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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Racially Aggravated Offences 
David Simpson: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland how many people 
were convicted of a racially-motivated crime in Northern Ireland in each of the last two 
years. [305007] 

Paul Goggins: The information sought on convictions for racially-motivated 
crimes is not available. Conviction would be for the simple offence (e.g. assault) 
without reference to any racial motivation. Court conviction data do not contain 
background information in relation to offences committed, and it is therefore not 
possible to separate out the number of convictions for offences with a racial 
motivation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w00
01.htm#09120870000028  
 

Al-Muhajiroun 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to 
prevent Al-Muhajiroun from re-launching in the United Kingdom. [HL305] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): Al-Muhajiroun publicly disbanded in 2004. In 2006, two successor 
groups to Al-Muhajiroun-Al-Ghurabaa and the Saved Sect-were proscribed by the 
then Home Secretary. We are aware of media reports that Al-Muhajiroun has been 
relaunched. Organisations which cause us concern are constantly reviewed and 
should fresh information come to light which would bring them within the definition 
of being "concerned with terrorism" as defined in the Terrorism Act 2000 it opens 
up the possibility of proscription, which we believe is a tough but necessary power 
to tackle terrorism. Any decision on proscription must be proportionate and based 
on evidence that a group is concerned in terrorism. 
Where individuals incite violence or commit other crimes, this is a matter for the 
police. We have strengthened our powers to catch those who cross the line from 
legitimate debate into inciting violence or who commit offences motivated by racial 
or religious hatred. Where there is any evidence of criminal activity, the police take 
the appropriate and necessary action. However, the challenge to extremists who 
skirt the bounds of legality cannot just be one of law enforcement. We also have to 
provide a robust legal challenge to groups that espouse intolerant and divisive 
ideologies. Where individuals or groups continue to articulate views which fall 
short of supporting violence and are within the law, but which reject and 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0001.htm#09120870000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0001.htm#09120870000028
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undermine community cohesion, the Government will challenge these views. 
Alongside this challenge, we also work with community organisations and 
individuals to give them the skills they need to be able to counter the messages of 
violent extremists themselves. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91208w0001.htm#0912
08105000303  
 
 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

More measures to cut licensing red tape announced 
… The Department has launched a 10 week consultation on the measures, which would 
make it easier for people to put on temporary events if they are rescheduled at short 
notice. … the police would be given a new power to accept a late Temporary Event 
Notice where there are no crime and disorder issues.  This would particularly benefit 
village halls, schools and voluntary organisations who may have to cancel and rearrange 
events at short notice due to unforeseen circumstances or bad weather. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/6518.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Jerusalem: Religious Freedom 
Mr. McGrady: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the safety of Christians living in the City of 
Jerusalem. [303760] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have made no recent assessment of the safety of 
Jerusalemites along specific religious lines. We call on all parties in Jerusalem to 
avoid actions that inflame tensions and to respect the religious sensitivities that 
exist in Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w00
15.htm#09120870000128  
 

Middle East: Religious Freedom 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions (a) each Minister and (b) officials in his Department have had with (i) 
Arab states and (ii) the government of Israel on discrimination against Jewish 
communities in Arab states; what the outcomes were of such discussions; and if he will 
make a statement. [303918] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: In the past 12 months the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
(FCO) has been active in taking forward initiatives designed to counter 
discrimination against Jewish communities across the world, including in Arab 
states. In February the FCO co-hosted the inaugural conference of the Inter-
Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism, attended by 
parliamentarians from around the world. Subsequently we have been committed to 
advancing the objectives set out in the London Declaration on Combating Anti-
Semitism which aspires to combat any manifestations of anti-Semitism and of 
discrimination against Jewish people. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w00
15.htm#09120870000130  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91208w0001.htm#091208105000303
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91208w0001.htm#091208105000303
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/6518.aspx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000130
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000130
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Palestinians: Christianity 
Mr. McGrady: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the rights of Christians in the Palestinian territories 
with regard to (a) travel, (b) housing, (c) residency and (d) equal taxation. [303772] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The last report by our British Consulate-General in Jerusalem on 
Palestinian Christians was dispatched on 11 May 2009. It covered the social 
conditions of Palestinian Christians living in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPTs), reasons for Christian emigration from the OPTs (mainly the occupation 
and opportunities afforded to them elsewhere), and relations with the majority 
Muslim Palestinian community. Other than the usual issues of travel around the 
West Bank and between the West Bank and East Jerusalem, which affect all 
Palestinians, the report did not focus on travel, housing, or residency. Nor did it 
touch on the issue of equal taxation. We have not made a separate assessment of 
these points. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w00
15.htm#09120870000133  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of (a) rockets and (b) mortar bombs launched into 
Israeli territory from (i) Lebanon and (ii) Gaza since 1 January 2009; and if he will make a 
statement. [303915] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Estimates on the exact numbers of rockets and mortar bombs 
differ; we condemn the firing of any rockets and mortar bombs into Israeli territory. 
It is unacceptable that militants in the Gaza Strip have continued to fire rockets 
into southern Israel. In 2009 we have also been concerned by and condemn the 
sporadic incidents of rocket fire into northern Israel by militants in Lebanon. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w00
15.htm#09120870000129  
 

