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Home Affairs 

Queen’s Speech 

Transcript 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21361  
 

Full list of Bills 
Bribery Bill 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Makes it illegal to bribe a foreign official to obtain 
or retain business. Makes it an offence if businesses fail to prevent a bribe being paid by 
their employees or by other firms on their behalf. 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
Whole bill applies to England; some sections also cover Wales and extend in part to 
Northern Ireland. Promises "greater flexibility" for primary schools to set their own 
curriculums. Ensures that all young people receive at least one year of sex and 
relationships education. Home educators will have to be registered and inspected.  

Cluster Munitions (Prohibitions) Bill 
UK-wide. Makes it an offence to use, produce, develop, acquire, stockpile, retain or 
transfer cluster munitions. 

Crime and Security Bill 
England and Wales. Reduces the amount of information police need to record when 
carrying out stop and search. DNA records of adults who are arrested but not charged 
are to be held on database for six years. Allows police to take DNA samples and 
fingerprints of sexual and seriously violent offenders returning to UK following conviction 
overseas. 

http://tinyurl.com/y9y8vs6
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21361
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21344
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21345
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21346
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21347
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Digital Economy Bill 
UK-wide. Updates regulations to make the digital radio switchover possible by 2015. 
Makes age ratings compulsory on all video games designed for children aged 12 and 
above. Promises to tackle infringement of copyright more effectively.  

Energy Bill 
England, Wales, and Scotland. Sets rules for energy firms to provide support- such as 
rebates - for poorer customers, with regulator Ofgem having a duty to "proactively" 
protect them. Supports the construction of up to four carbon capture and storage 
schemes to cut pollution. 

Financial Services Bill 
UK-wide. Establishes a Council for Financial Stability. Makes banks and other financial 
firms set up "living will" to make them easier to wind down in the event of a crisis. Allows 
groups of consumers to bring court actions against financial institutions.  

Fiscal Responsibility Bill 
UK-wide. Provides a "firm and binding statutory basis" for the government's promise to 
halve its budget deficit within four years. Gives Parliament power to approve medium-
term fiscal plans.  

Flood and Water Management Bill 
England and Wales. Sustainable drainage systems will have to be considered for new 
building developments. Gives water companies more power to control customers' usage 
during droughts. 

Personal Care at Home Bill 
England. Guarantees free personal care for the 280,000 people with the "highest needs", 
such as those with serious dementia or Parkinson's disease. Protects the savings of the 
166,000 people who currently get free care, saving them from having to pay future 
charges.  

Child Poverty Bill - carried over from the 2008-09 session 
Whole bill applies to England; some sections also apply to Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. Government commitment to end child poverty by 2020. 

Equality Bill - carried over from the 2008-09 session 
England, Wales, and Scotland. Gives the whole public sector a duty to "narrow the gap 
between rich and poor". Bans age discrimination outside the workplace. Strengthens 
powers of employment tribunals.  

Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill - carried over from the 2008-09 session 
Most UK-wide. Creates basis in law for Parliament to scrutinise treaties. Ends the by-
election of hereditary peers to sit in House of Lords. Repeals legislation limiting protests 
around Parliament.  

Draft International Development Spending Bill 
UK-wide. Requires that 0.7% of gross national income is spent on development from 
2013.  

Draft House of Lords Reform Bill  
UK-wide. House of Lords will be between 80% and 100% elected. Government should 
not hold a majority in the second chamber, the members of which must be independent. 
 
Other items included in the Queen’s speech 
The Middle East Peace Process 
My Government will work for peace in the Middle East.” 
Government explanatory note: The UK Government’s policy towards Israel and the 
Palestinians is focused on making a two-state solution a reality. We judge that the best 
way to do this is by maintaining a constructive relationship with all parties who have 
expressed a desire to make peace, including both Israel and the Palestinian Authority.  
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21348
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21349
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21350
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21351
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21352
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21353
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21354
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21355
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21356
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21357
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21380
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We also welcome the approach adopted by the Obama Administration, which has made 
reinvigorating the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) a priority and appointed Senator 
Mitchell as a Special Envoy. 
Actions by both Israelis and Palestinians have contributed to the crisis that has 
characterised their relationship in recent years. We are friends of both the Israelis and 
the Palestinians, and we believe that this close relationship gives us the opportunity to 
talk openly and frankly to both sides to encourage them towards peace. In the case of 
Israel, we believe that we can exert greater influence as a friend - emphasising that we 
are committed to Israel’s long-term security but also engaging in frank and often critical 
conversation. Both Israel and the Palestinians are subject to International Law and we 
remind them of this regularly. 
With the support of our international allies, we will continue to pursue vigorously a 
comprehensive peace based on a two-state solution, involving a viable Palestinian state 
living alongside Israel in peace and security. This should be based on the 1967 borders, 
with Jerusalem as the shared capital for both states and a just solution for refugees. 

