention 
to protect diplomatic property and personnel, including the Israeli Embassy in Cairo. They 
have reassured us that they take these very seriously. 
The Egyptian authorities have previously said that they will uphold Egypt’s international 
agreements including its peace treaty with Israel.  We welcome this and look to Egypt to 
honour this commitment. We urge both countries to work together to resolve current 
tensions and enhance regional stability”. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-condemns-israeli-embassy-attack/  
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TUC 

Congress 2011 General Council Report: Israel/Palestine 
… We have supported negotiations for a two-state solution and the stepping up of 
pressure on Israel to abide by UN resolutions. … The TUC pressed all British 
supermarkets to stop stocking goods from the settlements. … As a result of campaign 
pressure from the TUC, the PSC, affiliated trade unions and civil society organisations, 
eight out of the nine largest British supermarkets have stopped sourcing goods from the 
settlements. … 
Responding to a request from the Palestine General Federation of Trade Unions 
(PGFTU), the TUC supported the Palestinian National Authority’s bid for UN recognition 
as a state, based on the 1967 border. … 
The TUC supported the ITUC’s programme of work between Histadrut … and the 
PGFTU. The difficult state of the peace process led all three parties to pursue an 
international conference on peace and development in the West Bank planned for the 
end of 2011. The conference would seek to bring together investors and trade unions 
from Palestine, Israel and internationally, along with key international donors, to support 
the creation of decent jobs in Palestine. … 
To read the full report see pp103-4 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/extras/GCreport2011.pdf  
 
Motion 71: Peace in the Middle East/South Asia 
… Since there can be no peace in the region without justice for the Palestinians, 
Congress endorses the call for the recognition of the State of Palestine and urges the 
British government to take all actions appropriate to help achieve this objective. 
Congress calls for immediate, unconditional negotiations between the Israeli government 
and the representatives of the Palestinian people to secure peace. 
Congress reaffirms policy adopted in 2010, particularly the instruction to the General 
Council “to work closely with the Palestine Solidarity Campaign to actively encourage 
affiliates, employers and pension funds to disinvest from, and boycott the goods of, 
companies who profit from illegal settlements, the Occupation and the construction of the 
Wall.”  Unite 
Amendment 
• Insert new paragraph 5: “Congress deplores the anti-democratic law passed by the 
Knesset banning individuals and organisations in Israel from calling for the boycott of 
Israel.” 
• Add at the end of the last paragraph: “Congress calls on all unions on the basis of this 
policy to review their bi-lateral relations with all Israeli organisations, including Histradrut.” 
Public and Commercial Services Union 
To read the full Agenda see 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/the_tuc/tuc-19928-f0.pdf  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on the attack on the Israeli 
Embassy in Cairo 
"I condemn the attack on the Israeli Embassy in Cairo, the invasion of diplomatic 
premises and the destruction of embassy property. I regret the loss of life and express 
my sympathy with the families of the dead and the injured. The Egyptian authorities have 
in the past fulfilled their responsibilities under the Vienna convention on diplomatic 
immunities. We trust that this regrettable incident is an isolated event and that the 
authorities will take the necessary measures to normalise the situation." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/124561.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Faith Matters 

The Mosques in the Community Project: Understanding the role of mosques in 
relation to their local communities 
http://faith-matters.org/images/stories/fm-publications/the-mosques-in-communities-
project.pdf  
 

 

TUC 
Equality Audit 2011 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/extras/EqualityAudit2011.pdf 
 
 

European Commission 

European Commission boosts efforts to counter violent extremism  
Today Cecilia Malmström, Commissioner for Home Affairs, launches the Radicalisation 
Awareness Network which aims to counter violent extremism. The initiative will support 
Member States' efforts to prevent violent radicalisation and the recruitment of individuals 
to terrorist activities. The network will connect key actors involved in countering 
radicalisation across the EU such as social workers, religious leaders, youth leaders, 
policemen, researchers and others who work on the ground in vulnerable communities. 
… The purpose of the network is to identify good practices and promote the exchange of 
information and experience in different fields of violent radicalisation such as, for 
example, the use of Internet and social media for extremist propaganda and use by 
terrorists of information and communications technologies. The network will work towards 
countering radicalisation before it leads to violent extremism.  
The network will be supported by an online forum and EU-wide conferences to pool 
experiences and knowledge in order to enhance awareness about radicalisation and 
communication techniques. It will encourage credible role models and opinion leaders to 
voice positive messages offering alternatives to violent, extremist propaganda. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1011&format=HTML&ag
ed=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

 
 

UN Human Rights Council – 18th Session 

For debate 27-28 September: 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on the implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/18session/A-HRC-18-44_en.pdf  

 
 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

More needs to be done to combat hate crimes against Christians, participants say 
at OSCE meeting 
… “It is indisputable that hate crimes against Christians occur in the OSCE region,” said 
Janez Lenarčič, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR). According to information collected by ODIHR for its annual hate crimes 
report,  there have  been  cases  of  desecration of  places of  worship,  arson  and  other  
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property damage, and attacks on worshippers and religious leaders. “Such attacks instill 
fear, not just in the individuals they target directly, but also in the wider community, 
particularly where the Christian community in question belongs to a minority,” … 
OSCE participating States have agreed on a broad range of commitments to combat 
racism, xenophobia, discrimination and intolerance, including against Muslims, Jews and 
Christians. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/82386  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

The Localism Bill: Government Response to the Environmental Audit Committee's Third 
Report of Session 2010-12 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmenvaud/1481/1481.pdf  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
  

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes today 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closing date 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closing date 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
 
 

VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_PROD1_031398
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_PROD1_031398
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Other Relevant Information
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week
	Consultations           ** new or updated this week

