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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps (a) she 
has taken since her appointment and (b) plans to take in the next six months to protect 
the Jewish community from anti-Semitic attacks; and if she will make a statement. [195] 

James Brokenshire: The Government abhor all forms of hate crime. I look 
forward to meeting with representatives of all faith groups, including 
representatives of the Jewish community such as the Community Security Trust, 
in order that we can begin a dialogue on the issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0
002.htm#10060216000003  
 

Council Tax: Religious Buildings 
Michael Fallon: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
how many private houses are classified as exempt from council tax as houses of prayer. 
[157] 

Robert Neill: There is no exemption from council tax for private dwellings used for 
prayer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0
007.htm#10060230000005  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Statement and Debate 

Gaza Flotilla 
col 437  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): … In the early hours of 31 May, the Israeli defence forces intercepted six of the 
eight boats sailing in the "Free Gaza" flotilla. The incident led to injury and deaths of a 
number of passengers, mainly on one of the vessels. … The six intercepted vessels were 
brought to shore in the Israeli port of Ashdod. Two of the boats have been delayed by 
mechanical difficulties and remain at sea. We believe that they are en route to Gaza. 
… it now appears that a total of 37 British nationals were involved in Sunday's events. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0002.htm#10060216000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0002.htm#10060216000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0007.htm#10060230000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0007.htm#10060230000005
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That is different from the number given by the Prime Minister a short time ago, which was 
based on what the Israeli ambassador had said previously. … We have so far received 
access to 28 of those individuals, one of whom was deported yesterday. … 
There is real, understandable and justified anger at the events that have unfolded. The 
Government's position is as follows. Our clear advice to British nationals is not to travel to 
Gaza. However, we have made clear in public and to the Israeli Government that we 
deeply deplore the loss of life, and look to Israel to do everything possible to avoid a 
repeat of this unacceptable situation. The United Nations Security Council and the 
European Union have rightly condemned the violence that resulted in the loss of these 
lives. We continue to demand urgent information and access to all United Kingdom 
nationals involved. Their welfare is our top priority at this time, along with support for the 
families, who are understandably very worried. We are seriously concerned about the 
seizure of British nationals in international waters, and that aspect of the Israeli operation 
must form a key part of the investigation into the events. … 
Israel has told us that it wants to move as quickly as possible to deport people from the 
flotilla who are currently held in Israel. If they agree, they will be deported very quickly. 
Those who remain unwilling to leave will be allowed to stay for 72 hours in detention, 
which is the time limit allowed for them to appeal against deportation. Our understanding 
is that they will be deported after that. … We understand that the individuals who were 
allegedly involved in violence against Israeli servicemen during the boarding will have 
their cases examined in line with Israeli legal advice. We do not currently believe that 
there are any British nationals in that last category, … 
The United Kingdom has played its full part in the European Union and the United 
Nations in agreeing on the need for a full, credible, impartial and independent 
investigation into these events. Our goal is a process that ensures full accountability for 
the events that occurred and commands the confidence of the international community, 
including international participation. Further discussions are taking place in other 
international forums, including NATO and the United Nations Human Rights Council. We 
will take the same principled stand in all our diplomatic efforts, and will stress to the 
Israeli Government the need for them to act with restraint and in line with their 
international obligations, given that their actions appear to have gone beyond what was 
warranted or proportionate. … 
The events aboard the flotilla were very serious and have captured the world's attention, 
but they should not be viewed in isolation. They arise from the unacceptable and 
unsustainable situation in Gaza, … 
… It is essential that there be unfettered access not only to meet the humanitarian needs 
of the people of Gaza, but to enable the reconstruction of homes and livelihoods and 
permit trade to take place. The Palestinian economy, whether in Gaza or on the west 
bank, is an essential part of a viable Palestinian state which I hope will one day live 
alongside Israel in peace and security. 
As the once productive private sector has been decimated and ordinary Gazans have 
lost their jobs and their incomes, it is tunnel entrepreneurs and their Hamas backers who 
benefit. Hamas now has near total control of the economy. Other groups, even more 
radical and violent, are finding a place amid the misery and frustration felt by a 
generation of young people. In this context, current Israeli restrictions are counter-
productive to Israel's long-term security. … 
The House should not forget the role played by Hamas in this conflict. It continues to 
pursue an ideology of violence and directly to undermine prospects for peace in the 
region. Violence has continued in recent days, with rocket fire from militants in Gaza and 
Israeli military incursions and air strikes in response. We call on Hamas to take 
immediate and concrete steps towards the Quartet principles, unconditionally to release 
Gilad Shalit, who has been held in captivity for four years, and to end its interference with 
the operations of non-governmental organisations and UN agencies in Gaza. … 
 

