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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Marriage 
includes: 
col 366  Lord Sacks: � I come from a faith and a people that have survived for 4,000 
years, often under difficult circumstances, and that still today contribute 
disproportionately to almost all facets of British life because they made the family their 
highest joy, the home their citadel, marriage a sacred covenant and parenthood the 
highest responsibility. If the Jewish experience has anything to say to Britain today it is: 
recognise marriage, not just cohabitation, as in the best interests of the child. Do so in 
the tax system. Do so in the educational system. Do so in relationship support. 
Otherwise, our children will pay the price-financial, educational, medical and 
psychological-for generations to come. Without stable marriages we will not have strong 
families, and without strong families we will not have a big society. 
To read the full debate see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110210-
0001.htm#11021054000681  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arrest Warrants 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many arrest warrant 
applications were made to district judges by private individuals under laws relating to 
universal jurisdiction between 1 January 1995 and 1 January 2010; how many such 
applications were granted; and how many prosecutions taken in consequence resulted in 
a conviction. [39344] 

Mr Blunt: I refer the hon. Member to the answer given by the Lord Chancellor and 
Secretary of State for Justice, my right hon. and learned Friend the Member for 
Rushcliffe (Mr Clarke), to the hon. Member for Enfield North (Nick de Bois) on 9 
November 2010, Official Report, column 204W, information about applications for 
arrest warrants in respect of universal jurisdiction offences is not recorded, but 
staff at the City of Westminster magistrates court are aware often such 
applications in the last 10 years. It is public knowledge that two applications were 
granted, but in neither case was the warrant executed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0
001.htm#11021081000028  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110210-0001.htm#11021054000681
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110210-0001.htm#11021054000681
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0001.htm#11021081000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0001.htm#11021081000028
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Home Office 

Criminal checks on people working with children scaled back 
More than nine million people working or volunteering with children and vulnerable adults 
will no longer need to register and be monitored by the state.  The government today 
unveiled plans to scale back the vetting and barring scheme (VBS) and criminal records 
regime to common-sense levels while ensuring vulnerable groups are appropriately 
protected.  
The proposals, which come after a comprehensive review of the existing system, include: 

• merging the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and Independent Safeguarding 
Authority � 

• a large reduction in the number of positions requiring checks. Only those working 
closely and regularly with children and vulnerable adults will need them 

• portability of criminal records checks between jobs � 
• a end to a requirement for those working or volunteering with vulnerable groups to 

register with the VBS and then be continuously monitored  
• stopping employers who knowingly request criminal records checks on individuals 

who are not entitled to them 
� Home Office minister Lynne Featherstone added: '� the changes that are now being 
made strike the balance between our own personal liberties whilst ensuring vulnerable 
people are protected.' 
Necessary changes in law will be included in the Protection of Freedoms Bill. Subject to 
parliamentary approval, the Bill is expected to become law by early 2012. 
The new regime would be introduced as soon as possible after this. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/criminal-record-checks  
 
Vetting & Barring Scheme Remodelling Review – Report and Recommendations 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/vbs-report?view=Binary  
 
A Common Sense Approach: A review of the criminal records regime in England 
and Wales – Report on Phase 1ß 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/criminal-records-review-phase1/criminal-
records-review?view=Binary  
 
 
Sweeping reforms to restore British liberties 
Millions of people will be protected from unwarranted state intrusion in their private lives 
with a return to common sense government, the Home Secretary outlined today in the 
Protection of Freedoms Bill. � 

• an end to the routine monitoring of 9.3 million people under the radically reformed 
vetting and barring scheme � 

• the scrapping of Section 44 powers, which have been used to stop and search 
hundreds of thousands of innocent people 

• the permanent reduction of the maximum period of pre-charge detention for 
terrorist suspects to 14 days 

• DNA samples and fingerprints of hundreds of thousands of innocent people 
deleted from police databases � 

Home Secretary Theresa May said: 'The first duty of the state is the protection of its 
citizens, but this should never be an excuse for the government to intrude into people’s 
private lives. 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/press-releases/sweeping-reform  
 

