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Home Affairs
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Guidance to protect community groups from surface water drainage charges
(England only)
Defra launched a consultation today on new guidance to water companies on
concessionary surface water drainage charges. As a result of the switch by some water
companies from the rateable value to a site area method of calculating surface water
drainage charges some community groups experienced unaffordable water charges. As
part of the Flood and Water Management Act this new guidance will protect such
community groups.
Environment Minister Richard Benyon said: ‘We want to make sure that community and
voluntary groups do not face unaffordable water bills. In some cases this part of the bill
had become so high that it was threatening the future of many scouts, sports and church
groups. Now such bills will be fair and affordable.’
The draft guidance will be seeking views on:
• Identifying the need for companies to implement concessionary schemes;
• Which community groups should benefit from any such schemes;
• Setting an affordable charge; and
• The impact on other customers.
To read the full press release see
http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/2010/07/12/surface-water/
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UK Parliament
** Academies Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/academieshl.html
Notice of amendments
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/013/amend/am013-b.htm
Daylight Saving Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html

1

Face Coverings (Regulation) Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/facecoveringsregulation.html
Identity Documents Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/identitydocuments.html

Scottish Parliament
End of Life Assistance Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/38-EndLifeAssist/index.htm
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** closes tomorrow
Equality Act: obtaining information in potential discrimination and equality of
term cases (closes 13 July 2010)
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/new_streamlined_procedure_for.aspx
** closes in 3 days
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001 (closes 15 July 2010)
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2010-pathogens-toxins/consultationpaper2835.pdf?view=Binary
** closes in 4 days
Welsh Assembly Review of Standing Orders (closes 16 July 2010)
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-othercommittees/bus-committees-third-bc-home/bus-committees-third-bccomm/bc3_inq_so.htm
Data protection legislative framework (closes 6 October 2010)
http://www.justice.gov.uk/dpa-call-evidence-02-07-2010.pdf
** Guidance on Concessionary Schemes for Surface Water Drainage Charges
Applies in England only (closes 22 October 2010)
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/surface-charges/index.htm
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