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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Middle East and North Africa 
includes: 
col 444  Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: � Israeli security has in large measure 
been protected-I argue that it has been guaranteed-by Egypt and Jordan, often in the 
teeth of virulent criticism from within their countries and sometimes from their neighbours. 
However, Israel may find attitudes hardening if people on the Arab street have a decisive 
say in what happens next. � 

 

col 450  Baroness Falkner of Margravine: � If we recoil in horror at the prospect [of 
talking to Hamas], let us be clear that Hamas is not Islamist in conventional terms. It 
does not wish to see a theocratic state on a literalist interpretation of medieval Islam. � It 
is a pluralist party; � It is not a proxy for al-Qaeda; it fights al-Qaeda on the ground in 
Gaza. � 

 

col 455  Lord Trimble: �  It is again a mistake to give too much attention to security 
without realising that the best security for Israel will come from a friendly and strong 
Palestinian state. � There are those who seem to think that the solution is a one-state 
solution and that, if there is one state between the Mediterranean and the Jordan, it will 
then be impossible for the Israeli Government to deny full civic rights to the Arabs, which 
would create a state that would not be Jewish and might even eventually have an Arab 
majority. � it is a delusion to think that that will happen. � 

 

col 457  Lord Clinton-Davis: � The choice facing Israel in particular is potentially 
catastrophic. Extremists bay for its demise. However we may view Netanyahu and his 
coalition Government, by current Middle Eastern standards, his administration could be 
deemed to be moderate. That is not my opinion, but that is how it could be viewed. At 
least the Netanyahu coalition is subject to scrutiny from within the country. � Sadat 
sought to achieve long-term peace in contrast to what Hamas and Hezbollah are trying to 
do. If things go awry, Israel will be surrounded by hostile forces that far outnumber its 
own defence force. The fact that Israel and Egypt have upheld, through years of enmity 
and upheaval in the region, a peace agreement is a testament to the fact that Arabs and 
Jews can co-operate. If the example of Prime Minister Begin and President Sadat were 
to be emulated, not only peace but prosperity could enhance the fortunes of both peoples 
and there is no doubt that the poorer Arab sectors of society would benefit most. � 
Israel, like all democracies, makes mistakes. Some have grave consequences. But Israel 
cannot make territorial concessions that can be interpreted as a sign of weakness. � 
 

col 463  Lord Fowler:  � The greatest change in the past 45 years is the peace which 
has developed between Egypt and Israel and between Israel and Jordan.  That has been  
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a massive step forward, but the tragedy is that we have not been able to build on that 
foundation. � 

 

col 473  Lord Desai: � the whole resurgence of Islamism in the Middle East over the 
past 20 to 25 years and the defeat of the secular, rather than democratic, solutions like 
the Ba'ath Socialist Party are very much because of the defeat of the Arab armies in 
three successive wars against Israel. After 1973 there was a crisis of conscience among 
the Arabs, who asked, "Why do we keep on losing?". One answer, although I do not think 
it was the correct one, was that they were no longer as "pure" as they used to be. They 
had to purify themselves as good Muslims in order to be able to win the nest battle. The 
Islamism that has erupted in the Middle East in various forms-Hamas, Hezbollah, the 
Muslim Brotherhood and so on, although the brotherhood predates all this-is very much a 
consequence of the unsolved Israel-Palestine problem. �  
 

col 475  Lord Wright of Richmond: � The real ambitions of the Netanyahu 
Government are becoming increasingly clear to the Arab world � evidence in the press, 
on the internet and on Al-Jazeera that senior members of Mr Netanyahu's Government 
hope to turn Israel into an expansionist and Zionist state stretching, as Mr Ehud Barak 
has said publicly, from the Mediterranean to the Jordan river, if not to the banks of the 
Euphrates, as many of Israel's supporters including the Christian right claim. � 

