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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Immigration Controls: Ministers of Religion 
Chris Grayling: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
licences have been granted to prospective sponsors of ministers of religion under tier 2 
of the points-based immigration system in each of the last 24 months. [294393] 

Alan Johnson: Sponsor licences for this category were first issued in September 
2008. Information for the period September 2008 to September 2009 is as follows: 
Sponsor licence applications granted under tier 2 minister of religion category 

 Number 

September 2008 5 

October 2008 5 

November 2008 40 

December 2008 70 

January 2009 40 

February 2009 25 

March 2009 55 

April 2009 30 

May 2009 40 

June 2009 50 

July 2009 65 

August 2009 45 

September 2009 65 

Notes: 
1. Figures are rounded to nearest 5. 
2. The figures quoted are not provided under National Statistics protocols and 
have been derived from local management information and are therefore 
provisional and subject to change. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w00
11.htm#09110570000052  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w0011.htm#09110570000052
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w0011.htm#09110570000052
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Radicalism: Internet 

Margaret Moran: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
people have been (a) identified and (b) prosecuted for spreading extremism on the web 
in the last 12 months. [292786] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: We do not hold statistics in relation to the spread of violent 
extremism on the internet—data collected on terrorism prosecutions do not 
differentiate between online and off-line actions and we are unable accurately to 
separate all web based terrorism prosecutions from other terrorism prosecutions, 
in which the internet may have played a part. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w00
12.htm#09110570000061  

 
Community Relations: Faith Schools 

Mr. Gordon Prentice: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government whether his Department has commissioned recent research on the 
relationship between the number of faith schools in an area and community cohesion. 
[297870] 

Mr. Malik: The Department has commissioned no such research. 
 

 
Department for children, schools and families 

Ed Balls confirms all young people to learn Personal Social Health and Economic 
education 
… Building on the recommendations of an independent review by Sir Alasdair Macdonald 
and following extensive public consultations, PSHE, will become a statutory part of the 
national curriculum at primary and secondary level for all young people for the first time 
in 2011.  
Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, also reinforced the 
Government’s strong support for three important principles underpinning Sex and 
Relationship Education (SRE):  

• Schools can continue to be able to tailor the curriculum in the ways they think 
best suit their pupils. 
• School governing bodies can retain their right to determine their own approach, 
in accordance with the ethos of their school. 
• The arrangements put in place appropriately recognise and respect the rights of 
the very small minority of parents who already withdraw their children, and of 
those parents who might want to do so in future.  

Parents currently have the right to withdraw their children from SRE up until the age of 
19. The Government supports this right but believes that the age should be lowered. 
Following discussions with parents, young people and faith groups, the Government will 
bring forward legislation to lower the age to 15. A majority of parents polled on this 
subject supported a lower age. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0208  

TOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w0012.htm#09110570000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w0012.htm#09110570000061
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0208
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Israel 
Westminster Hall Debate 

Arms Export Controls 
includes: 
 

col 318WH  Roger Berry: … Our comments on arms exports to Israel and Sri Lanka 
were the part of the report that attracted the most media coverage. … the basis of our 
concerns was that in certain circumstances, UK weapons might be exported to countries 
that use them to the great detriment of the civilian population. This is a general issue, but 
Israel and Sri Lanka are two recent examples. … We are becoming increasingly 
concerned with events such as those in Gaza, Sri Lanka and elsewhere. We must ask 
whether we are being sufficiently robust and doing everything possible to ensure that 
licences are not granted if there is a significant risk that civilians might be affected—in 
the two cases I mentioned, large numbers of civilians were involved. … 
 

col 323WH  Sir John Stanley: … I welcome the revocation by the Government of five 
export licences for the Israeli navy Saar 4.5 corvettes. The grounds for doing so were set 
out in the letter of 22 July from the Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
the hon. Member for Bury, South (Mr. Lewis) to the Chairman of the Committees on 
Arms Exports Controls. He explained that if it had been known that they were to be used 
for coastal bombardment purposes, those licences would not have been granted under 
criteria 2 or 3. Before I make my policy point to the Minister, it is worth explaining criteria 
2 and 3, as stated by the Foreign Secretary in his written statement of 21 April. Criterion 
2 states that 

“we will not issue an export licence where there is a clear risk that the export might 
be used for internal repression” 

and criterion 3 states that 
“we will not issue licences for exports which would provoke or prolong armed 
conflicts or aggravate existing tensions or conflicts in the country of final 
destination”.—[Official Report, 21 April 2009; Vol. 491, c. 8W.] 