Middle East: Trade 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the level of trade between Israel and the Palestinian Authority 
in 2008; and if he will make a statement. [303919] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have received no reports on the level of trade between Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority in 2008. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the level of agricultural exports from the Palestinian Authority 
to Israel in (a) 2007 and (b) 2008; and if he will make a statement. [303920] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has received no 
specific reports on the level of Palestinian agricultural exports to Israel in 2007 and 
2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w00
15.htm#09120870000131  

 
 
Council of Europe 

Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process 
The Council adopted the following conclusions: 
1. …The European Union calls for the urgent resumption of negotiations that will lead, 

within an agreed time-frame, to a two-state solution with the State of Israel and an 
independent, democratic, contiguous and viable State of Palestine, living side by side 
in peace and security. … 

2. … The European Union will not recognise any changes to the pre-1967 borders 
including with regard to Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the parties. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000133
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000133
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000129
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000129
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000131
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091208/text/91208w0015.htm#09120870000131


 
4 

3. … the Council also reiterates its support for negotiations leading to Palestinian 
statehood, all efforts and steps to that end and its readiness, when appropriate, to 
recognise a Palestinian state. … The EU fully supports the implementation of the 
Palestinian Authority's Government Plan "Palestine, Ending the Occupation, 
Establishing the State" as an important contribution to this end and will work for 
enhanced international support for this plan. 

4. … The EU reiterates its commitment towards the security of Israel and its full 
integration into the region … 

5. … the Council takes positive note of the recent decision of the Government of Israel 
on a partial and temporary settlement freeze as a first step in the right direction … 

6. … The Council reiterates that settlements, the separation barrier where built on 
occupied land, demolition of homes and evictions are illegal under international law, 
… an obstacle to peace and threaten to make a two-state solution impossible. … 

7. The EU welcomes Israel’s steps to ease restrictions of movement in the West Bank 
which have made a contribution to economic growth. … The Council also calls on the 
Palestinian Authority to build on its efforts to improve law and order. 

8. The Council is deeply concerned about the situation in East Jerusalem. In view of 
recent incidents, it calls on all parties to refrain from provocative actions. The Council 
recalls that it has never recognised the annexation of East Jerusalem. If there is to be 
a genuine peace, a way must be found through negotiations to resolve the status of 
Jerusalem as the future capital of two states. … 

9. … the Council … calls for an immediate, sustained and unconditional opening of 
crossings for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons to and from 
Gaza. … Fully recognising Israel's legitimate security needs, the Council continues to 
call for a complete stop to all violence and arms smuggling into Gaza. The Council 
calls on those holding the abducted Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit to release him without 
delay. 

10. The Council calls on all Palestinians to promote reconciliation behind President 
Mahmoud Abbas … [and] would welcome the organisation of free and fair Palestinian 
elections when conditions permit. 

11. … the EU welcomes recent statements by Israel and Syria confirming their 
willingness to advance towards peace … 

12. …  The EU also calls on all regional actors to take confidence building measures in 
order to stimulate mutual trust and encourages Arab countries to be forthcoming, both 
politically and financially, in assisting the Palestinian Authority and to Palestinian 
refugees through UNRWA. 

To read the full statement see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/111829.pdf  

 
 

Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
Trial Witnesses 
On trial for 'racially aggravated conduct' are five Scots who responded to the Palestinian 
appeal for boycott of Israel. … This is a political show-trial, encouraged by the stated 
positions of the British Government, and is aimed at intimidating Palestine supporters.  … 
Witnesseswho have agreed to give expert evidence or personal testimonies for the 
defence include: Leila Khaled … Ghada Karmi … Omar Barghouti … Hisham Genayem 
… Moshe Machover … Michael Kearney … Marion Woolfson …  Liz Elkind … & 
distancing himself from past virtue to join a Goverment of lies and military aggression... 
the Rt. Hon. Peter Hain MP … announced that he would cetainly not be appearing to 
give evidence on his own stand against apartheid … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3008:trial
-witnesses&catid=332:trial&Itemid=200248  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/111829.pdf
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http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3008:trial-witnesses&catid=332:trial&Itemid=200248
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 
 
Communities and Local Government: Creating a Single Equality Scheme for 2010 – 
2013 (closes 28 February 2010) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/987402.pdf  
 
** Proposal to amend the Licensing Act 2003 to simplify the procedures for 
Licensing Statements; Interim Authority Notices; and Temporary Event Notices 
(closes 9 February 2010) 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/consultations/6498.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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