TOP 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what recent discussions he has had with (a) his Israeli counterpart and (b) the 
Palestinian Authority on trends in the conduct of administration by Hamas of the Gaza 
Strip; [39345] 
(2) what recent reports he has received on the (a) number and (b) range of missiles 
available to Hamas; [39346] 
(3) what estimate his Department has made of (a) the number of missiles held by Hamas 
and (b) their range in each year since 2005. [39348] 

Alistair Burt: We maintain regular discussion with the Government of Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority on a wide range of issues, including the situation in Gaza. 
We are concerned by reports that Hamas continue to acquire and test a variety of 
weapons. This is a continuing picture and we are not able to comment further on 
the detail. However, we have long made it clear that the arming and funding of 
Hamas and other Palestinian rejectionist groups is unacceptable. 
We continue to call on Hamas to take concrete steps towards the Quartet 
principles: renouncing violence, recognising Israel and accepting previously signed 
agreements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0
002.htm#11021081000085  

 
Middle East: Peace Negotiations 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of steps taken by (a) Egypt, (b) Jordan and (c) Saudi 
Arabia on implementing the confidence measures towards Israel proposed by the EU 
External Relations Council at its meeting of 15 June 2009. [39347] 

Alistair Burt: While we have not held discussions with EU counterparts 
specifically on using the Association Agreement to encourage these countries to 
recognise Israel, regional integration and co-operation are important parts of 
European Union Association Agreements and the wider Neighbourhood policy. 
The External Action Service and European Commission undertake assessments 
of progress against association agreements. This includes information on regional 
co-operation.  The latest assessments by country are at:  

http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm 
Regarding Israel specifically, our position is set out in the Foreign Affairs Council 
conclusions of December 2010, which noted: "The EU recalls that peace in the 
Middle East should be comprehensive and reiterates the importance of 
negotiations on the Israel-Syria and Israel-Lebanon tracks. Peace should lead to 
the full integration of Israel in its regional environment, along the lines set out in 
the Arab Peace Initiative". 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on the potential use of the EU's 
Association Agreement with Lebanon as a means to encourage Lebanon to recognise 
Israel. [39350] 

Alistair Burt: We have not held discussions with EU counterparts specifically on 
using the Association Agreement to encourage Lebanon to recognise Israel. The 
EU-Lebanon Action Plan, which implements the Association Agreement, has as an 
objective the further development of co-operation between the EU and Lebanon in 
the context of the Middle East Peace Process, which is pursued on the ground and 
in Brussels.  The latest assessments by country are at: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0002.htm#11021081000085
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0002.htm#11021081000085
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm
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Regarding Israel specifically, our position is set out in the Foreign Affairs Council 
conclusions of December 2010, which noted: "The EU recalls that peace in the 
Middle East should be comprehensive and reiterates the importance of 
negotiations on the Israel-Syria and Israel-Lebanon tracks. Peace should lead to 
the full integration of Israel in its regional environment, along the lines set out in 
the Arab Peace Initiative". 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on the potential use of the EU's 
Association Agreement with Tunisia as a means to encourage Tunisia to recognise 
Israel. [39351] 

Alistair Burt: While we have not held discussions with EU counterparts 
specifically on using the Association Agreement to encourage Tunisia to recognise 
Israel, regional integration and co-operation are important parts of European Union 
Association Agreements and the wider Neighbourhood policy. The External Action 
Service and European Commission undertake assessments of progress against 
association agreements. This includes information on regional co-operation.  The 
latest assessments by country are at:   
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm 
Regarding Israel specifically, our position is set out in the Foreign Affairs Council 
conclusions of December 2010, which noted: 
"The EU recalls that peace in the Middle East should be comprehensive and 
reiterates the importance of negotiations on the Israel-Syria and Israel-Lebanon 
tracks. Peace should lead to the full integration of Israel in its regional 
environment, along the lines set out in the Arab Peace Initiative". 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what recent discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on the potential use of the 
EU's Association Agreement with Morocco as a means to encourage Algeria to 
recognise Israel; [39352] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on the potential use of 
the EU's Association Agreement with Algeria as a means to encourage Algeria to 
recognise Israel. [39353] 

