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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Statement and Debate 

Counter-terrorism Review 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/debtext/11012
6-0001.htm#11012654000005  
 

 
Westminster Hall Debate 

Community Cohesion 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/halltext/110126
h0001.htm#11012648000002  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Intolerance 
Lord Alderdice: To ask Her Majesty's Government what are the remedies available for 
citizens whose safety has been put in jeopardy by inflammatory religious or political 
statements about them; and what assessment they have made of whether those are 
sufficient and effective.[HL5559] 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Neville-Jones): The police may 
carry out a risk assessment on any individual who may be at threat by such 
statements and offer adequate protection. It would not be appropriate to comment 
on details of protective security arrangements. 
The Government are committed to ensuring that everyone has the freedom to live 
their lives free from fear of targeted hostility or harassment on the grounds of a 
particular characteristic, such as their religious beliefs, and are taking action to 
ensure that the criminal justice services and partners locally are equipped to 
prevent and tackle such targeted hostility. A range of legislation is in place to 
enable the police and probation service to take action against those making 
statements designed to inflame racial or religious hatred. We will continue to keep 
the effectiveness of these measures under review, including the regular collection 
and publication of hate crime incidents and prosecutions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126w0001.htm#110
12649000266 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/debtext/110126-0001.htm#11012654000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/debtext/110126-0001.htm#11012654000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/halltext/110126h0001.htm#11012648000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/halltext/110126h0001.htm#11012648000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126w0001.htm#11012649000266
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126w0001.htm#11012649000266
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Internet 

John Mann: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport on 
what date he plans to hold the proposed Ministerial seminar on hate on the internet. 
[35723] 

Mr Vaizey: My officials are in discussion with other interested Departments and 
we hope to arrange for these important matters to be discussed further in the 
spring. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/text/110126w0
001.htm#11012688000029  

TOP 
 

 

 
 

Holocaust 

Communities and Local Government 

Holocaust Memorial Day: Eric Pickles pays tribute and promotes participation 
> Speaking today > at the event to mark the annual day of remembrance and 
awareness-raising, the Secretary of State emphasised how important it is that everyone 
has the chance to learn about the events of the Holocaust and to understand its 
pertinence to our lives today. Despite the challenging state of public finances, he was 
also able to confirm that Government support for local memorial activities would 
continue. 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: "Holocaust Memorial Day gives us an 
opportunity to find out more about what happened in Nazi Germany, Bosnia, Cambodia, 
Rwanda and Darfur; to look at why it happened; and to think about what we all need to 
do to make sure it never happens again. This day is relevant to all of us. 
"Antisemitism and other forms of bigotry have sadly not yet been relegated to the history 
books. It's the responsibility of every one of us to challenge divisive views and 
discrimination whenever we see them. > 
Carly Whyborn, Chief Executive of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, commented: 
"Hundreds of events are taking place up and down the country today to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day. The Day gives us the opportunity to not just learn about history but to 
learn from history. We hope people will see the day as an opportunity to think about what 
action they can take that will have a positive impact on their community. 
"Today's confirmation of funding from the Department for Communities and Local 
Government is welcomed > 
The Government has shown its commitment to tackling antisemitism and discrimination, 
with: 

• £2 million for increasing security for Jewish faith schools, announced by the 
Department for Education in December last year; 

• a requirement for police forces to record antisemitic hate crimes separately, with 
the first set of data released last November. This will improve data and make it 
easier to target security measures; 

• and, to ensure continued progress on tackling hate crime, including antisemitism, 
on the internet, Ministers will host a seminar this spring. > 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1826940  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/text/110126w0001.htm#11012688000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110126/text/110126w0001.htm#11012688000029
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1826940
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Foreign Secretary urges active approach to preserving the memory of the 
Holocaust  
> Foreign Secretary William Hague said: "> I am determined that the Government 
should take an active approach to preserving the memory of the Holocaust.  This will be 
done through a more coordinated effort to bring justice and assistance to Holocaust 
victims.  The Government will encourage a wider public understanding of the history of 
1933-1945 and the lessons to be drawn.  We will continue to challenge racism and 
antisemitism and promote the human rights of all people across the world.  I call upon 
other states to do the same" 
Sir Andrew Burns, UK Envoy for post-Holocaust issues said: “> We owe a great debt to 
survivors who still so readily share their memories and experiences with us, but their 
numbers decrease each year.  It is heartening to know that there are so many teachers 
and educators in this country who ensure year round that we never lose our collective 
memory of those times and that we all, and particularly the younger generations, 
understand the need to be always on the watch to prevent any resurgence of racial, 
religious and ethnic prejudice.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=540580582  
 
