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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prevent 
David Tredinnick (Bosworth) (Con): If [the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department] will assess the value for money of his Department's expenditure on the 
Prevent strand of its counter-terrorism strategy. [295129] 
Mr. Greg Hands (Hammersmith and Fulham) (Con): If [the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department] will assess the value for money of his Department's expenditure on 
the Prevent strand of its counter-terrorism strategy. [295131] 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Alan Johnson): Prevent is 
an essential aspect of the Contest counter-terrorism strategy designed to 
safeguard our country and its citizens. The Prevent strategy aims to stop people 
becoming terrorists or supporting violent extremism through a variety of initiatives 
focused on local communities. Delivery of the strategy, expenditure and impact, is 
monitored routinely to ensure value for money, and effectiveness. 

David Tredinnick: I am grateful to the Secretary of State for that reply, but is not the 
great problem that there is no guarantee that that money is not finding its way into the 
hands of extremist groups? When is he going to have a proper audit of this expenditure 
to convince the House that it is going to the right place? 

Alan Johnson: … it would be strange indeed to have a strategy that did not 
concentrate on preventing young people, in particular, from being radicalised in 
the first place. Having developed the strategy, of course we have to ensure that 
the money is used effectively on behalf of the taxpayer and is not finding its way 
into the hands of extremists. There is absolutely no evidence of that whatsoever. 
…  

Mr. Hands: In 2005, Tony Blair announced that Hizb ut-Tahrir would be banned, which 
we support, but that never came to pass. Further, the Government should put a total ban 
on Hezbollah. Can the Secretary of State tell us why Ministers have been so slow to take 
action against these extremist groups? 

Alan Johnson: … we are a functioning democracy that is very careful about the 
organisations we proscribe, which should be those that particularly and specifically 
refer to the use of violence to meet their aims. That level has not been reached. …  
Alan Johnson: … I am not saying that the Prevent strategy operates perfectly, 
but we can point to areas of the country where it has been extremely influential. It 
is not aimed at one particular group of people: it is aimed at helping Muslims within 
communities to argue effectively against those who seek to radicalise the whole 
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community and at working with them to do that. … 
Chris Huhne (Eastleigh) (LD): Does the Home Secretary agree that spying on innocent 
Muslims could destroy relationships within the community and between the community 
and the police? … 

Alan Johnson: … Prevent has absolutely nothing to do with spying on 
communities; spying on communities has absolutely nothing to do with Prevent, 
full stop. … if Prevent were used to spy on communities, it would be worthless. 
However, many people from those communities would come to this Dispatch Box 
and speak up for the policy if they could. Guidance, which is very strictly adhered 
to, ensures that there is the necessary proportionate response and that any use of 
Prevent is in accordance with the guidelines that we publish. … 

To read the full transcript of the exchange see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091026/debtext/91026-
0001.htm#09102612000037  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091026/debtext/91026-
0002.htm  
 
 

Non-Domestic Rates: Religious Buildings 
Mr. Stewart Jackson: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government pursuant to the answer to the hon. Member for Bromley and Chislehurst of 3 
June 2009, Official Report, column 591W, on non-domestic rates: religious buildings, 
what criteria the Registrar General uses when determining whether to certify the 
premises of a faith community or religion as a place of religious worship. [294776] 

Meg Hillier: The Places of Worship Registration Act 1855 provides for places of 
meeting for religious worship to be certified to the Registrar General but does not 
apply to the established Church. When considering the registration of a building 
which has been certified as a place of religious worship, the Registrar General 
applies the judgment by the Court of Appeal in the Segerdal case. The main 
finding in the judgment is that the words ‘place of meeting for religious worship’ in 
the Act connote a place of which the principal use is for people to come together 
as a congregation to worship God or do reverence to a deity. Apart from the 
Church of England and the Church in Wales, any faith or denomination which 
meets these criteria would be capable of recognition under the 1855 Act. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091026/text/91026w00
30.htm#09102635000032  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Hatred: Prosecutions 
Mr. Grieve: To ask the Solicitor-General how many prosecutions have been brought for 
the offence of incitement to religious hatred under Part 3A of the Public Order Act 1986 
as amended by the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006; and how many convictions 
have resulted. [295749] 

The Solicitor-General: To date one prosecution has been brought but has not 
concluded: a person has been charged and a trial date has yet to be fixed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091026/text/91026w00
03.htm#09102614000051  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK/Arab forum: Meeting the challenges together  
Ivan Lewis commented on the importance of the UK/Arab social and economic 
relationship … I also want to be explicit today when I say that the UK strongly believes 
that key to regional stability and security is two states – a viable Palestine state alongside 
a secure Israel – realizing the national aspirations of both people. We would underline 
the words viable and secure. Borders must be based on the line of 1967 and both states 
must share Jerusalem as their capital city and there must be security guarantees for 
Israel and justice for Palestinian refugees.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21096864  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91026-
0002.htm#09102610000783  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/ml069-iii.htm  
 

  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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Other Relevant Information 

Supreme Court 

R (on the application of E) (Respondent) v Governing Body of JFS and the 
Admissions Appeal Panel of JFS (Appellants) and others 
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/current-cases/CCCaseDetails/case_2009_0105.html  

TOP 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 3 days 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
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