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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Census 
Mike Weatherley: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what plans he has for the 
presentation of data resulting from those who have chosen to write in a religion on their 
2011 Census form. [47622] 

Mr Hurd: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the UK 
Statistics Authority. I have asked the authority to reply. 
Letter from Stephen Penneck, dated March 2011: 
As Director General for the Office for National Statistics (ONS), I have been asked 
to respond to your recent question asking what the plans are for the presentation 
of data resulting from those who have chosen to write in a religion on their 2011 
Census form. [47622] 
The ONS is currently consulting with users on the main set of statistical outputs 
designed for the 2011 Census (including religion) to ensure it reflects user needs 
and meets expectations. The current proposal lists twenty-eight tables relating to 
religion with cross-tabulations against other variables such as age, sex, health 
and occupation, and the religion categories presented in these tables include 
write-in responses. The tables will be available at different levels of geography 
down to Census outputs areas (approximately 175,000 areas in England and 
Wales consisting of an average of 125 residents each). 
The 2011 Census aims to take action to improve outputs (compared to 2001) 
relating to minority groups who are often captured in written responses including 
religion. The current consultation refers directly to this and provides users with the 
opportunity to advise ONS of their requirements for such statistics. 
Details of the consultation and the current proposed list of table layouts can be 
found at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/consultations/open-
consultations/2011-output-consultation---main-statistical-outputs---second-
round/index.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0
002.htm#11032381000013  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/consultations/open-consultations/2011-output-consultation---main-statistical-outputs---second-round/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/consultations/open-consultations/2011-output-consultation---main-statistical-outputs---second-round/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/consultations/open-consultations/2011-output-consultation---main-statistical-outputs---second-round/index.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032381000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032381000013
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Civil Partnerships 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Minister for Women and Equalities what plans she has to bring 
forward legislative proposals to enable civil partnerships to take place in religious 
settings; whether she plans to undertake a consultation on this issue; and if she will 
make a statement. [43156] 

Lynne Featherstone: We announced on 17 February 2011 our intention to 
remove the ban in England and Wales on civil partnership registrations being held 
on religious premises by implementing section 202 of the Equality Act 2010. As 
section 202 is a permissive provision, religious organisations who do not wish to 
host civil partnership registrations will not be required to do so as a result of this 
change. 
In the spring we will launch a consultation on proposals for how civil partnership 
registrations may be held on religious premises. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0
004.htm#11032381000051  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the condition of the village of Abu Al Ajaj in 
Area C of the Jordan Valley. [HL7500] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): According to the UN, in 2010 the Israeli authorities demolished 113 
residential structures in the West Bank displacing 478 people, and they knocked 
down a further 240 Palestinian structures (for example, animal shelters). This 
represents a 60 per cent increase in demolitions compared to 2009. 
The UN reports that thus far in 2011 the Israeli authorities have demolished 96 
Palestinian structures, including 32 residential buildings, in the West Bank. One 
hundred and seventy-five people, more than half of them children, have lost their 
homes.   
We have a strong record of lobbying hard on issues relating to house demolitions 
and settlement building and we continue to pursue this. Our embassy in Tel Aviv 
has further raised these issues with the Government of Israel over the past week 
and we have also raised these issues with the Israeli embassy in London. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#110
32367000504  
 

Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Palestinian leadership about the reported teaching of race hatred in 
Palestinian schools.[HL7815] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We take seriously any reports of textbooks being used to promote 
anti-Semitism. We also recognise this is a controversial area. However, recent 
independent studies have shown that the Palestinian Authority has made real 
improvements   to its textbooks over the past decade and found no evidence of 
anti-Semitism. But at least one study has shown that both Israeli and Palestinian 
textbooks could do better and include more positive messages on these issues. 
We support that message. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0004.htm#11032381000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0004.htm#11032381000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#11032367000504
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#11032367000504
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We condemn all instances of violence and discrimination against individuals and 
groups because of their race, faith or belief. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#110
32367000510  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the presence of al-Qaeda in the Gaza Strip; what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) the government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian 
Authority, (c) the government of Egypt, (d) the Arab League, (e) the government of 
Jordan, (f) his EU counterparts and (g) the United Nations Secretary General on this 
issue; and if he will make a statement. [47693] 

Alistair Burt: I refer my hon. Friend to the response given to him on 7 February 
2011, Official Report, column 23W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0
002.htm#11032370000125  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0
001.htm#11020713000063  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the firing of shells by Hamas into the Eshkol region, of Israel 
on 19 March 2011; whether he (a) has taken steps and (b) plans to take steps in the next 
six months at the United Nations in respect of this issue; and if he will make a statement. 
[48865] 

Alistair Burt: As I said in my statement on 21 March 2011, following the recent 
actions by Hamas: "I condemn the barrage of mortars on southern Israel from 
Gaza in recent days. The indiscriminate targeting of Israeli citizens, as they 
celebrated the Jewish festival of Purim, is unacceptable. The firing of over 50 
mortars in the space of a few hours, as well as a Grad rocket on Ashkelon that 
caused injury and damage, signals a further, worrying escalation in the situation at 
a time when international efforts are focused on getting Israel and the Palestinians 
back to the negotiating table. Hamas must halt these strikes immediately, and rein 
in other militant factions in Gaza. 
These attacks come against the backdrop of last week's footage of Hamas 
security forces assaulting students and other peaceful demonstrators in Gaza. 
Over the weekend Hamas also targeted local and foreign media organisations. 
The people of Gaza, like the people across the region, have an absolute right to 
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. Hamas should not think that while 
the attention of the world is elsewhere we will turn a blind eye to their actions." 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has had recent discussions with the Arab League on the firing of shells and 
rockets by Hamas into Israel; and if he will make a statement. [48866] 