debate includes: 
 

col 339  David Miliband (South Shields) (Lab): … The attack by the Israeli defence 
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forces is the latest in a series of self-defeating and deadly moves by successive Israeli 
Governments in Gaza. We on the Opposition Benches join the international 
condemnation of an operation that was not self-defence but defence of a failed policy. 
Israel does have rights to security against terrorism, but we are talking here about a 
policy that has done nothing to defeat terrorism. Until the people of Gaza can be 
confident of an education for their children in schools not crumbling around them, of 
being able to feed and clothe their families adequately, and of being able to live without a 
prescribed list of what they can and cannot use in their kitchens, there is no way that the 
call of negotiation and peace will be heard. … The latest episode cost innocent lives, 
undermines Palestinians and Arabs who believe in co-existence and the peaceful path to 
statehood, and further isolates Israel in the international community. The only people 
smiling are the rejectionists. … This is a political crisis, not just a humanitarian one. 
Rocket attacks will be defeated only by a substantive political process towards a 
Palestinian state. … 
col 441  Mr Hague: ... I am disappointed and very dissatisfied with the Israeli response, 
as it has gone on over recent hours, on consular access. The reason why I do not 
condemn the Israelis unequivocally is because there is a complicating factor: many 
people on board the ships did not have their passports or had destroyed all their papers, 
so it is not necessarily immediately obvious to which nationality they belong. …  
It is my view and, from the discussions that I had last night, the view of the United States 
that the investigation should as a minimum have an international presence. It is possible 
for Israel to establish such an investigation and inquiry. … commissions or inquiries have 
on occasion been established in Israel that have delivered stinging criticism of the Israeli 
Government and armed forces, although on other occasions such inquiries have not 
done so when we might have thought it was merited. … 
col 442  Sir Menzies Campbell (North East Fife) (LD): It is easy to be condemnatory of 
Israel and to argue for the raising of the blockade, but we must ask ourselves whether 
these things, taken by themselves, will bring about the solution that we all seek. Drawing 
on our colonial experience and recent experience in Northern Ireland, is it not clear that 
sooner or later, however controversial it may be, Hamas will have to be brought into the 
circle of discussions? 
Mr Hague: … Hamas must forswear violence, accept previous agreements and 
recognise the state of Israel. … Hamas [must] make concrete movement towards those 
principles in order for the rest of the international community to engage with it … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/10060
2-0004.htm#1006029000002  
 

col 443  Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): … Israelis committed a war 
crime of piracy in international waters, kidnapping and murder-and all in pursuit of 
upholding an illegal blockade on Gaza that amounts to collective punishment …  
 

col 444  Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): … Does [the Foreign 
Secretary] accept that Israel has legitimate security needs against the enemy that is 
determined to destroy it? 
 

Mr Hague: Of course Israel has legitimate security needs. That is why I stressed in my 
statement the role and responsibility of Hamas and the need for it and anyone else in 
Gaza to end rocket attacks on Israel. … We need to find a way in which Israel can be 
assured that the smuggling of arms into Gaza does not take place while the flow of 
humanitarian aid and general economic trade can take place. … 
 

col 445  Sammy Wilson (East Antrim) (DUP): … in the absence of a blockade of 
shipping into Gaza, how does [the Foreign Secretary] believe that the people of Israel 
can be protected from the unprovoked assaults by rockets and other armaments that are 
being imported into Gaza by the supporters of Hamas terrorists? … 
 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington North) (Lab): In the past 18 months, Israel has killed 1,400 
people during Operation Cast Lead. It has also carried out an assassination in Dubai 
using false passports, and now it has killed people on the high seas. On each occasion, 
there has been ritual condemnation, as there is today. I support that condemnation, but is 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0004.htm#1006029000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0004.htm#1006029000002
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it not time for us to take sanctions against Israel, such as lifting the EU-Israel trade 
agreement? Israel must understand that it cannot act illegally with impunity, and that it 
cannot kill people on the high seas in the way that it has just done. 
 