The Minister of State’s letter of 22 July to the Chairman of the four Committees states 
that there are in fact a total of 182 licences for Israel. The Government have revoked five, 
so presumably there are 177 outstanding. My question to the Minister is whether he and 
the Government are satisfied that each and every one of the remaining 177 licences is 
valid and in compliance with both criteria 2 and 3 under the EU agreed consolidated 
criteria. 
 

Jeremy Corbyn: In considering arms sales to Israel, did any of the Committees consider 
the question of nuclear technology, which has been exported to Israel for many years, 
from countries that are signatories to the non-proliferation treaty and are therefore bound 
by it not to export technology to non-signatory states? 
 

Sir John Stanley: I do not think that we have considered that specific issue in the four 
Committees, because we are charged with addressing policy on exports from the UK, 
and the British Government’s policy, but the hon. Gentleman makes a perfectly valid 
point, and it is incumbent on all signatories of the NPT to comply with its provisions in all 
respects. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105
h0002.htm 
 

col 329WH  Richard Burden: … I led a delegation to Gaza and southern Israel this 
February to see the aftermath of Operation Cast Lead. … Nobody could have 
participated in that visit and seen what we saw—the destruction of homes and the 
aftermath of that conflict—without feeling a powerful moral responsibility to bear witness, 
when they returned, to what they had seen and, perhaps most importantly, to try to do 
something about it, in terms of both accountability and ensuring that such a thing never 
happens again. 
About 1,400 Palestinians died, many of them civilians, in the course of Operation Cast 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0002.htm
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Lead. During that period, 13 Israelis also died, three of them civilians. We owe it to all of 
them to ensure that we do what we can. It is not simply a historical matter of what 
happened in December 2008 and January 2009. Those events were preceded by an 
ongoing blockade of Gaza and continuing occupation of the west bank. Israel would also 
argue that they were preceded by rocket attacks on Sderot and other towns in southern 
Israel. 
Since the events of December 2008 and January 2009, the blockade has continued, as 
has the violence. To illustrate how important it is that we do the right thing in relation to 
arms export controls, I draw the Minister’s attention to the latest report from the United 
Nations Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the occupied territories. 
The report says that in the past week, 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105
h0003.htm  
 

“Israeli forces have continued to prohibit Palestinian access to agricultural land along the 
border fence and to fishing areas within three nautical miles from the sea, through firing 
warning shots in the direction of farmers and fishermen. During the reporting period, 
Israeli forces opened fire against Palestinian fisherman and farmers on at least three 
occasions. In addition, in three separate incidents, Israeli forces entered with tanks and 
bulldozers a few hundred metres into the border areas and conducted levelling 
operations.” …  
Jeremy Corbyn: … The issue relates not just to the recent conflict in Gaza, but to the 
many Palestinian deaths during the occupation and the second intifada while we were 
still exporting arms and equipment—particularly naval equipment—to Israel. …  
Some years ago, Britain exported equipment for armoured personnel carriers to Israel. It 
was exported on the understanding that it would not be used in contravention of criteria 2 
and 3 of the arms export licensing criteria and so would not be used for internal 
repression or external aggression. It was pretty well proved that the armoured personnel 
carriers were used for those purposes against the Palestinians. … 
… the Foreign Office Minister’s letter of 22 July … stated: “… we continue to rigorously 
apply the licensing criteria, and it was on this basis that we revoked the licences. There is 
no embargo in place against Israel, and all decisions continue to be taken in line with 
announced government policy. But clearly, the decision to revoke the five licences in 
question will also influence our thinking when assessing future licence applications.” 
I am pleased that this will influence our thinking when considering future licence 
applications. However, with the background of the armoured personnel carriers, Israel’s 
reaction to two intifadas, the years of ongoing military activity against Palestinians and 
the blockade of Gaza, how did we get into the position of having to revoke extant 
licences if we were always rigorously assessing the risks? … 
Col 334WH  …we should consider having a complete embargo on all arms trade of any 
sort with Israel while it continues the policy of illegal settlements in the west bank and the 
imprisonment of the people of Gaza, and while it flouts the rest of the world’s 
international law on the development of nuclear weapons. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105
h0004.htm 
 

col 346WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business, Innovation 
and Skills (Ian Lucas): …The activity of the Israeli Government was something that we 
had not previously anticipated. For example, in respect of the Saar-class Corvettes, we 
had not previously been aware that there had been any circumstances in which those 
had been used in a military context. When we learned that they were being used in that 
way, we revoked the licences. That will, of course, be taken into account when 
determining future licences and is an example of the way in which we will take into 
account changes that occur over a continuing period. 
 

