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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Strategic Policing Priorities 2010-11 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Alan Johnson): In accordance with 
the provisions of section 37A of the Police Act 1996, as inserted by paragraph 25 
schedule 2 of the Police and Justice Act 2006, this statement sets out my strategic 
policing priorities for the police service for 2010-11. These priorities provide the national 
framework for policing for the next financial year, within which police authorities will set 
their local plans. …The priorities acknowledge the policing White Paper and the current 
set of PSAs and reflect the recently updated crime strategy. Central to this is a renewed 
focus on tackling the harms caused by antisocial behaviour and requiring victims' 
concerns to be taken seriously. The Government will continue to monitor performance to 
ensure PSA commitments are met and provide strategic leadership. However, local 
accountability and planning should be undertaken so that forces tackle the issues that 
are most important to their local diverse communities, including hate crime, and get best 
value for money for the public from the resources devoted to policing. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/wmstext/91202
m0002.htm#09120231000011  
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Gaza 
1. Mr. Hugo Swire (East Devon) (Con): What his latest assessment is of the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [303265] 
4. Mr. Alistair Carmichael (Orkney and Shetland) (LD): What his most recent 
assessment is of the humanitarian situation in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. 
[303268] 
The Secretary of State for International Development (Mr. Douglas Alexander): The 
humanitarian situation in Gaza is extremely serious and will worsen now that the winter 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/wmstext/91202m0002.htm#09120231000011
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rains have started. Nearly a year after the conflict, 75 per cent. of Gazans still rely on 
some form of food aid, more than 60 per cent. do not have daily access to drinking water 
and 10 per cent. have no access to mains electricity. The United Kingdom continues to 
press Israel for full access to humanitarian aid in line with internationally accepted 
humanitarian principles. 
Mr. Swire: What assessment has the Secretary of State made of the implications of the 
18 million litres of raw and untreated sewage being discharged into the sea off Gaza for 
the population of Gaza and the surrounding environment? 
Mr. Alexander: That is but one of the health consequences of the conditions currently 
being visited on the people of Gaza. … 
Mr. Carmichael: … those seeking anything other than the most basic medical treatment 
in Gaza are required to travel abroad. However, in the period ending in June, no fewer 
than 40 per cent. of applications for travel permits for health care were refused by the 
Israeli Government. … 
Mr. Alexander: In recent days-as I said, only yesterday-I have spoken with Ehud Barak, 
and last week I met Mr. John Ging, the outstanding head of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, who is doing genuinely heroic work in extraordinarily difficult 
circumstances in the Gaza strip. … 
Dr. Brian Iddon (Bolton, South-East) (Lab): Is my right hon. Friend aware that 8,000 
children in Gaza are without school desks, and will he facilitate the importation of the 
metal components necessary to complete the construction of the desks? 
Mr. Alexander: We seem to be in the rather bizarre situation in which desk parts for 
UNRWA schools have now been permitted to enter-I understand that some deliveries 
have been allowed-but the fittings necessary to assemble those desks have not. … 
Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): Some 50,000 homes are estimated 
to have been destroyed during the Israeli attacks on Gaza, but cement, panes of glass 
and steel girders are still not getting in to repair them. … 
Mr. Alexander: … John Ging told me that Hamas is building a watchtower opposite the 
Israeli watchtower at the crossings using cement that presumably has been smuggled in 
through the tunnels from Egypt. However, at the same time, the Israelis are denying the 
cement to rebuild the schools … 
Alistair Burt (North-East Bedfordshire) (Con): What contribution does the Minister 
think might be made to ease the humanitarian situation by the release of Gilad Shalit, 
with all the possible implications for the improvement of relations should his captivity by 
Hamas be ended? 
Mr. Alexander: Of course, we have called consistently on Hamas to release Gilad Shalit 
without further delays or any kind of conditions. … Hamas has a clear responsibility to 
release him without delay. 
Mr. Jim Devine (Livingston) (Lab): Is it not time that the international community got 
together and took sanctions against Israel for its behaviour? 
Mr. Alexander: … continued humanitarian efforts are needed to support the people of 
Gaza and, indeed, the west bank, given the difficulties that currently afflict them. Equally, 
however, most hon. Members recognise that ultimately the resolution in the middle east 
lies in politics. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/debtext/91202-
0001.htm#09120237000017  
 
 