Mr Hague: Israel will be listening to the condemnation in this House … There is no doubt 
about that, but I do not think that the right policy is to impose sanctions. I think that the 
right policy is to urge on Israel the course of action that I have set out today. The 
restrictions and the blockade of Gaza should be lifted, and a truly credible and 
independent investigation should be set up. … 
 

col 446  Mr David Winnick (Walsall North) (Lab): Is it at all possible that the Israelis are 
aware of the worldwide revulsion at what has happened this week? The killings on the 
high seas had no justification whatsoever … Is it not clear that Israel seems to show no 
concern at all for international opinion, and that it is out of control? … 
 

Mr Hague: I would not necessarily reach the conclusion that there is no awareness or 
concern about international opinion in Israel. In fact, there has been a good deal of 
criticism of the Israeli Government in the Israeli media over the past couple of days. 
Remember that Israel is a democracy. There is free expression of opinion. Sometimes 
that is bitterly critical of their own Ministers, and sometimes of their own armed forces. … 
 

col 448  Ann Clwyd (Cynon Valley) (Lab): … we have pussy-footed around Israel for 
long enough. The only language that it understands is not the language of diplomacy but 
the language of the hobnail boot, by which I mean sanctions, telling it to stop building any 
more settlements, and insisting that it has talks with people-both sides … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/10060
2-0005.htm  
 

col 449  Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): Is it not clear that Israel 
believes that it has done absolutely nothing wrong when it sends armed commandos to 
attack in international waters ships carrying humanitarian supplies to a tiny strip of land 
where more than 60% of the population are food-insecure? Could that not be because, 
for many years now, Israel has put itself above international law, without consequence 
from the international community?...  
 

Dr Andrew Murrison (South West Wiltshire) (Con): Does my right hon. Friend agree 
that it is a little rich for the Israeli Government to justify their behaviour on the ground that 
they are denying matériel to a terrorist organisation when they have in the recent past 
shown themselves perfectly willing to import proscribed munitions for use against civilian 
targets? 
 

Mr Hague: Again, my hon. Friend adds to a strength of feeling and to points made that 
will be widely noticed and, I hope, taken note of in Israel itself. 
 

col 454  Mr Denis MacShane (Rotherham) (Lab): …  is the Foreign Secretary aware 
that the Hamas charter states: "There is no solution to the Palestinian problem except by 
Jihad. The initiatives, proposals and International Conferences are but a waste of time, 
an exercise in futility", that "our struggle against the Jews is extremely wide-ranging" and 
that "Israel...will remain erect until Islam eliminates it"? Such anti-Semitic, anti-Jewish 
language is the official doctrine and policy of Hamas. I share in all the points that the 
Foreign Secretary made and wish him well, but Hamas is part of the problem, not yet part 
of the solution. 
 

Mr Hague:…I made that point in my statement in a slightly different way, by referring to 
the ideological motives of Hamas and reminding the House that there is a Hamas 
dimension to the whole problem. It has refused to forswear violence, recognise previous 
agreements and recognise Israel's right to exist, and until it starts making some concrete 
movement towards those things, it will be very difficult for the international community to 
discuss the future with it. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/10060
2-0006.htm  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0005.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0005.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0006.htm
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House of Lords Statement and Short Debate 

Gaza Flotilla 
 

Commons statement read by Lord Howell of Guildford 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/100602-
0002.htm#1006023000302  
 

debate includes: 
 

col 261  Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: … All violations of international law should be 
dealt with thoroughly and speedily. It remains the case that laying siege to a whole 
population is untenable, callous and tragic, and that should be addressed by Israel and 
the international community. Storming a ship carrying aid is proof, if proof is needed, of 
the need to end the blockade. All efforts now must focus on building that peace and 
security which that troubled region so needs. 
 

