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Home Affairs
UK Parliamentary Questions
Charities: Hizb ut-Tahrir
Margaret Moran: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office how many investigations
under the Charities Act 2006 the Charity Commission has conducted relating to breaches
of articles on the grounds of (a) political activity and (b) providing a platform to Hizb utTahrir and associated groups; and how many (i) mosques and (ii) other charitable
organisations have had their charitable status revoked following investigations of each
type. [318531]
Angela E. Smith: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the
Charity Commission. I have asked the Commission to reply.
Letter from Andrew Hind, dated 23 February 2010:
As the Chief Executive of the Charity Commission, I have been asked to respond
to your written Parliamentary Question (318531) on how many investigations
under the Charities Act the Charity Commission has conducted relating to
breaches of articles on the grounds of (a) political activity and (b) providing a
platform to Hizb ut-Tahrir and associated groups; and how many (i) mosques and
(ii) other charitable organisations have had their charitable status revoked
following investigations of each type.
Your question refers to 'investigations'. It may be helpful to provide some
background information on the way in which we carry out our investigatory
compliance work, which has changed significantly over recent years. Prior to our
strategic review in 2005, our practice was to carry out all investigations as formal
statutory inquiries under section 8 of the Charities Act 1993. We now carry out a
wider range of compliance work dealing with problems in charities. This includes
assessment cases, monitoring, non-statutory investigations that we call regulatory
compliance cases, as well as section 8 statutory inquiries. We now reserve
statutory inquiries only for the most serious cases of regulatory concern. Last year,
for example, we conducted 1,504 assessment cases and 211 monitoring cases,
and completed 167 regulatory compliance cases and 21 statutory inquiries.
The statistical information we hold for the purposes of our investigations is not
designed to identify the sort of data you are looking for. However, I have looked at
our statistics for both non-statutory investigations and statutory inquiries for the
last three complete financial years going back to 2006-07 and can provide the
following information.
In relation to (a), we have carried out 29 investigations regarding political activity
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since 2006-07, out a total of 736 investigations. These 29 investigations were to
examine allegations or concerns about inappropriate political activity and
campaigning by charities, or charities making political donations or giving support
to a political party. I should point out that revocation of charitable status is not a
legal remedy if a charity has broken political campaigning rules. Our role in these
cases is to make good the breach (for example, to ensure inappropriate payment
by a charity to a political party is repaid) and ensure steps are taken to prevent
recurrence.
As you may know, charities can campaign and undertake political activity but
cannot have political purposes. If we find that an organisation, although registered
as a charity, does in fact have a political purpose, it cannot be a charity in law. In
these cases, we would remove the organisation from the Register of Charities
because it was never in fact a charity. Our records show that we have removed
two charities from the Register on this basis: one in October 2001 and the other in
July 2004. Regarding part (i) of your question, I can confirm that neither of these
organisations were mosques.
In relation to (b), our statistical information does not allow us to readily identify on
a historical basis cases regarding allegations that a charity may have provided a
platform to Hizb ut-Tahrir. However, I can confirm that we have no current
statutory or non-statutory investigations into such concerns.
I hope this is a helpful response to your question.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100225/text/100225w0
009.htm#100225107000006
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Israel
UK Parliamentary Question
Dubai: Interpol
Mr. Galloway: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
whether the UK's Ambassador in Tel Aviv has had discussions with the British passport
holders named in the Interpol request following the murder of Mr Mahmoud al-Mabhouh
in Dubai on the circumstances in which their passport details may have been
compromised. [318760]
Chris Bryant: The UK is providing support to the British nationals who have been
affected by this fraudulent activity. Our officials at the British embassy in Tel Aviv
have contacted the affected British nationals, and stand ready to provide them
with the support that they need.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100225/text/100225w0
011.htm#100225107000024

European Parliament Debate
Implementation of Goldstone recommendations on Israel/Palestine
Transcription not all in English
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=//EP//TEXT+CRE+20100224+ITEM-017+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN

TOP

2

Relevant Legislation

** New or updated

UK Parliament
Children, Schools and Families Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html
** Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html
Notice of amendments
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/068/amend/pbc068250210a.
1069-1075.html
Crime and Security Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html
** Equality Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html
Notice of amendments
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldbills/035/amend/am035-e.htm
Flood and Water Management Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html

Scottish Parliament
End of Life Assistance Bill
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/38-EndLifeAssist/index.htm
Draft Census Order
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007907_en.pdf
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Other Relevant Information
Communities and Local Government
Attitudes, values and perceptions - Muslims and the general population in 2007-08
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1484586.pdf

TOP
Consultations

** new or updated

** closes in 2 days
Communities and Local Government: Creating a Single Equality Scheme for 2010 –
2013 (closes 28 February 2010)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/987402.pdf
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Ecclesiastical Exemption (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Order 2010
(closes 15 March 2010)
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/consultations/6605.aspx
2011 Census Statistical Outputs (England and Wales) (closes 26 March 2010)
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/consultations/open-consultations/2011output-consultation---main-statistical-outputs/index.html
Equality Bill: Draft Codes of Conduct (closes 2 April 2010)
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legislative-framework/equality-bill/equality-billcodes-of-practice-consultation/#1
Equality Bill: Draft Guidance (closes 16 April 2010)
http://ehrc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal
Death Certification, Burial, and Cremation (Scotland) (closes 21 April 2010)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/300112/0093686.pdf
Humanitarian Assistance Strategic Guidance (closes 14 May)
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/consultations/HA_strategic_guide_draft.pdf
2011 Census Statistical Outputs (Scotland) (closes 14 May 2010) http://www.groscotland.gov.uk/census/censushm2011/preparations/consultation-and-research/formalconsultations/spring-10-consultation.html
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