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Community Relations 
Communities and Local Government 

2007-08 Citizenship Survey: Race, Religion and Equalities Topic Report 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1417955.pdf  
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Israel 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-05434 Christine Grahame (South of Scotland) (Scottish National Party): Israel 
War Crime Court Action — That the Parliament notes the decision of an English court 
to issue an arrest warrant for the Israeli opposition leader, Tzipi Livni, who was foreign 
minister at the time of the three-week Israeli assault on Gaza, an attack in which, 
according to the United Nations, the Israeli Defence Force committed a number of war 
crimes, including the deliberate and systematic targeting of Palestinian civilians; supports 
any future arrest warrants being issued against the former Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud 
Olmert, and Ehud Barak, the defence minister, and considers that all states, including the 
United Kingdom, have a duty, under the principle of universal jurisdiction, when dealing 
with crimes against humanity to pursue war crime suspects and can bring them before 
English and Scottish courts regardless of whether the crime took place outside their 
normal legal jurisdiction; welcomes the precedent that this English court decision 
establishes despite reports that the British Government now plans to introduce new 
legislation to make Israeli Government ministers immune from such action, and urges 
relevant groups and organisations to bring similar court proceedings against other 
individual former US and UK Government ministers, such as George W Bush and Tony 
Blair, who are suspected of instigating wars in flagrant contravention of international legal 
mores. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17994 
 

 
United Nations 

Middle East peace efforts face race against time, UN envoy warns 
Efforts to forge a Middle East peace are “in a race against time” with both sides needing 
to do more, Israel by fulfilling its commitments, including a settlement freeze, under an 
internationally endorsed plan for a two-State solution, and the Palestinians by resuming 
negotiations, a senior United Nations official warned today. … He also cited Israeli settler 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1417955.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17994


 
2 

attacks against Palestinian civilians and property, including the “deplorable desecration” 
of arson against the mosque in Yassuf village. “Israel continues to fall short in imposing 
the rule of law on such violent extremists,” he said. “I welcome the strong condemnation 
of the mosque attack by the Israeli Government, and I urge the authorities to seek out 
those responsible for this incident, along with other such acts of violence, and bring them 
to justice. … I do not overlook legitimate Israeli concerns regarding the situation in 
Gaza,” Mr. Serry said, voicing continuing concern at reports of weapons smuggling, and 
noting an Israeli air strike. “It is our assessment that both sides do not seek escalation. 
There are possibilities for a sustained calm if wisdom and restraint prevails,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33284&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 

 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 
 
Communities and Local Government: Creating a Single Equality Scheme for 2010 – 
2013 (closes 28 February 2010) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/987402.pdf  
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Proposal to amend the Licensing Act 2003 to simplify the procedures for 
Licensing Statements; Interim Authority Notices; and Temporary Event Notices 
(closes 9 February 2010) 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/consultations/6498.aspx  
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