col 262  Lord Howell of Guildford: … Of course we must respect Israel's complete right 
to look after its own security and to do what it can to ensure that bombs and dangerous 
weapons are not also being filtered into Gaza that are then used against Israel-that is a 
perfectly natural and understandable stance-but that has to be consistent with allowing 
all other supplies, including humanitarian supplies, to get into Gaza and lift the blockade 
on all the normal accoutrements of daily life that the Gazan people so desperately need, 
including all conceivable medical supplies and food. We think that that is a wrong stance 
by Israel, and we urge the Israelis to change it and to abide by Resolution 1860. … we 
do not think that the attempt to bust the blockade by sailing towards Gaza with ships 
loaded in various ways is the right answer. The answer is to lift the blockade, for the 
Israelis to check, justifiably, that armaments are not going to be pushed into Gaza and for 
matters to be handled in a much more civilised way than they have been in the past 
week. So we think that sailing into Gaza is not the best way to try to bust the blockade, 
but at the same time we believe that if the Israelis interfere further with shipping, as they 
may well do, they should go about it in ways that are more proportionate and less 
obviously heavy-handed than the miserable affair in which they have become involved in 
the past few days. 
 

col 263  Lord Wright of Richmond: … If, as we must all hope, there is now a realistic 
chance of lifting Israel's inhuman and unacceptable blockade of Gaza, I hope that the 
Minister will be able to reassure those of us who have long argued for contacts with the 
elected authorities in Gaza that the coalition is now prepared to open talks with those 
authorities, if only to be able to help facilitate the introduction of necessary and vital 
supplies to alleviate the suffering and unemployment of the people of Gaza. Of course 
we should not ignore the role of Hamas in launching attacks against Israel but does the 
Minister agree that, in almost every case, offers of a ceasefire from Hamas have been 
broken on the Israeli side? … 
 

Lord Howell of Guildford: … the Government do not believe that we should talk to 
Hamas until it is prepared to take concrete steps some degree in the direction of the 
quartet's proposals. So far, it has shown that it is not prepared to take those concrete 
steps. …  
col 264 …given that the United Nations and the international community have said what 
they have, Israel must be getting very near illegality in maintaining such a vicious 
blockade … the trouble is that many issues and questions are flying round. For example, 
were these ships sabotaged? … Why were there 400 or 500 so-called activists on a ship 
if it was meant to be carrying humanitarian materials? Perhaps it would have been better 
to carry those materials than so many bodies. … 
 

col 267  Lord Elystan-Morgan: …  is it not the case that both sovereign states of Israel 
and Egypt are, as a matter of general precept, within the bounds of international law in 
seeking to prevent the supply to Hamas of material of a military, or potential military, 
nature? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/100602-0003.htm 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/100602-0002.htm#1006023000302
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/100602-0002.htm#1006023000302
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/100602-0003.htm
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col 268  Lord Phillips of Sudbury: … listen to … the quarter or third of the population of 
Israel who view Israel's strategy and policy, in particular the colonisation of the West 
Bank, as being totally self-defeating for its long-term security, totally abhorrent in terms of 
human rights and totally against international law. … Some debates that one listens to in 
this Chamber-I mean no disrespect to any noble Lord-seem to be based on a 
misunderstanding of the abjectness of the condition of not only the Gazans but also the 
people in the West Bank and of the ritual, systemic humiliation and violence to which 
they are subject. It is all very well talking about a few home-made rockets-and I do not 
defend them-but there is an occupying army in the West Bank and there was a 
pulverisation of Gaza a year ago, in which 1,400 people were killed as against 13. I urge 
the Government to get real about these issues and not to pretend that there is parity 
between one side and the other. 
 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I think that my noble friend's views are very widely shared. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/100602-0004.htm  

 
 
Prime Minister’s Questions 

col 427  Ms Harriet Harman: … May I ask the Prime Minister about the Israeli 
interception of the Gaza flotilla? I am sure that he agrees that there has been a tragic 
loss of life, which has angered the Palestinians and dismayed friends of Israel, too. Can 
he tell the House what is the current position of the British nationals who have been 
detained by the Israelis? Will he tell us how the Government can contribute to 
international efforts to make the Israelis recognise that the blockade of Gaza is 
prolonging the suffering of the Palestinians and making peace in the middle east even 
harder to achieve? … 
 

The Prime Minister: … What has happened is completely unacceptable; we should be 
clear about that. … 42 British nationals are caught up in this. …  I would say … that 
friends of Israel-and I count myself a friend of Israel-should be saying to the Israelis that 
the blockade actually strengthens Hamas's grip on the economy and on Gaza, and it is in 
their own interests to lift it and to allow these vital supplies to get through. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/10060
2-0002.htm#1006029000009  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: UN Resolutions 
Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make it his policy to bring pressure on Israel to comply with all relevant UN 
resolutions. [255] 