 

col 483  Lord Stone of Blackheath: � We planned to facilitate small-scale farmers, 
traders and marketeers to be able to compete on the world stage so that they can see 
that a different kind of future is available where wealth, aspiration and peace can flourish. 
� Two years on, we are delivering fresh herbs and sweet peppers to Sainsbury's, Marks 
and Spencer and the Co-operative Group. These British retailers are very supportive and 
patient. The quality of the Palestinian products and its service is improving. The Israelis 
allow us ease of access through the checkpoints. Jordan flies goods from Amman. We 
have been able to persuade the EU to drop its tariff, which until this year was 12.8 per 
cent on some of the goods that we were trying to import. �  
Let me explain what this project means to the farmers. Currently, if a small farmer with, 
say, three dunam of land-a dunam is about 1,000 square metres-grows poor- quality 
produce inefficiently for the local market, the best that he can get is about $8,000 to 
$10,000 for his year's work. When I say "his", I also mean "hers" because 40 per cent of 
the farmers are women. If Moon Valley helps the same farm to grow on three dunam 
high-quality goods for Sainsbury's, we can pay them up to $20,000. What is more, during 
the rest of the year, they can make efficiently, and at a lower price, goods for the local 
market. � 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211-
0001.htm#11021129000313  

 

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Turkel Commission 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the findings of the Turkel Commission; and what assessment they have made of the 
impartiality of its members.[HL6358] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Government have consistently called for a full, credible, impartial 
and independent investigation into the Gaza flotilla incident. Part 1 of the Turkel 
Commission report appears to be a thorough analysis of the evidence before the 
commission, and included international involvement. The participation of Lord 
Trimble and Brigadier-General Ken Watkin as international observers was 
essential. Both observers stated clearly that they thought that the commission was 
independent. However, it is clear that although the commission made efforts to 
hear both sides, not all relevant evidence was available to the commission. This is 
to be regretted. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211-0001.htm#11021129000313
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211-0001.htm#11021129000313
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Clearly this is a complex issue. We are studying the report in detail and await the 
second and final part of the report in due course. It is now important that the UN 
secretary-general's panel of inquiry can draw on the full evidence available as part 
of its own ongoing investigation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211w0001.htm#110
21137000109  

 
Israel and Palestine 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with British companies about supporting settlement activities in East Jerusalem.[HL6355] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The UK Government have had no such discussions with British 
companies about supporting settlement activities in East Jerusalem. 
As we advise through our travel advice, there are risks involved with purchasing 
property in Israeli settlements on land considered to be occupied under 
international law, in East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Golan. Potential 
purchasers should be aware that a future peace deal between Israel and the 
Palestinians, or between Israel and Syria, could have consequences for property 
they purchase in these settlements. 
The UK is in regular contact with Baroness Ashton (European Union's High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy) and fully supports the EU 
stance that settlement building in East Jerusalem is illegal under international law 
and is an obstacle to peace. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the Palestinian documents recently leaked to Al-Jazeera and their correlation with 
Israel's statements about the Palestinians' desire for peace.[HL6356] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are not in a position to comment on the 
authenticity of these documents. 
However, the fact remains that direct negotiations are the only way to resolve the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We are concerned about the breakdown in talks and 
are working with the US and the EU to secure a return to direct negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211w0001.htm#110
21137000108  

 
Palestine 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their stance on the draft 
Palestinian United Nations Security Council resolution on settlements.[HL6357] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): The Palestinian UN Security Council (UNSC) resolution on 
settlements is consistent with long-standing UK policy that Israeli settlement 
construction in the occupied Palestinian territories is illegal under international 
law. 
Our primary focus is on how to secure a return to direct negotiations. We are 
considering the current draft in this light and are in discussion with UNSC 
partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211w0001.htm#110
21137000113  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Iran 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make 
representations to the Government of Iran about the reported desecration of the Jewish 
historical site at the tomb of Esther and Mordechai. [HL6354] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of reports of protests at the site of the tombs of Esther 
and Mordechai in Iran, including the vandalism of a sign at the entrance. We urge 
the Iranian Government to take the necessary steps to protect this important 
pilgrimage site of the Jewish faith. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211w0001.htm#110
21137000107  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

 

Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html   
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 5 days 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110211w0001.htm#11021137000107
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** closes in 5 days 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
** Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  

 
 

National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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