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Home Affairs 

House of Lords 

Introduction: Lord Sacks 
Sir Jonathan Henry Sacks, Knight, having been created Baron Sacks, of Aldgate in the 
City of London, was introduced and made the solemn affirmation, supported by Lord 
Winston and Lord Carey of Clifton. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91027-
0001.htm#09102776000631  
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Community Relations 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Government officials from 40 countries discuss data collection on hate crimes at 
OSCE meeting in Vienna 
Ways of improving state responses in the fight against crimes motivated by racism, 
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance, including against Muslims and 
Christians, were being discussed at an OSCE meeting that started Vienna today. … 
"Without solid data it is difficult to design proper policy responses to address hate 
crimes," said Floriane Hohenberg, head of ODIHR's tolerance and non-discrimination 
department. "There is no clear indication on the number of hate crimes in the OSCE 
region. Not all governments collect data or make it public, and those who do often follow 
widely different methodologies…."  
…The national focal points will discuss data collection by law enforcement agencies, 
criminal justice systems and hate crime legislation in various OSCE participating States. 
They will also look at partnerships which can be developed between civil society and 
focal points to gather more reliable data. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/item_1_41036.html  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Mordechai Vanunu 
Mr. Kilfoyle: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Government of Israel on the situation of Mordechai 
Vanunu. [295258] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We raised Mr Vanunu's case with the Israeli Government on a 
number of occasions during his detention. After Mr Vanunu was released, we then 
raised the conditions of his release with the Israeli Government. 
We will continue to follow the case and should we judge that the circumstances 
have changed to mean that an intervention by the UK is likely to achieve 
significant movement than we will consider making further representations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w00
12.htm#09102795000043 
 

Israel: Nuclear Weapons 
Mr. Kilfoyle: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to (a) the Government of Israel, (b) other countries 
and (c) international agencies regarding Israel's nuclear weapons. [295256] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are clear in our call, both privately and publicly, on Israel to 
accede to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a non-nuclear weapon state. 
We also call on Israel to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office Permanent Under Secretary, Peter 
Ricketts, emphasised our commitment to a Middle East free of weapons of mass 
destruction in meetings during his visit to Israel earlier this month. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w00
11.htm#09102795000040  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Kilfoyle: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his most recent assessment is of the threat to peace in the Middle East posed by Israel's 
possession of nuclear weapons. [295257] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary made clear on 20 
October 2009, Official Report, column 757, the UK has voted consistently in 
support of a nuclear-free Middle East as part of a drive for nuclear disarmament 
around the world. 
We continue to believe that a negotiated solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
delivering a viable Palestinian State alongside a secure Israel, is a critical part of 
achieving peace and security in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w00
12.htm#09102795000042  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK and Israel - closer links  
Minister for the Middle East Ivan Lewis and Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Daniel Ayalon 
met on 27 October to discuss the Middle East Peace Process, Iran and building ever 
closer links between the UK and Israel.  
In a productive meeting, Mr Lewis made clear the UK's continuing concerns about Israeli 
settlement construction in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. They also discussed the 
need for Israel to initiate an independent investigation into the allegations of abuses 
during the Gaza conflict.   

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w0012.htm#09102795000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w0012.htm#09102795000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w0011.htm#09102795000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w0011.htm#09102795000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w0012.htm#09102795000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091027/text/91027w0012.htm#09102795000042
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Ivan Lewis reiterated the UK's desire for Israel to join the Nuclear non-Proliferation Treaty 
as a non-nuclear weapons state.  Both Ministers agreed on the need to make progress 
towards a two-state solution and  Mr Lewis reiterated the UK government's commitment 
to opposing boycott campaigns against Israel. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21099954  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Motions 