Alistair Burt: The situation in the Middle East is discussed by the UN Security 
Council on a monthly basis. The UK will continue to urge Israel to ensure full 
implementation of all relevant UN resolutions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0
003.htm#10060220000006  
 

Middle East 
Mr Iain Wright: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
when he plans to visit the Middle East; and if he will make a statement. [92] 

Alistair Burt: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary and I both look forward 
to visiting the region in due course. We are not able to provide further details for 
security reasons. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0
003.htm#10060220000007  

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/100602-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0002.htm#1006029000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/debtext/100602-0002.htm#1006029000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0003.htm#10060220000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0003.htm#10060220000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0003.htm#10060220000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm100602/text/100602w0003.htm#10060220000007
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UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Bob Russell (124) European Union relations with Israel - That this House considers 
that the continued flouting by Israel of United Nations resolutions, and its continued 
inhumane actions against the Palestinian people, are so serious that it is inappropriate 
for the European Union to continue to have special economic, trading and other relations 
with Israel; and therefore requests the Government to call on the European Union to 
terminate the favourable arrangements it has with Israel. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=41040&SESSION=905  
 
Bob Russell (125) European sporting and cultural relations with Israel - That this 
House considers that since Israel is not in Europe then it is not appropriate that it 
competes in European sporting and cultural events; and therefore requests the 
Government to encourage organisers of events for European countries to exclude Israel. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=41041&SESSION=905  
 
Richard Burden (127) Israel and Gaza flotilla - That this House is appalled by the loss 
of life associated with Israel's attack on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian aid to 
Gaza; notes that UK and other nationals have been held by Israel despite the attack 
having taken place in international waters; endorses the call of the United Nations 
Secretary General for a prompt, impartial, credible and transparent investigation 
conforming to international standards; recognises that Israel's blockade which has 
destroyed the economy of Gaza and deepened poverty still inflicts widespread suffering 
and, by imposing collective punishment on the people of Gaza, is itself contrary to 
international law; and calls on the international community to require Israel to end its 
blockade and to redouble international efforts to secure a lasting settlement with a secure 
and independent state of Palestine alongside a secure and independent Israel. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=41043&SESSION=905  
 

 
Department for International Development 

Against the odds, UK-funded Gazan businesses grow 
… the UK is proud to support the 3rd Palestine Investment Conference, which opened in 
Bethlehem this week (2-3 June 2010).  
Nearly 120 Palestinian businesses, some of which have already established export 
markets ranging from North America to Russia, China and the Gulf, exhibited at the 
conference. For the 900 potential investors, from over 30 countries, it will provide 
investment opportunities in small and medium enterprises (SMEs) from across the West 
Bank and Gaza.  
A joint UK Department for International Development and World Bank funded scheme, 
the Facility for New Market Development (FNMD) works to assist businesses grow 
across the Palestinian Territories. In Gaza, 40 businesses have been supported. 
Decimated by continuing restrictions on the import and export of goods and with close to 
40% unemployment, it is crucial that the Gazan economy is not forgotten. For FNMD-
supported businesses in Gaza, support is vital if they are to expand into new markets or 
develop new products. The UK is delighted to see nine Gazan companies exhibiting at 
the Bethlehem conference, all funded by FNMD. FNMD highlights: 

• 192 businesses supported, including 40 in Gaza 
• FNMD clients have entered 28 new markets across five continents 
• 322 new jobs have been created  
• 17 products are now being made in the Palestinian Territories for the first time 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2010/Against-the-odds-UK-funded-
Gazan-businesses-grow/ 

