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Home Affairs 
UK Parliament Debate 

BBC: Humanism 
Lord Harrison: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, with reference to the Agreement of 
July 2006 between the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport and the BBC, 
what is their assessment of the extent to which the BBC has paid sufficient regard to the 
importance of reflecting humanism in its programmes. …I argue that the BBC has failed 
the humanist community in Britain both in the spirit and in the letter of the 
Communications Act 2003, which requires the BBC to schedule programmes on religion 
and other beliefs, including humanism. …We humanists are atheists who do not have a 
Bible or a Koran, or indeed a Moses bringing tablets down from the mount, to fix our 
beliefs. We make do with our human nature and our life experiences to establish our 
moral values. … Humanism in the UK is significant and substantial in number but still 
single and silent in expression. None of us marches under a humanist banner in anger, 
arms or hatred. Nevertheless, we are subject to verbal excoriation; witness the gratuitous 
attacks on the courageous Professor Dawkins by those who should know better. We 
have been quiet, perhaps for too long. Now that established religion loses heart, 
congregations and credibility, it searches for a scapegoat and chooses us. … When we 
are called, we perform the obedient role of token members of God’s loyal opposition, but 
we have a distinctive voice. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91104-
gc0006.htm#091104107000127  

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Olympic Games 2012: Religious Practice 
Harry Cohen: To ask the Minister for the Olympics what provision has been made to 
respond to demand for facilities to practise faith and prayer arising from the number of 
people visiting London for the 2012 Olympics. [293217] 

Tessa Jowell: We aspire for the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic 
Games to be inclusive to all. The wide diversity of London was one of the bid’s 
greatest strengths and will no doubt help us achieve this aspiration. 
Every organisation involved in the Games has considered faith as part of their 
approach to diversity and inclusion. The Olympic Delivery Authority, the public 
body responsible for developing and building the venues and infrastructure for the 
Games, has already produced Inclusive Design Standards to guide construction 
contractors and sub-contractors. The London Organising Committee of the 
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games has set up a faith reference group for 
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LOCOG to engage with all faith communities to build awareness and advise how 
best to cater for athletes, spectators, media and other client groups attending the 
Games—including signposting visitors to existing facilities. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091104/text/911
04w0003.htm#09110493000026  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Prime Ministers Questions 
Q3. [297505] Dr. Brian Iddon (Bolton, South-East) (Lab): Why have countries like ours 
with good relations with Israel allowed the blockade on Gaza to continue for so long? It is 
denying Gazans the essentials for life, including reconstruction materials, and denying 
them a good living throughout this very cold winter. 
The Prime Minister: I talked to Prime Minister Netanyahu a few days ago and I made it 
clear that not only the policy of Britain but the will of the international community is to 
make sure that supplies can enter Gaza so that the Palestinian people there can be sure 
that they will have a winter in which shortages do not exist. That is the will of the 
international community, it is what we are urging Israel to do, and while I believe that the 
Israelis are right to be worried about security and about terrorism, there is also a 
humanitarian duty to make sure that the people of Gaza are fed. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091104/debtext/91104-
0003.htm  

 
 

United Nations 
General Assembly begins debate on UN rights probe into Gaza conflict 
… In addition to the debate, the Assembly is considering a draft resolution, tabled by the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the Group of Arab States, by which it would endorse 
the report, and request the Secretary-General to transmit it to the Security Council.  
The Assembly would also call for independent investigations by both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians within three months.  
“What the Goldstone report essentially constitutes is another damning record of the 
Israeli crimes committed against our people under occupation,” the Palestinian 
representative, Riyad Mansour, told the Assembly, adding that its recommendations 
represent a significant contribution to the pursuit of accountability and justice. … 
Ambassador Gabriela Shalev of Israel said that the fact-finding mission, with a “one-
sided mandate,” was a politicized body set up to reach pre-determined conclusions. “It is 
the product of the Human Rights Council in Geneva, a body whose obsession with Israel 
had led it to pass more resolutions against Israel than on all other UN Member States put 
together. … 
Opening the meeting, which was slated to hear from more than 40 speakers, Assembly 
President Ali Treki said that despite the political sensitivities associated with the report, 
the question before the Assembly was simple. 
“We have to answer whether the respect of human rights is universal or not? Whether we 
should be divided on human rights issues or should we remain united behind advocating 
their respect all over the world? 
“Let us be clear on what is at stake here: the human rights of nearly 2 million civilians,” 
said Mr. Treki, adding that “without justice there can be no progress towards peace.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32843&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/077/amend/ml077-i.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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