 

Scottish Government 
Scottish National Holocaust Memorial Day 
First Minister Alex Salmond will address an event in Edinburgh this evening to mark 
Holocaust Memorial Day > [and] will be the first person to sign the Holocaust Memorial 
Day commitment book to show the Scottish Government's support for communities which 
have suffered through genocide. He has also taken part in an Untold Stories film which 
will be broadcast at the UK national Holocaust Memorial Day event in London. 
Mr Salmond said: "Holocaust Memorial Day is a time to reflect and remember the past 
and the millions of real people who suffered in the Holocaust, under Nazi persecution 
and whose lives were lost during this dreadful atrocity. It is also time to spare a thought 
for countless others whose lives continue to be affected by the Holocaust and 
subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur. 
By continuing to remember those whose lives were taken and honouring those who 
suffered and continue to suffer today, we not only keep memories alive but we gain an 
understanding of events that allows us to examine our own communities, share our own 
experiences and play our part in ensuring that genocide, racism, bigotry and victimisation 
play no part in our society. Each of us has a moral responsibility to ourselves, our 
neighbours and our communities to challenge discrimination, wherever it happens. >  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/27154449  
 

 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Holocaust victims honoured and remembered in Wales 
Victims of genocide have been remembered today on Holocaust Memorial Day >  
The First Minister of Wales, Carwyn Jones, who attended the service, said: "I was 
pleased to participate in Wales' National Service once again. As, sadly, we lose those 
who lived through and witnessed the atrocities of World War II, it is becoming 
increasingly important that we ensure that current and future generations know what 
happened so that history does not repeat itself. To this end, I am pleased that we have 
so many young people participating in and attending this year's service." > 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=540580582
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/27154449
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The Welsh Assembly Government has provided funding to support the work of the 
Holocaust Educational Trust so that Welsh students have the opportunity to participate in 
their "Lessons from Auschwitz Project," and has also worked in partnership with the Vale 
of Glamorgan to host Wales' National Holocaust Memorial Day event. > 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/110127holocaust/;jsessionid=spRyNBTp
KVlwYRJhGkwlLYjQx7B5n9QJTCxYpcQgNLLY6Rn6vhk2!1915497929?lang=en  
 
 

Council of Europe 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day: Speech by Thorbjørn Jagland, 
Secretary General of the Council of Europe  
> Every time I think of what has happened, here, in Europe, I feel like shouting my 
outrage, yet I am at a loss for words. Everything has been said about what happened. 
Everything has been said about how it should not happen again.  
I wish to say: enough talking. We must remember, and we must act.  
And when we remember, let us think of individual victims. They all had a name, they all 
had families, hopes and fears, and plans for the future. A future which ended in the death 
camps and mass graves across our Continent.  
And we must act because a cold wind of intolerance, of prejudice and hate is blowing 
again across Europe. Is there a threat of another Holocaust? Perhaps not. But can we 
afford to take any risks? I do not think so.  
This is why we need to work on creating a social model in which we will not only tolerate 
each other, but will open up, accept, and respect each other. A Europe where people and 
communities will live with each other, not only beside each other, or even against each 
other. This is not yet the Europe of today, but it must become the Europe of tomorrow. 
And the Council of Europe will make its contribution. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.coe.int/t/secretarygeneral/sg/speeches/2011/20110127_holocaust_remembra
nce_day.asp  
 