Jeremy Corbyn:  …the use had been to continue the illegal activities of Israel anyway in 
controlling Palestinian movements. That was not new; it has been going on for a very 
long time. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0004.htm
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Ian Lucas: The specific usage of the naval vessel concerned was something of which 
the UK Government had not previously been aware. It was on the basis of that change 
that the action took place and the change of policy was undertaken. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105
h0006.htm  
 

 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Gregory Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps the Government are taking to encourage dialogue between the 
authorities in Israel and Palestine. [296737] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis [holding answer 2 November 2009]: From my right hon. Friend the 
Prime Minister down, we work closely with the Israeli and Palestinian authorities, 
and our international partners, to promote efforts towards a comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. We are also working on the ground to improve the capacity of 
the Palestinian Authority to provide security and services for Palestinians and to 
support economic growth. Both through political engagement and practical 
assistance we are seeking to make progress towards a two-State solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w00
05.htm#09110565000039 

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Coverage on the Goldstone Report 
There have been several reports in the Arab media accusing Britain and France of taking 
action to abort the UN General Assembly’s discussion of the Goldstone report. These are 
utterly false.  
Britain is playing its full part in the debate and - along with its EU partners - is fully 
engaged with the Palestinians on the content of a draft resolution.  
Britain is continuing these negotiations in earnest and in good faith. The EU will be 
issuing a statement at the UNGA debate on the Goldstone Report later today. 
http://foreignofficeviewsonnews.tumblr.com/post/234005602/5-nov-coverage-on-the-
goldstone-report  

 
 
Department for International Development 

Ketchup and lemon juice boost Gaza's starved food supply 
After food producer, Gaza Juice Factory (GJF), was damaged by Israeli military strikes 
early this year, the firm could have been forgiven for playing safe. Since the region’s 
closure in 2007, food choices for residents had become depressingly scarce. Previously 
abundant fresh fish supplies and hot spices had virtually dried up and only 25% of 
imports were reaching residents. Simple staples such as ketchup and chocolate were 
rare and paying inflated prices for smuggled goods was the only option to bring any 
colour to mealtimes. But GJF’s appetite remained and with help from a DFID-funded food 
development programme, they seized the chance to squeeze the best from local 
products. They used lemons and tomatoes to make ketchup and lemon juice – two 
previous Gaza favourites - and within one month had increased sales by 15 per cent. 
Each day, 900 litres of ketchup and 600 litres of lemon juice roll off GJF’s production 
lines. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Ketchup-and-juice-help-put-
flavour-back-in-Gazas-food-/  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/halltext/91105h0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w0005.htm#09110565000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091105/text/91105w0005.htm#09110565000039
http://foreignofficeviewsonnews.tumblr.com/post/234005602/5-nov-coverage-on-the-goldstone-report
http://foreignofficeviewsonnews.tumblr.com/post/234005602/5-nov-coverage-on-the-goldstone-report
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Ketchup-and-juice-help-put-flavour-back-in-Gazas-food-/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Ketchup-and-juice-help-put-flavour-back-in-Gazas-food-/
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United Nations 

General Assembly backs findings of UN report into Gaza conflict 
… After two days of debate in the Assembly, at UN Headquarters in New York, 114 
Member States voted in favour of a resolution endorsing the report’s findings and its 
recommendations for further action. Eighteen States voted against the resolution and 
another 44 countries abstained. … General Assembly President Ali Treki, speaking to 
journalists after the resolution was adopted, said that “this vote is an important 
declaration against impunity. It is a call for justice and accountability.” 
Mr. Treki called on all concerned to devote themselves to implementing the contents of 
the resolution, which asks both the Israelis and Palestinians to carry out independent 
inquiries. 
“Without justice, there can be no progress towards peace. A human being should be 
treated as a human being, regardless of his or her religion, race or nationality.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32859&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91105-
0002.htm#09110555001966  
 

amendment paper (House of Commons) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/070/amend/su070-i.htm  
 

amendment paper (House of Lords) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720511a.15
33-1539.html  
 

Lords amendments to the Bill 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/2009160.pdf 
 

Explanatory Notes to Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/en/2009160en.pdf  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
  
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32859&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91105-0002.htm#09110555001966
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91105-0002.htm#09110555001966
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/070/amend/su070-i.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720511a.1533-1539.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720511a.1533-1539.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/2009160.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/en/2009160en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91105-
0009.htm#09110555001967  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91105-0009.htm#09110555001967
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91105-0009.htm#09110555001967
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
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