Westminster Hall Debate 
Israeli Goods (Labelling) 

includes: 
col 100WH  Dr. Phyllis Starkey: … A number of key issues may lead consumers to wish 
to avoid purchasing goods from Israeli settlements, but current labelling practices do not 
give them that choice. … The official position of the British Government is absolutely 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/debtext/91202-0001.htm#09120237000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/debtext/91202-0001.htm#09120237000017
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clear: Israeli settlements in east Jerusalem and the west bank, plus those in occupied 
Syrian territory, are illegal under international law and are an obstacle to peace. … 
Anyone who has been to the west bank and, indeed, to Gaza before the settlements 
there were dismantled will have seen that the settlements typically enclose very large 
tracts of land-much, much bigger than is required to accommodate the housing that is 
built within them-and that much of that land is used for agricultural production. The sale 
of that agricultural and other produce from the illegal settlements contributes significantly 
to their economic viability and thus to their continuation. … For many years, that 
agricultural produce was deliberately mislabelled by the Israeli authorities as "made in 
Israel" and exported to the European Union under the EU-Israel trade agreement, thus 
benefiting from the trade preference and avoiding import duty. The European Union has 
now started to prevent that practice. Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs requires the 
importing authorities to give the postcode of origin, and only goods identified as 
originating from within the internationally recognised borders of Israel are permitted to 
enter under preference. Goods identified as from settlements cannot legally be labelled 
"made in Israel" and should pay full import duty. Ruling in a case involving the German 
courts and Brita bottled water, the European Court of Justice recently reaffirmed that the 
trade agreement applies only within the 1967 borders of Israel. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/halltext/91202
h0004.htm#09120233000002 
 

col 101WH  … Since the "made in Israel" rules began to be enforced more effectively-
albeit still not totally effectively-produce from the settlements that is declared as such to 
HMRC is permitted to be imported and sold. Such produce is commonly labelled "West 
Bank" or "Jordan Valley", but both those descriptions could apply either to goods 
produced by Palestinians on Palestinian land, or to goods produced in illegal Israeli 
settlements, and the consumer has no way of knowing which. Significant numbers of 
British consumers wish to avoid buying produce from illegal settlements. …  
… the settlements are illegal under international law and many consumers do not wish to 
collude in illegality by buying the produce, but there are other reasons. … Evidence … 
shows that workers within the settlements, whether Palestinians or Asian migrant 
workers, are not paid the Israeli national minimum wage, nor do the employers apply 
Israeli health and safety regulations. Although the international community does not 
believe that Israel has sovereignty, Israel obviously takes a different view, and in 2007 
the Israeli courts established that for them Israeli standards should apply within the 
settlements. Israeli law is therefore being flouted by the minimum wage and proper 
health and safety regulations not being applied to the workers within the settlements. … 
… First, why was the voluntary labelling guidance suggesting "West Bank" removed from 
the DEFRA website in 2008? Is it because the Government accept legal advice that 
"West Bank" is misleading and ambiguous and therefore unlawful? Secondly, what is the 
real reason for the endless delays in finalising new guidance? Is it pressure from Israel, 
and if so, why does that outweigh international law, obligations to UK consumers and the 
wishes of UK retailers? Are there technical problems, and if so, what are they? … 
 

col 105WH  The Minister of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Jim Fitzpatrick): … The clear position of the UK Government is that we are 
opposed to boycotts of Israeli or Palestinian goods. We do not believe that boycotts help 
to engage or influence Israel or that they lead to progress in the middle east peace 
process. 
One thing that I want to respond to is the suggestion that imports originating from illegal 
settlements are entering the UK described as "Produce of Israel" and are therefore 
benefiting from the preferential access terms available under the EU-Israel association 
agreement. If that is indeed happening, an offence is being committed. The EU-Israel 
association agreement is quite clear that only goods originating from the state of Israel 
itself, rather than from the occupied territories, are entitled to be imported under those 
preferential terms. …  
… some consumers wish to have access to more detailed labelling information, so that it 
is clear to them whether the produce that they are purchasing is, in fact, produce of 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/halltext/91202h0004.htm#09120233000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/halltext/91202h0004.htm#09120233000002
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Palestinian growers or produce of Israeli settlements. As consumer demand has grown, 
supermarkets have been taking a keen interest in this issue. That is why we have been 
considering how best to address the concerns of importers and retailers in the United 
Kingdom who wish to respond to consumers who share those concerns. … We aim to 
give the Government's position before the Christmas recess. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/halltext/91202
h0005.htm  

  
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
West Bank (Economy) 

Rosie Cooper (West Lancashire) (Lab): What projects his Department is funding to 
assist the Palestinian economy in the west bank; and if he will make a statement. 
[303272] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Mr. Douglas 
Alexander): We are providing £3 million over three years to the facility for new 
market development, which helps Palestinian businesses develop new products 
and compete in new markets. To date, the facility has supported more than 180 
businesses. We are also working closely with the Palestinian Investment 
Promotion Agency and UK Trade & Investment to promote investment in the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 

Rosie Cooper: In light of the welcome decision to open the Jalama crossing to vehicles, 
what steps is Israel taking to reduce restrictions and encourage economic growth in the 
west bank? I would be grateful if the Secretary of State could also say what measures 
are being taken to support the delivery of basic public services to the people. 

