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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Spoliation 
2. Mr. Andrew Dismore (Hendon) (Lab): What his policy is on the return from UK 
collections of items looted during the Nazi era; and if he will make a statement. [298010] 

The Minister of State, Department for Culture, Media and Sport (Margaret 
Hodge): I congratulate my hon. Friend on his achievement in piloting the 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill through the Commons. I also 
congratulate Lord Janner on leading the support for it in the other place. I am 
delighted that the Bill, which the Government were pleased to support and which 
received all-party support throughout, will receive Royal Assent shortly. 
The 17 institutions named in the Bill will be allowed to return objects lost during the 
Nazi era, in response to a claim and when the return of the object is 
recommended by the Spoliation Advisory Panel and agreed by Ministers. 

Mr. Dismore: Will my right hon. Friend say what she can do to try to encourage people 
with potential claims to come forward, and what attitude she will take when the Spoliation 
Advisory Panel recommends restitution? 

Margaret Hodge: I hope that, in co-operation with my hon. Friend—because of 
his efforts in steering the Bill through Parliament—we shall be able to provide the 
maximum publicity when the Bill finally receives Royal Assent. I can tell him that 
Ministers have never turned down any advice from the Spoliation Advisory 
Committee in the past, and I do not expect that to change in the future. 

Mark Pritchard (The Wrekin) (Con): I congratulate the hon. Member for Hendon (Mr. 
Dismore) on steering the Bill through the House. I also congratulate the Government on 
their efforts to bring it to fruition as soon as possible. 
Can the Minister assure me that, when people would rather receive compensation than 
have their belongings returned to them, the Government will examine individual cases 
carefully to ensure that the wishes of the families, who are, no doubt, those most affected 
by the holocaust, are listened to and acted on as swiftly as possible? 

Margaret Hodge: I agree that we should act as swiftly as possible. The ability to 
receive financial compensation rather than the return of artefacts already exists; 
indeed, the problem was that financial compensation was the only form of 
compensation that people could receive. My hon. Friend the Member for Hendon 
(Mr. Dismore) and I felt that that was grossly unfair. The issue was brought to our 
attention by a case in which the Fitzwilliam museum was able to return a particular 
object, whereas the British Museum was not able to return another that belonged 
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to the same family. That was one of the reasons for our seeking this change in the 
legislation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/debtext/91109-
0001.htm#0911096000019  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Foreign Relations 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he has taken to develop UK relations with Israel during the last 12 months; what 
such steps he plans to take in the next six months; and if he will make a statement. 
[298347] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Israel is a close ally of the UK and we have regular productive 
exchanges at all levels, going far beyond relations between governments. Our 
political relations allow us to address openly issues both of common concern and 
where we disagree. Most recently, on 27 October, I met the Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Danny Ayalon. We will continue to foster this relationship and use it to 
further the interests of both countries and the wider region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w00
35.htm#09111017000053  
 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 20 July 2009, Official Report, columns 956-57W, on Israel: 
imports, (1) for what reason no reference was made to the planned public consultation on 
the labelling of produce from the occupied Palestinian territories in the letter dated 13 
October 2009 to the hon. Member for Birmingham, Selly Oak, ref: MC126368/MA; 
[297001] 
(2) when he expects the draft voluntary guidance on origin labelling of produce from the 
occupied Palestinian territories to be placed on his Department’s website. [297002] 

Jim Fitzpatrick: DEFRA still intends to hold a consultation about the terms of the 
voluntary guidance referred to by my hon. Friend. The Government are still 
carefully considering the arrangements for consultation, and what guidance might 
be placed on DEFRA’s website. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w00
03.htm#09110925000017  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received of allegations of vandalism by Palestinians of (a) 
synagogues and (b) other structures in settlements in Gaza evacuated by the 
government of Israel in 2005; whether he has made representations to the governments 
of Arab countries on this matter since 2005; and if he will make a statement. [R] [298349] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have not recently received specific reports of such allegations 
of vandalism by Palestinians in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w00
35.htm#09111017000055  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism: Eastern Europe 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received in 2009 on levels of anti-Semitism in (a) Ukraine, (b) Latvia and 
(c) Estonia; and if he will make a statement. [298224] 

Chris Bryant: We are aware of a number of localised anti-Semitic incidents in 
Ukraine, including desecration of cemeteries, synagogues, private properties and 
Holocaust memorials, which have been reported in the local media this year. We 
take a serious view of these dreadful incidents and continue to urge the Ukrainian 
authorities to tackle them in a determined way in accordance with Ukraine’s 
international commitments. The British embassy in Kyiv remains in contact with 
local human rights organisations and senior representatives of Ukraine’s Jewish 
community. The British ambassador met the Chief Rabbi of Ukraine in October 
2009. We have not received reports of violent attacks on Jewish people, 
synagogues or property in Latvia or Estonia in 2009, but we keep a close eye on 
any anti-Semitic political developments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w00
34.htm#09111017000043  
 

Hezbollah 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the extent to which Hezbollah has rearmed in south 
Lebanon; and if he will make a statement. [296610] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Hezbollah have themselves claimed that they have rearmed in 
South Lebanon. However, there have not been any independently corroborated 
reports. 
This remains a serious concern. We expect a further report from the United 
Nations on recent security incidents in southern Lebanon during their regular 
report on the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1701 on 10 
November. We continue to call upon all parties to implement UN Security Council 
Resolution 1701 fully. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w00
35.htm#09111017000051  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/debtext/91109-
0009.htm#0911096000001  
 

Commons reasons and amendment 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/080/2009080.pdf  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w0034.htm#09111017000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w0034.htm#09111017000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w0035.htm#09111017000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/text/91109w0035.htm#09111017000051
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/debtext/91109-0009.htm#0911096000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091109/debtext/91109-0009.htm#0911096000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/080/2009080.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
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Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
  
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
  
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/079/amend/am079-a.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
** Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant 
Draft Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment 
(Scotland only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09  
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