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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arrest Warrants (Private Prosecutions) 
5. Mr Andrew Love (Edmonton) (Lab/Co-op): What estimate he has made of the likely 
funding required by the Crown Prosecution Service to implement proposals to restrict 
arrest warrants in private prosecutions. [33911] 

The Attorney-General (Mr Dominic Grieve): The Crown Prosecution Service 
continues to assess the costs of implementing the proposals to restrict arrest 
warrants in private prosecutions. The service currently expects any additional 
costs to be absorbed in current resources. I should point out that such private 
prosecutions relate solely to cases involving international jurisdiction. 

Mr Love: What guidelines are likely to be set in relation to the time that the Director of 
Public Prosecutions is given in which to respond to private arrest warrant applications, 
and will those guidelines take into account late notification of arrivals? 

The Attorney-General: By its very nature, the system that is likely to operate 
when such references are made to the DPP will involve extremely short time 
frames. The point has been well made in the House that it is much better to go to 
the police and make a complaint, because the police can arrest, interview, search 
and conduct forensic examinations. If an application is made through a private 
prosecution or through the DPP, all that is possible is for a person to be taken 
immediately to court. I have no doubt that the DPP will ensure that he can operate 
within a time frame that reflects the urgency of the matter concerned. 

Sir Alan Beith (Berwick-upon-Tweed) (LD): I welcome the fact that Ministers are 
dealing with the matter, and that they are doing so by using the DPP rather than the 
Attorney-General as the person to whom reference can be made. Will this be covered in 
any way by the superintendence responsibilities of the Attorney-General, or will it be 
clear that the DPP has an independent role in the matter? 

The Attorney-General: The decision will be that of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. As in all matters, if the DPP wishes to consult the law officers in 
relation to their superintendence, it will be open to him to do so. 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington North) (Lab): Does the Attorney-General not agree that the 
reputation of the country would be better served if the current system whereby private 
individuals can seek prosecutions in the courts, or seek arrest warrants in the courts for 
crimes against humanity or war crimes, were preserved rather than taken away and 
handed over to public officials? 

The Attorney-General: I think that the reputation of the country will be best 
preserved through proper and targeted work by the police and prosecutors to 
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bring to justice those who have a case to answer. The reputation of the country 
will not be served if the use of private prosecutions is seen merely as a tool of 
harassment, and there is no proper outcome from an arrest. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110118/debtext/11011
8-0001.htm#11011866000040  
  

Animals: Slaughter 
Lord Moonie: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many abattoirs are licensed to 
carry out animal slaughter without stunning the animal first.[HL5579] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Lord Henley): There are currently 346 approved 
slaughterhouses operating in Great Britain. There is no separate approval of 
slaughterhouses carrying out animal slaughter without prior stunning. However, 
where bovine animals are slaughtered by a religious method the restraining pen 
used must be approved by the Minister as required under Schedule 12 of the 
Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995 (as amended). Eight 
restraining pens have been approved in England and Wales and are currently 
operational. 

Lord Moonie: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made 
to the European Commission and the Agriculture Council about changing the regulations 
in respect of animal slaughtering without stunning the animal first. [HL5580] 

Lord Henley: We have made no recent representations to the European 
Commission or the Agriculture Council about changing regulations in respect of 
animal slaughtering without prior stunning. 
We were involved in discussions on the new EU Regulation (Number 1099/2009) 
on the protection of animals at the time of killing which was agreed on 24 
September 2009 and comes into effect on 1 January 2013. This regulation permits 
the use of additional national rules to improve welfare protection in relation to the 
slaughter of animals without prior stunning. Detailed consideration of this issue will 
take place over the next year as we decide how to implement the new regulation. 
We will consult widely on our approach before final decisions are taken. 

Lord Moonie: To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they have made of the 
number of domesticated animals and birds slaughtered in 2010 without being stunned 
first.[HL5581] 

Lord Henley: The most recent data on the slaughter of animals without prior 
stunning was published in March 2004 by the Meat Hygiene Service in its Animal 
Welfare Review. The data was collected through a survey of meat plants between 
1 and 7 September 2003. The table below shows the number of animals killed 
over that period without prior stunning for the production of Kosher and Halal 
meat: 

Species Not Stunned 
Cattle 365 
Calves 8 
Young lambs 6,845 
Other sheep 11,454 
Goats 62 
Broilers 167,745 
Hens 15,900 
Turkeys 749 
Ducks 610 

 

More recent data collected by the EU Dialrel project (see 
http://www.dialrel.eu/images/factsheet-assesment-practices.pdf) shows that, of 
the UK abattoirs surveyed, 100 per cent of the animals and birds slaughtered for 
the production of Kosher meat were slaughtered without prior stunning. For Halal 
meat, 25 per cent of cattle and 7 per cent of sheep were slaughtered without prior 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110118/debtext/110118-0001.htm#11011866000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110118/debtext/110118-0001.htm#11011866000040
http://www.dialrel.eu/images/factsheet-assesment-practices.pdf
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stunning. The Dialrel data also indicates that no poultry were slaughtered for Halal 
production without stunning. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110118w0001.htm#110
11869000122  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: Embassies 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent consideration he has given to upgrading the status of the Palestinian delegation in 
London to that of a full diplomatic mission; and if he will make a statement. [34206] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of the steps that some other EU states have taken to 
upgrade the status of the Palestinian Delegations in their capitals. The 
Palestinians have made the same request to the UK, which we are considering in 
accordance with our long standing support for Palestinian state building. 
The Diplomatic Privileges Act 1964 and the Diplomatic and Consular Premises Act 
1987 confer diplomatic privileges and immunities in the UK on accredited 
diplomats, their families etc. of other states. 
As the UK does not recognise Palestine as a state, the Palestinian Authority in the 
UK is not entitled to the privileges and immunities provided for in the United 
Kingdom Diplomatic Privileges Act 1964 and the Diplomatic and Consular 
Premises Act 1987. These Acts implement the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations 1964 in UK law, a convention that regulates the diplomatic conduct 
between states. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110118/text/110118w0
002.htm#11011884000014  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110118/debtext/110118-
0001.htm#11011866000002 
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/119/pro1191801p.363-368.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Commons 
 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110118/debtext/110118-
0003.htm#column_793  
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Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110118-
0001.htm#11011918000345  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-x.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161801a.1
5-21.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/  
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