Mr. Alexander: We welcome the recent moves by the Israeli Government to 
reduce movement and access restrictions across the west bank. We believe these 
steps are essential if there is to be the economic progress that is required to 
address the 34 per cent. fall in per capita GDP over the last nine years. We are 
also continuing to support the Palestinian Authority, both in their provision of basic 
services and as a credible negotiating partner to the state of Israel. 

Sir Patrick Cormack (South Staffordshire) (Con): Bearing in mind both this and the 
earlier exchanges, will the Secretary of State take an early opportunity to inform the 
Israeli ambassador that nothing could better enhance the reputation of his country than 
Israel beginning to behave as a good neighbour? 

Mr. Alexander: I assure the hon. Gentleman that we have regular contact with not 
only the Israeli ambassador, but all levels of the Israeli Government. As recently 
as yesterday, I took the opportunity to discuss not only the situation in Gaza, but, 
more generally, the situation in the middle east with Ehud Barak, the Israeli 
Defence Minister. That reflects the continuing dialogue that takes place on these 
important issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/debtext/91202-
0002.htm#09120237000023  
 

Aid Projects: Gaza 
Dr. Iddon: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much and 
what proportion of Government funding available for humanitarian assistance to Gaza in 
the last three years has been disbursed to aid projects in that area. [303275] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development 
responded swiftly to the humanitarian crisis following Operation Cast Lead, 
pledging £26.8 million for immediate humanitarian aid and early recovery 
activities. Of this, £18.3 million has already been spent. Prior to the conflict, we 
had given the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) £3 million to meet 
immediate humanitarian needs in Gaza-£1 million in 2007 and £2 million in 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/text/91202w00
07.htm#09120240000091  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/halltext/91202h0005.htm
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-5341 Murdo Fraser: Protest at Celtic Park—That the Parliament is shocked and 
appalled by the actions of the Scottish Trades Union Congress (STUC) in calling on 
Celtic supporters attending the match against Hapoel Tel Aviv at Celtic Park on 2 
December 2009 to wave Palestinian flags; welcomes the comments of Celtic Football 
Club that the safety of supporters may be compromised and that "a crowded football 
match is not the place for a public demonstration"; condemns the STUC for attempting to 
politicise a sporting event in this way, which is likely to fuel division, sectarianism and, 
potentially, violence, and calls on the STUC to issue an apology to Celtic Football Club 
and Hapoel Tel Aviv for its disgraceful behaviour. 
Supported by: Ted Brocklebank, David McLetchie 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17890 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Freedom 
Mike Penning: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on the treatment of (a) converts to and (b) adherents 
of Christianity in (i) the Middle East and (ii) elsewhere. [302684] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office and our embassies 
overseas regularly report and lobby on human rights issues, including freedom of 
religion or belief. 
Our embassies have recently lobbied on the challenges facing non-Islamic faiths 
in Algeria, analysed the Egyptian authorities' record on promoting and protecting 
the rights of Christians in Egypt, and encouraged the Government of Iraq to 
protect all communities regardless of political, ethnic or religious affiliation. Outside 
of the middle east, we remain concerned about the suppression of religious 
freedoms in countries such as China, North Korea and Uzbekistan. We raise these 
concerns in our regular human rights dialogues with China, and with other 
Governments at appropriate opportunities. 
The UK strongly supports the right to freedom of religion or belief, including the 
right to manifest one's religion or belief, the right to change one's religion or belief 
and the right not to hold any religious belief. We work closely with EU partners to 
promote freedom of religion or belief as part of our wider support for human rights. 
In November, the European Council reaffirmed its strong commitment to freedom 
of religion or belief and the importance of EU action to promote and protect it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/text/91202w00
04.htm#09120240000051  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17890
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/text/91202w0004.htm#09120240000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/text/91202w0004.htm#09120240000051
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html
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Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/004/amend/pbc0042611a.35.
html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 

Commons consideration of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091202/debtext/91202-
0004.htm#09120237000001  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 

TOP 
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