S3M-05062 Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (Scottish National Party): Israel's 
Detention of Mohammad Othman— That the Parliament endorses calls by Jewish 
Voice for Peace for the release by Israel of human rights activist Mohammad Othman, 
arrested and detained by Israeli soldiers at the Jordan/Palestine border on his return from 
Norway where he was campaigning in support of the boycott, divestment and sanctions 
campaign against Israeli human rights abuses; notes that this non-violent campaign has 
the support of students, cultural workers, unionists, churches, progressive governments 
and sports fans throughout the world, and believes that the most effective way that the 
Government of Israel could remove the threat of boycott, divestment and sanctions would 
be by respecting human rights, accepting the findings of the report of the United Nations 
Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict to the United Nations Human Rights Council 
and prosecuting those guilty of war crimes, releasing illegally held detainees, dismantling 
illegal Jewish settlements while ceasing the destruction of Palestinian homes and 
compensating those whose homes have been destroyed, withdrawing from the occupied 
territories and ending the blockade of Gaza, the continued enforcement of which has 
seen many civilians killed, including unarmed children reportedly shot by the Israeli 
Defence Force without provocation when it was not threatened. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17574 
 
S3M-05063 Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish Labour): The Scottish 
Parliament Welcomes Fire Fighters from Nablus— That the Parliament warmly 
welcomes the firefighters from Nablus who are in Scotland for three weeks to receive fire 
service training at the Scottish Fire Services College in Gullane, East Lothian; 
congratulates the Fire Brigades Union, the Scottish Government and the college for 
organising and supporting the project that exemplifies the fire service as a fraternity that 
exists across international boundaries, and believes that this type of collaboration with 
Palestinian public service workers is important in keeping skills up to date and will benefit 
ordinary citizens living in the occupied Palestinian territories. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17575 
 

 
Amnesty 

Israel / Occupied Palestinian Territories: New report accuses Israel of denying 
water to Palestinians 
Amnesty's … report - Troubled Waters: Palestinians denied fair access to water - shows 
how Israel uses over 80% of the water from the Mountain Aquifer, the main source of 
underground water in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT), while 
restricting Palestinian access to a mere 20%. … Some 180,000-200,000 Palestinians 
living in rural communities have no access to running water and the Israeli army often 
prevents them from even collecting rainwater. In contrast, Israeli settlers, who live in the 
West Bank in violation of international law, have intensive-irrigation farms, lush gardens 
and swimming pools. Numbering about 450,000, the settlers use as much or more water 
than the entire Palestinian population of some 2.3 million. … Troubled Waters explains 
that Israel has appropriated large areas of the water-rich Palestinian land it occupies and 
barred Palestinians from accessing them. In the West Bank and East Jerusalem it has 
also imposed a complex system of permits which the Palestinians must obtain from the 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21099954
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17574
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17575
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Israeli army and other authorities in order to carry out water-related projects in the OPT. 
Applications for such permits are often rejected or subject to long delays. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18466  
 
Troubled Waters – Palestinians Denied Fair Access to Water 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19771.pdf  

 
 
United Nations 

Jerusalem must be capital of both Israel and Palestine, Ban says 
Jerusalem must be the capital of two States – Israel and Palestine – living side-by-side in 
peace and security, with arrangements for the holy sites acceptable to all, if peace in the 
Middle East is to be achieved, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned today. … He 
cited as obstacles to peace continued Israeli evictions and house demolitions in East 
Jerusalem, the latest occurring yesterday, closure of Palestinian institutions there, and 
the expansion of settlements contrary to international law and the Roadmap peace plan 
… “Only with the achievement of a two-State solution, and a comprehensive Arab-Israeli 
peace, will Jerusalem be fully restored to its rightful place as a symbol of sanctity, 
brotherhood and peace for the entire world,” he concluded. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32762&Cr=jerusalem&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/su069-iiia.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
** Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91027-
0002.htm#09102776000637  
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/amend/am074-b.htm  
 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18466
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19771.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32762&Cr=jerusalem&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/su069-iiia.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91027-0002.htm#09102776000637
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91027-0002.htm#09102776000637
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/amend/am074-b.htm


 
5 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 2 days 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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