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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

English Defence League 
17. Gavin Shuker (Luton South) (Lab/Co-op): What recent assessment she has made 
of the extent of the activities of the English Defence League. [35107] 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mrs Theresa May): The 
Government work with a range of partners to assess the activities of the English 
Defence League and its impact on communities, in order to inform Government 
policy on tackling extremism, promoting integration and managing public order 
challenges. 

Gavin Shuker: On Saturday 5 February, the English Defence League will rally in Luton, 
leading to the biggest police operations in Bedfordshire's history. Although there are 
undoubted concerns about short-term public order offences, does the Home Secretary 
share my concern and that of many of my constituents about the long-term effects on 
community cohesion resulting from this extremist group? 

Mrs May: I do indeed share concerns about the EDL, its actions and its impact on 
communities when it marches. As I understand it, Bedfordshire police are looking 
very carefully at the policing arrangements for the march in Luton. We should all 
be aware of the damage that the EDL's divisive message can do to communities. 

Paul Uppal (Wolverhampton South West) (Con): Can the Home Secretary do anything 
to address the issue of the internet, which is having the effect of radicalising young 
people on both sides of the political spectrum? 

Mrs May: My hon. Friend has raised an extremely important issue, to which we 
need to pay close attention. It is much harder these days-precisely because of the 
internet-to ensure that young people do not find themselves exposed to these 
radicalising messages, and we have sadly seen some individuals radicalised by 
access to it. This is a matter that the Government take very seriously; we are 
talking with partners about it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110124/debtext/11012
4-0001.htm#1101248000029  
 

Demonstrations: English Defence League 
Kelvin Hopkins: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
representations she has received requesting consideration of banning the proposed 
English Defence League march in Luton on 5 February 2011; and if she will make a 
statement. [35580] 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110124/debtext/110124-0001.htm#1101248000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110124/debtext/110124-0001.htm#1101248000029
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James Brokenshire: The Secretary of State for the Home Department has 
received representations from councillors on Luton borough council and members 
of the public requesting consideration of a ban on the proposed march by the 
English Defence League (EDL) in Luton on 5 February. The Home Secretary has 
however received no formal application to ban the march. 
Any application to ban a march would be considered against the legal tests in the 
Public Order Act 1986. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110124/text/110124w0
002.htm#11012427000015  
 

Religious Education 
Stephen Pound: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what his policy is on 
religious education as an element of the national curriculum. [33018] 

Mr Gibb: Religious education RE is a statutory part of the basic curriculum of 
maintained schools in England, but not a part of the National Curriculum. This 
means that there are no statutory national programmes of study, attainment 
targets or assessment arrangements. However, the locally agreed syllabus, which 
is designed by Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education SACRE and 
adopted by the local authority, is statutory, and that means that local authorities 
must provide such a syllabus and that maintained schools must follow it. Schools 
with a religious character can either follow the locally agreed syllabus, or use a 
syllabus which has been agreed by their governing body. It is the responsibility of 
the head teacher, governors and local authorities (LAs) to make the necessary 
provisions for RE in all maintained schools. 

Stephen Pound: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what representations he 
has received from faith groups on the place of religious education in an English 
Baccalaureate. [33019] 

Mr Gibb: To date we have had 35 representations from faith groups on the place 
of religious education in the English Baccalaureate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110124/text/110124w0
002.htm#11012419000022  
 

Academies: Religion 
Stephen Timms: To ask the Secretary of State for Education for what reasons his 
Department did not include an obligation to provide religious instruction in its legislative 
proposals for the Academies Bill 2010; and if he will make a statement. [32604] 

Mr Gibb: The Academies Act 2010 provides minimal prescription in legislation in 
order to provide autonomy and freedom to schools who gain academy status. All 
academies are however required by their funding agreements to make provision 
for the teaching of religious education. It is an academy's funding agreement that 
has, since the inception of the programme, been used as a mechanism to uphold 
the core principles that an academy must agree to follow and there are no plans to 
change this. 
The Department for Education has also worked closely with both the Church of 
England and the Catholic Education Service to ensure that those faith voluntary-
controlled or voluntary-aided schools who wish to convert have their religious 
position protected. The faith model documentation therefore protects on 
conversion the position around religious education and instruction in these 
schools. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110124/text/110124w0
001.htm#11012419000013  
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Holocaust 

