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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Children: Foster Care 
Richard Fuller: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what his policy is on the 
ability of (a) Christians and (b) those with religious beliefs to adopt or foster children. 
[47383] 

Tim Loughton: The Government are committed to encouraging people from all 
walks of life and all religions to come forward to foster or adopt looked after 
children. The revised National Minimum Standards coming into force on 1 April 
2011make clear that anyone interested in becoming a foster carer or adoptive 
parent should be treated fairly, without prejudice, openly and with respect. The 
statutory frameworks for foster care and adoption certainly do not prevent a 
person holding Christian or other particular religious beliefs from becoming a 
foster carer or adoptive parent. 
As a society we owe carers, and adoptive parents, a great debt of gratitude. That 
is why, on 18 March, I celebrated with key partners in the fostering sector the 
launch of a Foster Carers' Charter, which aims to unite foster carers, fostering 
services and local authorities behind a shared understanding of foster care. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0
002.htm#11032481000010  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Statement 

North Africa and the Middle East 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William Hague): 
8 I must confirm the sad news that a British national was killed in a bus-bombing in 
Jerusalem yesterday, which injured over 30 Israelis, 8 of them seriously. Her family was 
informed last night. Our embassy in Tel Aviv and consulate-general in Jerusalem are 
doing everything possible to assist her family and those who were travelling with her. I 
know the House will join me in sending our deepest condolences to her family at this 
tragic time, as well as in expressing our solidarity with the people of Israel in the face of 
such a  shocking and  despicable act of terrorism.  I condemn this attack in the  strongest  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032481000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032481000010
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terms and call for those responsible to be held to account. 
I am also gravely concerned about renewed rocket attacks on Israel from Gaza and the 
deaths of Palestinian civilians in Gaza. I urge all parties to restore calm and to work to 
achieve the two states which are the only lasting hope for peace.  8  

 

col 1122  Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): In condemning utterly the 
barbarous attack on the bus stop in Jerusalem, with the consequent loss of innocent life, 
and the Israeli attacks in Gaza that have resulted in the deaths of many civilians, 
including a grandfather who was playing football with his teenage grandchildren, will the 
right hon. Gentleman make it clear to the Government of Israel that Israel cannot be 
exempted from the wave of yearning for emancipation that is sweeping the middle east? 
Will he also make it clear that unless the Israeli Government respond, there will be no 
peace for Israel and the country's future existence will be placed in jeopardy?  
Mr Hague: As the right hon. Gentleman will have heard in my statement, I condemn all 
those attacks and the deaths on both sides-of Palestinians in Gaza and of those who 
died in the terrible terrorist attacks on Israel in recent days. In the middle of the important 
developments and dramatic change in the middle east, I have underlined and will 
continue to underline that those events add to the urgency of the peace process. It is 
important that both Israeli and Palestinian leaders understand that and that they are 
prepared to make the necessary compromises to get direct talks towards a two-state 
solution going again. I have put that in my own way, but what I have said is strongly in 
accordance with the sentiments the right hon. Gentleman has expressed. 8 

 

col 1126  Mr Andy Slaughter (Hammersmith) (Lab): With so much international 
attention focused on Libya for obvious reasons, other regimes in the region appear to 
think that they can use military force against civilians with impunity. The Foreign 
Secretary has commented on the matter already, but what specific steps will he take with 
Syria, which is killing its civilians in Deraa, and with Israel, which is almost daily killing 
civilians in the Gaza strip? 
Mr Hague: In answer to earlier questions, I have made clear the position on Israelis and 
on Palestinians, and the need for them all to make the necessary compromises. 8 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/debtext/11032
4-0002.htm#11032467000004  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what discussions he has had with the Foreign Minister of the Palestinian Authority on the 
authority's commitment to ending incitement to violence against Israel; [48078] 
(2) what reports he has received of cash awards made by the Palestinian Authority to the 
family of an individual who sought to kill Israeli soldiers in December 2010; [48079] 
(3) what reports he has received on the naming of a youth football tournament in the 
West Bank in honour of Wafa Idris. [48081] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of the reports that my hon. Friend refers to. As I 
mentioned in my letter of 23 March 2011, the UK condemns all violence and any 
incitement to violence. It follows that we are strongly opposed to any payments of 
cash linked to violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0
002.htm#11032474000099  

 
Palestinians: Diplomatic Relations 

Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the practical consequences of his decision on 7 
March 2011 to upgrade the diplomatic status of the Palestinian delegation to the UK. 
[47763] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/debtext/110324-0002.htm#11032467000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/debtext/110324-0002.htm#11032467000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032474000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032474000099
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Mr Hague: As I set out in my joint press conference with President Abbas on 8 
March 2011, the upgrade of the Palestinian General Delegation in London is in 
recognition of the significant progress that Prime Minister Fayyad and the 
Palestinian Authority have made, under the leadership of President Abbas, to 
build the foundations of a viable Palestinian state in line with their road map 
commitments. 
The change includes upgrading the Palestinian Delegation to the status of a 
Mission and the position of the Head of Delegation to that of Head of Mission, a 
ceremony hosted by a Minister for new Heads of Mission, simplified visa 
arrangements for officials who work at the Mission and additional car parking. The 
upgrade does not require any amendment to the Diplomatic Privileges Act 1964 or 
the Diplomatic and Consular Premises Act 1987. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0
002.htm#11032474000100  

 
Palestinians: Economic Situation 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the economic situation in Gaza; what recent 
discussions he has had with (a) the Government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian Authority, 
(c) the Government of Egypt, (d) the Arab League, (e) the Government of Jordan, (f) his 
EU counterparts and (g) the United Nations Secretary General on this issue; and if he will 
make a statement. [47694] 

Alistair Burt: According to International Monetary Fund figures, economic growth 
across the Palestinian Territories was 6.8% in 2009. The west bank's economy 
grew at 7.2% in 2009; however, much of this growth was derived from higher 
Government spending and international aid rather than from exports, which fell in 
that period. The west bank's economy continues to be constrained by a number of 
factors, including movement and access constraints on goods and people, and 
poor investment confidence. 
Gaza's economy grew at 5.4% in 2009 from a very low base after the damage 
incurred in Operation Cast Lead. We are concerned that Israeli access restrictions 
continue to stifle sustainable economic recovery in Gaza, and we look forward to 
the full implementation of Israel's commitments to allow Gazan exports to 
international markets, and to increase the flows of goods into the territory. 
UK Ministers and officials regularly discuss the economic situation in the 
Palestinian Territories with the Palestinian Authority, Israel, regional countries, UN 
agencies, other donor countries and organisations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0
002.htm#11032474000101  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032474000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032474000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032474000101
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110324/text/110324w0002.htm#11032474000101
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
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Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
 
 

** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512403a.16
95-1701.html   
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1462403a.21-27.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462403p.5.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512403a.1695-1701.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512403a.1695-1701.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1462403a.21-27.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1462403a.21-27.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462403p.5.html
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx
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Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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