Alistair Burt: While we have not held discussions with EU counterparts 
specifically on using the Association Agreement to encourage Morocco to 
recognise Israel, regional integration and co-operation are important parts of 
European Union Association Agreements and the wider Neighbourhood policy. 
The External Action Service and European Commission undertake assessments 
of progress against association agreements. This includes information on regional 
co-operation.  The latest assessments by country are at: 
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm 
Regarding Israel specifically, our position is set out in the Foreign Affairs Council 
conclusions of December 2010, which noted: "The EU recalls that peace in the 
Middle East should be comprehensive and reiterates the importance of 
negotiations on the Israel-Syria and Israel-Lebanon tracks. Peace should lead to 
the full integration of Israel in its regional environment, along the lines set out in 
the Arab Peace Initiative". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0
002.htm#11021081000086  

 
Palestinians: Overseas Aid 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
funding his Department has provided in aid to Palestinians, excluding for police and 
security purposes, in each of the last three years; and if he will make a statement. 
[39036] 

Mr O'Brien: Excluding funding for specific projects to support the development of 
the  Palestinian  security  sector,   UK  aid  to  the  occupied  Palestinian  territories  
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/countries/index_en.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0002.htm#11021081000086
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0002.htm#11021081000086


 
5

 

(OPTs) totalled: 
£59.4 million in 2007-08; 
£60.2 million in 2008-09; and 
£82.1 million in 2009-10. 
These figures include contributions to the UN Relief and Works Agency, which 
provides services to Palestinian refugees both in the OPTs themselves and also in 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
The figures also include our direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority 
(PA), which supports among other things the PA's payment of recurrent costs, 
such as civil service and security force salaries. As this funding is not earmarked, 
we cannot disaggregate the proportion used to pay salaries in the security sector. 
All support provided by the Department for International Development (DFID) to 
the OPTs, including our support to Palestinian policing and security, is classified 
as official development assistance (ODA) in accordance with the rules of the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development's (OECD's) 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110210/text/110210w0
002.htm#11021081000068  

 
 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Statement by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: ends visit 
to Israel and OPT 
� With regard to human rights in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt), I 
have one paramount concern, which has been reinforced by what I’ve seen and heard 
during my visit. This is that the politics of conflict, peace and security are constantly 
leading to the downgrading, or setting aside, of the importance of binding international 
human rights and humanitarian law.  
International human rights law and international humanitarian law are not negotiable. No 
individual or state can be considered exempt, if they violate the law. � 
The settlement of Israeli citizens in the occupied Palestinian territory is clearly prohibited 
under international law. As a result, all State actions in support of the establishment and 
maintenance of the settlements, including incentives to create them and the 
establishment of infrastructure to support them, are illegal under international law. � The 
confiscation or expropriation of private property in the occupied territory, including East 
Jerusalem, is in almost all cases also illegal. � 
I have been struck by the complacency with which the entirely avoidable predicament of 
Palestinians affected by the Wall and settlements is treated by Israeli authorities � 
� I was encouraged by the strong statements of commitment to the promotion and 
protection of human rights made by officials at the highest level. Prime Minister Salam 
Fayad noted his government’s readiness to enter into a full memorandum of 
understanding with my office. � 
I commend Gaza human rights defenders and civil society organizations for their 
courageous efforts to promote human rights, accountability and the respect for the rule of 
law. � The blockade of Gaza is illegal, and is not warranted by Israel’s legitimate 
security concerns. � 
� Palestinians and Israelis are equally entitled to security and human rights, neither of 
which can be pursued at the expense of the other. � 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

 

** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110210/am/11021
0s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110210/pm/11021
0s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1261002p.29-34.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011//cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261002a.1
09-115.html  
 
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html   
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Committee Stage, Housße of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110210/am/11
0210s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110210/pm/11
0210s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161002p.107-
113.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161002a.63
7-643.html  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/11146.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/en/11146en.pdf  
 

Section 5 amends the Safeguarding of Vulnerable Groups Act 

 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110210/am/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110210/am/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110210/pm/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110210/pm/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1261002p.29-34.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011//cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261002a.109-115.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011//cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261002a.109-115.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110210/am/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110210/am/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110210/pm/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110210/pm/110210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161002p.107-113.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161002p.107-113.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161002a.637-643.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161002a.637-643.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/11146.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/en/11146en.pdf
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Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  

 
 

National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 

TOP 
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