 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=41040&SESSION=905
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=41041&SESSION=905
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=41043&SESSION=905
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2010/Against-the-odds-UK-funded-Gazan-businesses-grow/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2010/Against-the-odds-UK-funded-Gazan-businesses-grow/
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-06442 Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish Labour): Attack by Israeli 
Commandos on the Humanitarian Flotilla in International Waters Heading for 
Gaza— That the Parliament condemns the attack by Israeli commandos on the flotilla of 
six ships in international waters heading for Gaza and is shocked at the action that 
resulted in the deaths of innocent civilians and injury to others involved taking 
humanitarian aid to Gaza; notes with deepest concern the reaction around the world with 
an emergency meeting of the Arab League, protests from the Greek Government and 
condemnation from the Turkish Government and 27 European countries that have called 
on Israel to explain its actions; believes that this has critical repercussions for the peace 
process and world security; further believes that the blockade on Gaza has prevented 
most  humanitarian aid reaching Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and that the ongoing 
siege is a key obstacle to peace in the region; believes that there must be an immediate 
and thorough investigation into this by the UN Security Council, and calls on the 
international community to wake up and take appropriate urgent action to hold Israel to 
account for its actions and save the peace process in the interest of world security and 
Palestinians and Israelis who want to live in lasting peace. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=19150 

 
 
Scottish Government 

First Minister writes to Israeli Ambassador 
… The violence and deaths aboard the Mavi Marmara are of clear international concern. 
The subsequent detention of a number of UK Nationals, including a number of people 
who reside in Scotland is also of clear concern. The Scottish Government would wish to 
add its voice to those throughout the wider international community in condemning the 
actions taken by the Israeli military. We also support the UN Security Council's call for an 
impartial inquiry and hope that your Government will support this.  There are clear 
humanitarian needs in the Gaza strip and the blockade only adds to these. The Scottish 
Government would urge Israel to lift the blockade and allow humanitarian aid in as a 
matter of urgency. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/02201835  

 
 
United Nations 

General Assembly President and Qatari leader discuss Gaza flotilla raid 
The Israeli military “attack” on the humanitarian flotilla headed for Gaza, which led to the 
deaths of 10 civilians, was among the issues discussed by General Assembly President 
Ali Treki during a meeting in Doha with the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
Thani. …Dr. Treki and the Emir condemned the attack, and called for the “immediate 
lifting of siege on Gaza, and the release of all detainees,” according to a statement 
issued by the spokesperson for the Assembly President. … 
In addition to meeting with the Qatari leader, Dr. Treki also delivered a keynote address 
at the 10th Doha Forum on Democracy, Development and Free Trade. … The Assembly 
President … reaffirmed that the international community has denounced the atrocities 
committed by the Nazi against the Jews as a genocide and crime against humanity; 
underscored that the international community also adopted collective measures against 
ethnic cleansing; and stressed that the world should address the collective punishment 
measures against Palestinians in the occupied territories.  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34897&Cr=palestin&Cr1= 

 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=19150
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/02201835
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34897&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

Scottish Parliament 

End of Life Assistance Bill    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/38-EndLifeAssist/index.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
ACPOS Draft Hate Crime Guidance Manual (closes 11 June 2010) 
http://www.scojec.org/consultations/current/10vi_acpos_draft_hate_crime_manual.doc  
 
Revised Guidance on Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education 
(England and Wales only)   (closes 15 June 2010) 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationI
d=1671&external=no&menu=1  
 
Continuing need for a controlled activity category in the Vetting and Barring 
Scheme (England and Wales only) (closes 17 June 2010) 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationI
d=1710&external=no&menu=1  
 
Reform of the coroner system (closes 1 July 2010) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/reform-coroner-system.htm  
 

 

Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001 (closes 15 July 2010) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2010-pathogens-toxins/consultation-
paper2835.pdf?view=Binary 
 
Welsh Assembly Review of Standing Orders (closes 16 July 2010) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-other-
committees/bus-committees-third-bc-home/bus-committees-third-bc-
comm/bc3_inq_so.htm 
 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/38-EndLifeAssist/index.htm
http://www.scojec.org/consultations/current/10vi_acpos_draft_hate_crime_manual.doc
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1671&external=no&menu=1
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1671&external=no&menu=1
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1710&external=no&menu=1
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1710&external=no&menu=1
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/reform-coroner-system.htm
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2010-pathogens-toxins/consultation-paper2835.pdf?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2010-pathogens-toxins/consultation-paper2835.pdf?view=Binary
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-other-committees/bus-committees-third-bc-home/bus-committees-third-bc-comm/bc3_inq_so.htm
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-other-committees/bus-committees-third-bc-home/bus-committees-third-bc-comm/bc3_inq_so.htm
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-other-committees/bus-committees-third-bc-home/bus-committees-third-bc-comm/bc3_inq_so.htm
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