Alistair Burt: We are in close contact with the Arab League at ministerial and 
official level. Recent contacts have focused on the situation in Libya. However, I 
have underlined our views in public on the recent mortar attacks on southern 
Israel. 
I made the following statement on 21 March 2011: "I condemn the barrage of 
mortars on southern Israel from Gaza in recent days. The indiscriminate targeting 
of Israeli citizens, as they celebrated the Jewish festival of Purim, is unacceptable. 
The firing of over 50 mortars in the space of a few hours, as well as a Grad rocket 
on Ashkelon that caused injury and damage, signals a further, worrying escalation 
in the situation at a time when international efforts are focused on getting Israel 
and the Palestinians back to the negotiating table. Hamas must halt these strikes  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#11032367000510
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#11032367000510
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000125
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000125
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0001.htm#11020713000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110207/text/110207w0001.htm#11020713000063
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immediately, and rein in other militant factions in Gaza. 
These attacks come against the backdrop of last week's footage of Hamas 
security forces assaulting students and other peaceful demonstrators in Gaza. 
Over the weekend Hamas also targeted local and foreign media organisations. 
The people of Gaza, like the people across the region, have an absolute right to 
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. Hamas should not think that while 
the attention of the world is elsewhere we will turn a blind eye to their actions." 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0
002.htm#11032370000123  

 
 

United Nations 

UN chief condemns bomb attack in West Jerusalem 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today strongly condemned the bomb attack near a bus 
stop in West Jerusalem, which reportedly killed one woman and injured more than 30 
Israeli civilians, some of them seriously.  
“Such attacks are unacceptable. The Secretary-General is deeply concerned and calls 
for an immediate cessation of acts of terrorism and violence against civilians in order to 
prevent further escalation and loss of life,” said a statement L  
Meanwhile, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs today released a 
new report that offers a comprehensive review of both the humanitarian consequences of 
Israeli policies for Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem, and the increasing isolation of 
the area from the rest of the occupied Palestinian territory.  
“This comprehensive report highlights the humanitarian vulnerability of Palestinian 
residents of East Jerusalem in accessing basic services such as education and health, 
exercising their right to plan and develop their communities and in freely choosing to live 
in East Jerusalem as an integral part of the occupied Palestinian territory,” said Maxwell 
Gaylard, the UN Humanitarian and Resident Coordinator for the oPt. L 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37870&Cr=Israel&Cr1=  

 
East Jerusalem: Key Humanitarian Concerns 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_jerusalem_report_2011_03_23_web_englis
h.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Syria 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what the 
outcome was of his recent visit to Syria; whether he discussed (a) the progress of and (b) 
Syrian support for the Middle East peace process with his Syrian counterpart; and if he 
will make a statement. [48087] 

Alistair Burt: During his recent visit to Syria the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs covered a wide range of issues, including the need for 
progress on political reform, human rights and trade. He also discussed the 
middle east peace process with President Assad and Foreign Minister Muallem. 
The Secretary of State highlighted our commitment to comprehensive peace, our 
undertaking to do all that we can to that end and our view that all those in the 
region have a role to play. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000123
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000123
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=5161
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_jerusalem_report_2011_03_23_web_english.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37870&Cr=Israel&Cr1
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_jerusalem_report_2011_03_23_web_english.pdf
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_jerusalem_report_2011_03_23_web_english.pdf
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The United Kingdom will continue to press for progress on the middle east peace 
process. The situation across the middle east demands that, and I recently 
discussed progress with President Abbas. We want to see a resumption of 
negotiations based on clear parameters supported by the international 
community: 1967 borders with equivalent land swaps, appropriate security 
arrangements, Jerusalem as the capital of both states and a just solution for 
refugees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0
002.htm#11032370000128  

 
Syria: Nuclear Power 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of Syria's nuclear programme; what recent discussions 
he has had with (a) the government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian Authority, (c) the 
government of Egypt, (d) the Arab League, (e) the government of Jordan, (f) his EU 
counterparts and (g) the United Nations Secretary General on this issue; and if he will 
make a statement. [47699] 

Alistair Burt: The UK strongly supports the International Atomic Energy Agency's 
(IAEA) investigations on Syria and welcomes the recent report by the Director 
General on Syria's nuclear activities. It is important that Syria co-operates with this 
international body and ensures that the IAEA can complete its investigations. 
We urge Syria to comply with the IAEA's requests to be given further access to 
Syria's nuclear sites, and to provide documentation on these sites. We believe it is 
in Syria's interests to provide full transparency in order to allow the agency to 
investigate effectively. 
We discuss the issue of Syria's nuclear programme regularly within the EU, but 
have not recently raised bilaterally with the countries listed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0
002.htm#11032370000129  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
 
 

** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512303a.16
73-1679.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000129
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110323/text/110323w0002.htm#11032370000129
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512303a.1673-1679.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512303a.1673-1679.html
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** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1462403m.1
5-20.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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