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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Higher Education: Racial Hatred 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills if he will 
encourage universities to adopt the University of Manchester's model of barring hate 
preachers from campus through a freedom of speech code of practice. [42048] 

Mr Willetts: It is for each institution to make their own decisions about codes of 
practices, policies and procedures on speakers on campus. Many institutions have 
existing policies and consult regularly with their local police and other partners 
before making decisions about speakers. As part of the development of the new 
Prevent strategy on tackling extremism, we will be highlighting good practice such 
as the University of Manchester's model and sharing this good practice with the 
rest of the sector. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0
004.htm#11030464000049  
 

Religious Studies 
Caroline Nokes: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what plans he has for 
future teaching of religious studies after its exclusion from the English Baccalaureate 
humanities list. [36030] 

Mr Gibb: We consider religious education to be a very important subject and it will 
remain a compulsory part of the basic curriculum in maintained schools. 
We have not included religious education (RE) as fulfilling the humanity 
requirement of the English Baccalaureate because it is already a compulsory 
subject. One of the intentions of the English Baccalaureate is to encourage wider 
take up of geography and history in addition to, rather than instead of, compulsory 
RE.  However we recognise, as many schools do, the benefits that religious 
education can bring to pupils. This is why the teaching of RE remains compulsory 
throughout a pupil's schooling. Success in all subjects studied at GCSE will also 
continue to be recognised by other performance table measures, as it has in the 
past. We are open to arguments about how we can further improve the measures 
in the performance tables and will review the precise definition of the English 
Baccalaureate for the 2011 tables. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0
002.htm#11030459000038  

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0004.htm#11030464000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0004.htm#11030464000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0002.htm#11030459000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0002.htm#11030459000038
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Welsh Assembly Government 

What does the Yes vote mean for Wales? 
? Since the Government of Wales Act in 2006, the Welsh Assembly Government and 
Assembly Members have introduced Legislative Competence Orders (LCOs). These 
sought powers to make laws in areas devolved to Wales ? The scrutiny process for the 
LCOs involved, at different stages, Wales and UK Ministers, AMs, MPs and officials 
agreeing, and sometimes amending, an LCO. The progress of an LCO also involved it 
being voted on by Assembly Members in the Senedd in Cardiff and also by UK 
representatives in the UK Houses of Parliament and Lords. Final approval was given by 
the UK Privy Council. Once competence had been approved the Assembly was then able 
to introduce draft “Measures”. A yes vote means that Wales will no longer have to use an 
LCO to obtain competence. It will be able to introduce its own Bills on subjects in the 20 
policy areas. ? 
It is anticipated that the new powers will come into force on 5th May, which will allow Bills 
to be introduced from the beginning of the next Assembl ? 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/110304yesvote/?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answers of 10 February 2011, Official Report, columns 434-5W, on the 
Middle East: peace negotiations, what assessment he has made of the progress made 
by (a) Lebanon, (b) Tunisia, (c) Morocco and (d) Algeria in advancing (i) regional 
cooperation and (ii) their relations with Israel. [43394] 

Alistair Burt: The European External Action Service and European Commission 
publish annual European Neighbourhood Policy reports covering all partner 
countries, including Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria. While we do not have 
a fixed date for publication in 2011, last year's reports were published in May 
2010. The latest assessments by country are at:  
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm 
Until annual European Neighbourhood Policy report is published we are unable to 
make an assessment on the progress made. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0
003.htm#11030464000015  
 

The replies referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0
002.htm#11021081000086  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary updates Parliament on developments in Libya and the Middle 
East  
? It remains more vital than ever that we press for a just and lasting resolution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We want to see an urgent return to negotiations, based on 
clear parameters including 1967 borders.  We will work with all the parties to press for a 
decisive  breakthrough  this  year.  President  Abbas  is  visiting the  UK this  week.  I  will  
 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/110304yesvote/?lang=en
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0002.htm#11021081000086
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0002.htm#11021081000086
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discuss these issues with him tomorrow, when I will also confirm that given the extent of 
our aid to the Palestinian Authority and our work with them, we will join many other 
countries in upgrading the status of the Palestinian Delegation to London to the level of a 
Mission. ? 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=561651482  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to his Syrian counterpart on weapons transferred to 
Hezbollah. [43170] 

Alistair Burt: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary, during his visit to 
Damascus in January 2011, raised the issue of Hizballah's weapons with both 
President Assad and Foreign Minister Muallem, where he highlighted the dangers 
to stability in the region in allowing weapons smuggling to Hizballah. 
We continue to press for the full implementation of United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions (UNSCR), most notably UNSCR 1701, which calls upon 
Hizballah to disarm, and our ambassador in Damascus regularly raises the issue 
of Hizballah's weapons with the Syrian Government. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
estimate he has made of the quantity of weapons smuggled from Iran to (a) Hezbollah 
and (b) Hamas since 2006. [43194] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to monitor closely Iranian support to Hezbollah and 
Hamas, including supply of weapons. We have consistently stressed the negative 
impact this has on stability in the Middle East and condemn it in all its forms. 
We assess that since the 2006 conflict with Israel, Hezbollah has now been 
rearmed to the extent that its capabilities exceed those in 2006. We assess that 
Iran is the most significant provider of weapons, training and funding to Hezbollah. 
We assess that Hamas has rebuilt at least some of the capabilities it lost in the 
2008-09 Gaza conflict. Since then, Hamas may have acquired from Iran both a 
number of longer range rockets with the potential to reach Tel Aviv and some 
advanced anti-tank guided weapons. We assess that Iran is a significant provider 
of weapons and funds to the group. 
We regularly raise this issue with senior political leaders in the region. Most 
recently, my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs raised arms transfers to Hezbollah with President Assad 
when he visited Syria on 27 January 2011. 
We will continue to push for full implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolutions which call for the disarmament of these armed groups and prohibit 
weapons transfers and support the UN sanctions committees pursuing and 
investigating sanctions violations. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on Hezbollah's military capability 
in southern Lebanon. [43197] 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned by reports of weapons transfers to 
Hezbollah, including Hezbollah's own claims that it possesses significant military 
capabilities. 
The 31 January 2011 EU Foreign Affairs Council adopted Conclusions recalling its  
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=561651482
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commitment to the full implementation of UN Security Council Resolutions 1559 
and 1701, which call for the disarmament of Hezbollah and other militia. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps the Government is taking to seek the disarmament of Hezbollah in accordance with 
UN Security Council Resolution 1701. [43199] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to press for the full implementation of United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions (UNSCR), most notably UNSCR 1701, which calls 
upon Hezbollah to disarm. 
During his visit to Damascus in January the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), the issue of Hezbollah's weapons with both President Assad and 
Foreign Minister Muallem, where he highlighted the dangers to stability in the 
region in allowing weapons smuggling to Hezbollah. 
The Prime Minister discussed UNSCR 1701 with Prime Minister Hariri during his 
visit to the UK in November 2010, underlining the need for Hezbollah to disarm to 
ensure the stability of Lebanon. 
Our embassies in Damascus and Beirut continue to press these points. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0
003.htm#11030464000009  
 