Downing Street 

PM signs Holocaust Book of Commitment 
C In the run-up to Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January, the Book of Commitment is 
signed by hundreds of MPs every year as a pledge to fight prejudice and hatred. On 
signing the Book of Commitment, the Prime Minister wrote: “Thank you for your work in 
reminding us and generations to come of an event in the history of mankind that we must 
never forget. For some the passing of years and the fact there are now fewer survivors 
left means this is less significant – it is in fact more important than ever that we recall 
what happened and the terrible consequences. As well as recalling the dreadful suffering 
and murder in the ghettos and camps we must also remember the genocide and hatred 
in our world today. From learning our history we must pledge that it should not be 
repeated.” 
During the reception at Number 10, David Cameron met an Auschwitz concentration 
camp survivor. Trude Levi, 86, visited the Prime Minister in Downing Street as part of a 
delegation from the Holocaust Educational Trust. C [She] said: “I have always felt it was 
so important to relate what happened to me in the Holocaust in the hope it will make 
future generations think about the consequences of prejudice and discrimination and help 
prevent it happening again. C 
Lord Janner, Chairman of the Holocaust Educational Trust, commented: “The Prime 
Minister’s pledge sends a clear message about the vital importance of remembering the 
atrocities that took place during the Holocaust and we are grateful for his continued 
support for this very important cause.” 
The Holocaust Educational Trust works with schools, colleges and communities across 
the UK to educate about the Holocaust and its contemporary relevance. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2011/01/pm-signs-holocaust-book-of-
commitment-59094  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK Envoy for post-Holocaust issues launches “The Holocaust Explained” website  
Sir Andrew Burns launched the ground-breaking multimedia website, which has been 
developed specifically for young people with no prior knowledge of the Holocaust.  
C The Holocaust Explained website has been developed by the London Jewish Cultural 
Centre (LJCC) as the UK’s first Holocaust resource website for children. It includes 
testimony videos documenting the stories of survivors for posterity, historical background 
information, insight into the Jewish faith, a timeline of events and a teachers’ support 
section. It has also been adopted by the National Schools Network, which is the UK 
collaborative network for education. Its aim is to provide schools with a safe, secure and 
reliable learning environment and direct access to a growing range of online services and 
content. C 
Foreign Office Minister for Middle East and North Africa Alistair Burt also attended the 
event. He said: "The horror of the Holocaust must never be forgotten. In Israel last week I 
met inspiring survivors, who told me their stories. I deeply appreciate the hard work of the 
London Jewish Cultural Centre in producing the “Holocaust Explained” website. The 
website fills a gap in Holocaust education by providing a resource that is designed 
exclusively for children. It is vital for children to have resources such as this to help 
ensure that the terrible events of the Holocaust are never repeated." C 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=539547682  
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2011/01/pm-signs-holocaust-book-of-commitment-59094
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2011/01/pm-signs-holocaust-book-of-commitment-59094
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=539547682
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Website: The Holocaust Explained 
http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Trade 
Lord Clinton-Davis: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent assessment has 
been made of the value of trade with Israel to the United Kingdom economy. [HL5971] 

Lord Green of Hurstpierpoint: In 2009, bilateral trade in goods and services 
between the UK and Israel exceeded £3 billion. Exports to Israel between January 
and October 2010 are valued at £1.1 billion, a 19 per cent rise compared to the 
same period last year. Imports from Israel between January and October 2010 
valued £1.3 billion, a 51 per cent rise compared to the same period last year. Full 
figures for trade in goods and services for the year 2010 are not yet available. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124w0001.htm#110
12420000747  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the demolition in Dkaika village in the West Bank on 12 January of 16 homes, a school 
classroom and other structures and the consequent homelessness; and what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding the increased 
number of displaced people from Area C in 2010 compared to the previous year. 
[HL5935] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of the demolitions that took place in the village of 
Dkaika on 12 January 2011 and are concerned at what appears to be a sharp 
increase in the level of demolitions and evictions in East Jerusalem and Area C 
throughout 2010. 
According to UN figures, over 430 Palestinian structures were demolished 
throughout the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, in 2010. These 
demolitions rendered almost 600 people homeless. Israel argues that these 
buildings have been constructed without the required Israeli permits. We do not 
recognise that Israel has any right to impose such Israeli Law on East Jerusalem. 
We continue to monitor the situation closely and will continue to raise the matter 
with the Israeli Government as necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124w0001.htm#110
12420000746 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

http://www.theholocaustexplained.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124w0001.htm#11012420000747
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124w0001.htm#11012420000747
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124w0001.htm#11012420000746
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124w0001.htm#11012420000746
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
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Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Written evidence received 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmcomloc/writev/localism/contents
.htm  
 

Welsh Assembly, Legislative Consent Memorandum 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-guide-docs-pub/bus-business-documents/bus-
business-documents-doc-laid/gen-ld8369-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD8369%20-
%20Legislative%20Consent%20Memorandum%3A%20Localism%20Bill  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124-
0001.htm#1101246000420 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124-
0003.htm#1101255000082  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-xii.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Public Bill Committee amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162501m.123-
129.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmcomloc/writev/localism/contents.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmcomloc/writev/localism/contents.htm
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-guide-docs-pub/bus-business-documents/bus-business-documents-doc-laid/gen-ld8369-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD8369%20-%20Legislative%20Consent%20Memorandum%253A%20Localism%20Bill
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-guide-docs-pub/bus-business-documents/bus-business-documents-doc-laid/gen-ld8369-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD8369%20-%20Legislative%20Consent%20Memorandum%253A%20Localism%20Bill
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-guide-docs-pub/bus-business-documents/bus-business-documents-doc-laid/gen-ld8369-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD8369%20-%20Legislative%20Consent%20Memorandum%253A%20Localism%20Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124-0001.htm#1101246000420
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124-0001.htm#1101246000420
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124-0003.htm#1101255000082
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110124-0003.htm#1101255000082
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-xii.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162501m.123-129.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1162501m.123-129.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/
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Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
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http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	
	Demonstrations: English Defence League
	Religious Education
	Academies: Religion


	Holocaust
	PM signs Holocaust Book of Commitment

	UK Envoy for post-Holocaust issues launches “The Holocaust Explained” website
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	Consultations           ** new or updated