Economic Recovery 

Agency Workers Regulations 
High speed rail services between London and Scotland 
Royal visit to Bermuda 

Northern Ireland 
Scotland 
Wales 

Afghanistan 
Pakistan 
Nuclear non-proliferation 

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

Welsh Assembly Government 

Interfaith forum has laid the foundations for a diverse and tolerant Wales  
… The First Minister said: “We came together after 9/11 to discuss a problem which 
confronts everyone in Wales – whatever their faith or ethnic origin.  It was the first time 
this had happened and it was a landmark in Welsh history. 
“The Interfaith Forum was established to build a bridge between the world of politics and 
faith communities and we have worked together in a spirit of unity and co-operation to 
ensure that people in Wales can lead their daily lives without fear of abuse and violence. 
“The Forum has enabled people of different creeds and races to come together and build 
a country where the chapel, the mosque and the temple all co-exist in peace and 
harmony. We can show the world and our own citizens that we have laid the foundations 
for a modern, culturally diverse and more tolerant Wales. But it is not just about tolerating 
each other, it is about learning from each other and working together to build a better 
tomorrow.  Our message is a very clear one.  No matter what happens in the turbulent 
world outside, we won’t let anything divide us here in Wales.” 
http://wales.gov.uk/news/latest/091117interfaith/?lang=en 

 

TOP 
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Israel 

European Union 

Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the EU on the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza 
… The European Union continues to urge that prompt and concrete measures be taken 
to solve the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and to allow for reconstruction and economic 
recovery. … he continued policy of closure, which has been in place since 2007, has 
devastated the private sector economy and further damaged the natural environment. 
The poor water quality is particularly worrying. The essential reconstruction of homes, 
schools and health facilities to which the international community, including the European 
Union committed itself at the Donors Conference in Sharm el Sheikh, is still prevented. 
While extremists stand to gain from the current situation, the plight becomes worse for 
the civilian population, half of which are children. … 
Fully recognising Israel’s legitimate security needs, the European Union continues to call 
for a complete stop to all violence, including a sustained halt of rocket attacks at Israel 
and an effective mechanism to prevent arms and ammunition smuggling into the Gaza 
strip. The European Union also continues to call on those holding the abducted Israeli 
soldier Gilad Shalit to release him without delay. 
To read the full declaration see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/111252.pdf  

 
 
United Nations 

Ban deplores Israeli decision to expand Jerusalem settlement 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon deplored the Israeli Government's decision today to 
expand Jerusalem’s Gilo settlement, stressing that it was built on Palestinian territory 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 war. 
“The Secretary-General reiterates his position that settlements are illegal, and calls on 
Israel to respect its commitments under the Road Map to cease all settlement activity, 
including natural growth,” a statement issued by his spokesperson said, referring to the 
peace plan that foresees two States – Israel and Palestine – living side by side in peace 
and security.  
“He believes that such actions undermine efforts for peace and cast doubt on the viability 
of the two-State solution,” it added. 
It was the latest of several recent statements by Mr. Ban calling for a halt to Israeli 
settlement activity and the demolition of Palestinian homes and evictions in East 
Jerusalem. Last month he stated that Jerusalem must be the capital of two States – 
Israel and Palestine – with arrangements for the holy sites acceptable to all, if peace in 
the Middle East is to be achieved. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32990&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

All Wales Convention 

Landmark report on devolution in Wales reflects public mood on a referendum  
… The All Wales Convention has concluded that proposals to transfer powers from 
Westminster to the National Assembly for Wales all at once offers substantial advantage 
over the current arrangements, where powers are transferred step by step with the 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/111252.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32990&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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approval of the UK Parliament. Transferring powers all at once would offer greater 
efficiency, permit a more strategic approach to the drafting of the legislation, provide 
greater clarity and be more consistent with the rule of law and democratic tradition. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://allwalesconvention.org/newsandevents/news/landmarkreport/?lang=en  
 
 
All Wales Convention Report 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/awc/publications/091118thereporten.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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