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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Palestine on Parliament's agenda: speech by Douglas Alexander at the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on Palestine annual conference 
... Last week President Abbas announced that he will not stand for re-election in next 
year’s elections. There are obviously reasons for President Abbas personally and these 
are issues for the Palestinian people. But it is fair to record I think today that his 
commitment to peace is unquestioned by all sides in that conflict.  
And ongoing settlement construction and the recent wave of violence in East Jerusalem 
make the re-launching of peace talks that much harder. As time’s passed the prospects 
of a two state solution will, many of us fear, in the years ahead begin to slip away. … 
another reason for hope is the strong lead take by Prime Minister Fayyad in preparing 
the Palestinians for statehood, shown most recently through his announcement in August 
of a new two year plan.  He really is a quite extraordinary individual. 
My department, working as part of the British Government’s efforts to support the 
realisation of a prosperous, democratic and peaceful Palestinian state living alongside a 
secure Israel, has been a major supporter of that effort to build the capacity to develop a 
Palestinian state, and this support has grown further even in recent years. … 
When I myself visited Gaza back in March I was truly horrified by the scale of destruction 
that I witnessed personally. Aside from the thousands of homes that had been fully or 
partly destroyed, I saw some of the factories and farms that had been razed to the 
ground, often in the final hours of the conflict, and met businessmen and businesswomen 
who had literally lost everything. 
The effect of all of this is to undermine the ability of many of Gaza’s one and a half million 
people to pursue their livelihoods, keeping them dependent on international handouts or 
imports smuggled through the tunnels from Egypt. The impact on Gaza’s economy and 
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social fabric on which long term stability and development surely depends is quite literally 
devastating. … 
… whilst rocket attacks and the captivity of Shalit are unacceptable, the well being of one 
and a half million Gazans should not be linked to a situation over which they have no 
control.  That is why we as a Government continue to press hard for improved access at 
the highest levels, from our Prime Minister down, and will continue to do so until we see 
the results that are needed. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=21176901  

 
 
United Nations 

Israel must end Gaza blockade, evictions, alleged abuse of Palestinian children 
Israel should end the blockade of Gaza, cease evictions and demolitions of Palestinian 
homes, and ensure that the rights of children are respected and that all allegations of 
torture and ill-treatment are promptly investigated and perpetrators prosecuted, 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said in an annual report released today. … the 
Government of Israel should allow unimpeded access to Gaza for humanitarian aid and 
the non-humanitarian goods needed for the reconstruction of properties and 
infrastructure …Mr. Ban says the reported ill-treatment of children includes beatings, 
being forced to stand or sit for long periods in extremely painful and harmful positions, in 
most cases with hands tied together and eyes blindfolded, threats of sexual abuse and 
hooding the head and face in a sack. 
He cites one case documented by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, in which a 14-year-old-boy from the village of Qatanna was arrested in March by 
soldiers after other children had thrown stones at an army vehicle. While being 
transferred to an Israeli military camp, soldiers slapped him several times, handcuffed 
and blindfolded him. 
The boy stated that the handcuffs were too tight and caused him great pain and that the 
blindfold may have been coated in tear gas since his eyes were burning the entire time. 
After repeated appeals at the police station, a soldier noted the boy’s hands were turning 
blue and took off his handcuffs and blindfold. He was then subjected to interrogation for 
four hours, during which an interrogator beat his face and ears with the back of his hand, 
approximately 40 times. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32967&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
 
Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem: Report of the Secretary-
General 
http://daccess-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/598/23/PDF/N0959823.pdf?OpenElement  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/images/stories/pdfs/unlocking_al_qaeda.pdf
http://www.osce.org/publications/odihr/2009/11/41314_1386_en.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-families/pvglegislation/Consultation09
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-families/pvglegislation/Consultation09
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Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
** Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

Act 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2009/pdf/ukpga_20090016_en.pdf  
  
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
  
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html 
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Other Relevant Information 

Quilliam 

Unlocking Al-Qaeda: Islamist extremism in British prisons 
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/images/stories/pdfs/unlocking_al_qaeda.pdf  
 
 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Hate crimes in the OSCE region - incidents and responses. Annual Report for 2008 
http://www.osce.org/publications/odihr/2009/11/41314_1386_en.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 
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