Iran: Sanctions 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) his Israeli counterpart and (b) his EU counterparts 
on (i) Iran's conventional military capabilities and (ii) the effectiveness of the sanctions 
regime against Iran. [43398] 

Alistair Burt: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary regularly discusses 
Iran's nuclear programme and the effectiveness of sanctions against Iran with his 
Israeli and EU counterparts. Our officials also have regular discussions with Israeli 
and EU counterparts on Iran's armed forces. 
These discussions are informed by the regular reports of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), which continue to highlight continued Iranian non-
compliance with its obligations. International sanctions, including those adopted 
by the UN and the EU, show the strength of international concern about Iran's 
nuclear programme. It is clear that these sanctions are having an impact. Iran is 
finding it increasingly difficult to acquire goods of proliferation concern and is also 
finding it harder to access international finance. But, following Iranian behaviour at 
the latest round of EU3+3 talks in Istanbul, it is also clear that the pressure on Iran 
needs to increase. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0
003.htm#11030464000012 
 

Iran: Nuclear Power 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with (a) his Israeli counterpart and (b) his EU counterparts on (i) 
Iran's nuclear capabilities and (ii) the effectiveness of existing sanctions on Iran. [43195] 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my 
right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), regularly 
discusses Iran's nuclear programme and the effectiveness of sanctions against 
Iran with his Israeli and EU counterparts. Officials also have regular discussions 
with Israeli and EU counterparts on Iran's armed forces. 
These discussions are informed by the regular reports of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), which continue to highlight continued Iranian non-
compliance with its obligations. International sanctions, including those adopted 
by the UN and the EU, show the strength of international concern about Iran's 
nuclear programme. It is clear that these sanctions are having an impact. Iran is  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000012
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finding it increasingly difficult to acquire goods of proliferation concern and is also 
finding it harder to access international finance. But, following Iranian behaviour at 
the latest round of EU3+3 talks in Istanbul, it is also clear that the pressure on Iran 
needs to increase. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his (a) Israeli, (b) Egyptian, (c) Jordanian and (d) Saudi 
Arabian counterpart on the Iranian Government's refusal to allow the International Atomic 
Energy Agency to inspect non-declared nuclear facilities. [43399] 

Alistair Burt: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has had a number of 
conversations with his Israeli, Egyptian, Jordanian and Saudi counterparts-
including during his recent visit to the region-about Iran's continued non-
compliance with its obligations towards the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). As numerous reports from the IAEA Director General have shown, Iran is 
failing to co-operate fully with the Agency on a range of issues, including denying 
full access to sites and personnel related to the nuclear programme. ? 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0
003.htm#11030464000011  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Widespread bullying in schools is not being tackled, new report shows 
? The study ? found that nearly two in ten of all school students said that they do not 
feel physically safe at school.  Nearly half of 6-10 and 14 year olds said they had been 
bullied at school. Among the primary school children who said they were being bullied, 
four in ten said it was happening at least once a week. ? 
Most local authorities agree there is a need for monitoring the prevalence of bullying 
across all groups in school or in the community, however, very few have this in place 
as they are only obliged to gather evidence of race-related bullying. While 75 per cent 
had evidence related to the prevalence of racist bullying in schools, this fell to less 
than 40 per cent for bullying relating to sexual orientation, gender and religion or belief 
and to less than 30 per cent for disability-related bullying. ? 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2011/march/widespread-bullying-in-schools-
is-not-being-tackled-new-report-shows/  
 
Prevention and response to identity-based bullying among local authorities in 
England, Scotland and Wales 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/64_identity_based_bullyi
ng.pdf  
 
 
Pathways to politics    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/pathways_to_politics.pdf   
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110304/text/110304w0003.htm#11030464000011
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2011/march/widespread-bullying-in-schools-is-not-being-tackled-new-report-shows/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2011/march/widespread-bullying-in-schools-is-not-being-tackled-new-report-shows/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/64_identity_based_bullying.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/64_identity_based_bullying.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/pathways_to_politics.pdf
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  
 

Supplementary Delegated Powers Memorandum  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/b58as3-stage2-dpm.pdf  
 

Stage 2: committee consideration of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/or-11/he11-0402.htm#Col3962  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/b58as3-stage2-dpm.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/hs/or-11/he11-0402.htm#Col3962
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-statistics.html
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
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More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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