International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust 
Speech by Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu President of the Parliamentary Assembly 
Commemorating the Holocaust is not simply the least we can do in order to keep alive 
the memory of millions of innocent victims. It is above all a way of reminding us of what 
could happen if we do not build into our societies democratic safeguards which are 
strong enough to resist any drifts from our common values and principles. >  
It is true that we in Europe have gone a long way - from the tragedy of mass 
extermination 70 years ago to a death penalty-free Continent today. But the reality is far 
more nuanced. All forms of intolerance towards those considered “different” are on the 
rise again – be it anti-Semitism, Islamophobia or racism and xenophobia in general. 
Ethnic, religious or cultural differences between people are being artificially exacerbated 
and manipulated in the political discourse, to divert attention from the real problems and 
real solutions. Politicians and parties reverting to such discourse have now been 
democratically elected in many national parliaments. 
Dear friends, when such things started happening in the 1930s, most people thought that 
this was not serious enough, or that it would just remain a matter of rhetoric, and not of 
practice. And this is probably one of the most important roles of the Holocaust. To give us 
an example – the ugliest, most appalling and disgraceful – and yet REAL example of 
what could happen. > 
To read the full transcript see 
http://assembly.coe.int//Mainf.asp?link=http://assembly.coe.int/President/Cavusoglu/Disc
ours/2011/20110127_SpeechAuschwitz.htm 

 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/110127holocaust/;jsessionid=spRyNBTpKVlwYRJhGkwlLYjQx7B5n9QJTCxYpcQgNLLY6Rn6vhk2!1915497929?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/110127holocaust/;jsessionid=spRyNBTpKVlwYRJhGkwlLYjQx7B5n9QJTCxYpcQgNLLY6Rn6vhk2!1915497929?lang=en
http://www.coe.int/t/secretarygeneral/sg/speeches/2011/20110127_holocaust_remembrance_day.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/secretarygeneral/sg/speeches/2011/20110127_holocaust_remembrance_day.asp
http://assembly.coe.int//Mainf.asp?link=http://assembly.coe.int/President/Cavusoglu/Discours/2011/20110127_SpeechAuschwitz.htm
http://assembly.coe.int//Mainf.asp?link=http://assembly.coe.int/President/Cavusoglu/Discours/2011/20110127_SpeechAuschwitz.htm
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European Agency for Fundamental Rights 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
FRA Director Morten Kjaerum: "Anti-Semitism is a deeply rooted phenomenon in Europe 
and it still haunts Europe today despite efforts to eradicate it. More worryingly, in recent 
times, there is evidence to suggest that anti-Semitism, has, again, become more 
widespread."   In response to the lack of reliable and comparable data in this area, the 
Agency will conduct a survey on discrimination against and victimisation of Jews in the 
EU.  >The history of anti-Semitism and the Holocaust bear testimony to the tragic 
consequences of incrementally eroding human rights protection. Confronting the 
Holocaust can stimulate discussion of contemporary challenges to the enjoyment of 
human rights, as well as underlining the continuing need to combat racial hatred.   
"Promoting awareness on the Holocaust therefore goes hand-in-hand with raising 
awareness on fundamental rights. It is vital that young people learn about the Holocaust 
and are empowered to shape an inclusive society, based on respect for diversity and on 
the protection and promotion of fundamental rights. >” 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/news_and_events/infocus11_2701_en.htm  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Robert Halfon (1349) Treatment of prisoners by the Palestinian Authority -That this 
House expresses grave alarm over recent reports of the torture of prisoners under the 
custody of the Palestinian Authority; notes that the Arab Organization for Human Rights 
reported that from 2008 to 2009 six detainees were tortured to death; recognises that 
citizens of the Palestinian Authority are often subject to indiscriminate arrest and torture 
with no access to legal counsel; urges the Government to seek from the Palestinian 
authorities guarantees that the basic human rights of detainees shall be respected; and 
joins in the condemnation of the use of torture which is contrary to international law. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/110126e01.htm  (direct weblink not 
yet available) 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
 
 
 
 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/news_and_events/infocus11_2701_en.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/110126e01.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Public Bill Committee amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1262701m.9-
15.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126-
0001.htm#11012651000359 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126-
0002.htm#11012691000153  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Public Bill Committee amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162701m.223-
229.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110125/am/11
0125s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110125/pm/11
0125s01.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1262701m.9-15.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1262701m.9-15.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126-0001.htm#11012651000359
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126-0001.htm#11012651000359
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126-0002.htm#11012691000153
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110126-0002.htm#11012691000153
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162701m.223-229.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162701m.223-229.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110125/am/110125s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110125/am/110125s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110125/pm/110125s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/policereform/110125/pm/110125s01.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
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National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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