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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Question 
Mr. McCartney: … Does my right hon. Friend have any comment to make about the 
complaint by the chief rabbi of Poland about the recent election of Michal Kaminski to the 
leadership of the Conservative group, given his neo-Nazi links? Does my right hon. 
Friend think that that was an appropriate election, supported as it was by the leaders of 
the Opposition in this country? 

David Miliband: The future of this country depends on wholehearted engagement 
in the European Union, making Britain’s case and ensuring that we are part of a 
mainstream majority. This Government are proud to be alongside 27 Governments 
and 26 opposition parties in saying that now is the time to put the Lisbon treaty 
into practice and to ensure that it benefits all the citizens of Europe. It is a great 
pity that the Conservative party is stuck in the past. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-
0003.htm#09102046000028  
 

Higher Education: Radicalism 
Mrs. Iris Robinson: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation 
and Skills what steps he is taking to minimise the influence of extremist Islamic activists 
in universities. [293660] 

Mr. Lammy: There is some evidence of extremist or radical groups or individuals 
operating on a handful of campuses. Where the problem occurs it is very serious 
but it is not widespread. As part of HMG’s Prevent strategy, there are a range of 
activities taking place within universities to help them manage the risk of violent 
extremism or radicalisation taking place within their institutions. 

1. In January 2008, the former Department for Innovation, Universities and 
Skills issues guidance to all universities in England setting out practical 
advice and guidance on how to increase cohesion on campus and manage 
the risk of violent extremism. 
2. This guidance is now being followed up with targeted support from BIS 
officials and police colleagues to some universities which fall within Prevent 
funded local authority areas. 
3. BIS are also funding a full time inter-faith and Prevent officer at the NUS 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0003.htm#09102046000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0003.htm#09102046000028
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to work specifically to raise awareness and undertake training of NUS staff 
and officers. 
4. Funding is being given to the Association of Muslim Chaplains in Higher 
Education through the CLG Community Leadership Fund to help them 
increase their capacity to support Muslim Chaplains working in HE and 
enable to them to deliver more effective pastoral support for Muslim 
students. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w00
23.htm#09102066000084  
 

 
Downing Street e-petition 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to remove collective worship from all non-
faith schools. As a British Citizen I wish to encourage my child to understand, respect 
and tolerate those with different cultural and religious backgrounds. Having sent my child 
to a non-faith school in the UK I find my child is being encouraged to participate in 
collective worship broadly Christian in nature. I have the option to remove my child but 
feel that this puts unnecessary pressure on myself and my child within the school and our 
community, therefore our views are not understood, respected nor tolerated by them or 
the Government and this isn’t just. Please take collective worship out of non-faith schools 
and leave it for faith schools, places of worship and home. 

Government Response: All community, foundation or voluntary schools must 
offer a daily act of collective worship which is broadly of a Christian character in 
keeping with the religious traditions of this country. This should be appropriate to 
the age and family background of the pupils. 
Collective worship is a long standing aspect of school life.  Many parents want 
their children to benefit from collective worship whether or not they have a strong 
Christian belief themselves.  Schools can apply to the SACRE (Standing Advisory 
Council for Religious Education) for a determination to have the requirement for 
collective worship lifted, if it is not appropriate for the pupils in their school.  
We believe that collective worship provides the opportunity for pupils to reflect on 
spiritual and moral issues and to explore the concept of belief.  It also offers a 
unique opportunity to develop and celebrate the school’s ethos and establish 
shared values within the school community. 
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from collective worship, and pupils in 
the sixth form have the right to withdraw without parental consent. This right 
should be freely exercisable and a school must agree to any such request.  
Parents do not have to state their reasons for wanting to withdraw their child from 
collective worship. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21045  

 TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) what estimate 
he has made of the number of anti-Semitic attacks during Jewish high holy days in (a) 
2008 and (b) 2009; and if he will make a statement; [R] [293290] 
(2) what steps the Government is taking to protect the Jewish community from anti-
Semitic attacks; and if he will make a statement. [R] [293291] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0023.htm#09102066000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0023.htm#09102066000084
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21045
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Mr. Alan Campbell: The Government abhor all forms of hate crime. It is not 
possible to make estimates of the number of anti-Semitic attacks during Jewish 
high holy days. However, the Association of Chief Police Officers National 
Community Tension Team (NCTT) collects intelligence data on hate crime which 
informs police deployment decisions and acts as an indicator of community 
tension. As such, NCTT data can inform responses to fluctuations in anti-Semitic 
attacks connected to particular events on an operational basis for the police. 
The Home Office has identified £5 million from the 2009-10 budget of the Office 
for Security and Counter Terrorism (OSCT) to reduce the vulnerability of crowded 
places to terrorist attack. This funding will be allocated to priorities identified by 
local partnerships and risk assessments carried out by Counter Terrorism Security 
Advisers (CTSAs). The funding will be directed at local authorities to improve the 
protection of crowded places locations and third sector organisations, such as the 
Community Security Trust, should work with local authorities to explore how they 
may make use of this funding. 
The All-Party Inquiry into Anti-Semitism: Government Response One year on 
Progress Report published in May 2008 set out our current programme of work to 
combat anti-Semitism. A command paper will be published by May 2010 setting 
out further progress. We have also recently published a Cross-Government Hate 
Crime Action Plan to tackle all forms of hate crime, including anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w00
07.htm#09102047000066  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestine 
Andrew Gwynne (Denton and Reddish) (Lab): What discussions he has had with his 
Egyptian counterparts on progress towards a Palestinian reconciliation agreement. 
[293906] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (David 
Miliband): I spoke to the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, last 
Friday. As I understand it, despite Fatah agreeing to Egypt’s proposals, Hamas 
has not. The Foreign Minister told me that the original deadline and further 
repeated deadlines for reaching agreement among the Palestinian factions will not 
be met. I told the Foreign Minister that we continued to favour any reconciliation 
which supported peace negotiations and enhanced efforts to improve governance, 
security and the economy in the Palestinian territories. 

Andrew Gwynne: I understand that difficult negotiations are continuing to try to bring 
about Palestinian unity, which will be crucial. Will my right hon. Friend give his assurance 
that that unity will be based on the renunciation of violence as the first step to the 
creation of a viable Palestinian state, as part of a two-state solution with Israel? 

David Miliband: My hon. Friend takes a detailed interest in these issues and I 
know that his commitment to a two-state solution is profound. He is right that 
negotiations need to take place on the basis of the renunciation of violence. There 
is no path to a Palestinian state through violence, and it is precisely the sort of 
accord and determination to renounce violence that is recognised by the majority 
of the Palestinian people and needs to be recognised by all their leaders. 

Mr. Malcolm Moss (North-East Cambridgeshire) (Con): Unlike the Egyptians, who 
turned up to vote in the UN Human Rights Council meeting last week on the Goldstone 
report on the recent conflict in Gaza, is it not deeply disappointing to find that our own 
representatives stayed away? This seems to have put us in the same voting camp as 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0007.htm#09102047000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0007.htm#09102047000066
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Angola, Kyrgyzstan and Madagascar, three of the world’s worst dictatorships. What 
message was the Foreign Office trying to send to the community by staying away from 
that important vote last week? 

David Miliband: The Government do not stay away from the question at all. As 
the hon. Gentleman should know, the Prime Minister was working closely with 
President Sarkozy of France, which I do not think even the Conservative party 
would describe as a dictatorship, on three key issues: first, an independent inquiry 
into the allegations at the heart of the Goldstone report; secondly, greater 
humanitarian aid into Gaza; and thirdly, a restart of the peace process. The vote 
was called in the middle of the discussions between the Prime Minister, President 
Sarkozy and Prime Minister Netanyahu. I think it is right that the United Kingdom 
takes every opportunity to drive forward on those three key issues, the aims of 
which have previously been supported by the Opposition. 

Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): Now that the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission has decided that Israel and Hamas have committed war crimes and 
possibly crimes against humanity, and with Israel continuing to flout President Obama’s 
injunction to stop building in settlements, what action are we going to take to stop these 
blatant violations of international law? 

David Miliband: It is absolutely right that we stick to the position that we have 
held since the publication of the Goldstone report—that, on the one hand, it did not 
do enough to recognise Israel’s right to self-defence but, on the other, it did raise 
serious issues that democratic Governments should address through the sort of 
full and independent inquiry that is important. Democratic Governments are held to 
higher standards than terrorist organisations, and such Administrations need to 
live up to them. That is why it is in Israel’s interest, never mind the international 
community’s interest, that there be a proper independent inquiry. That is precisely 
what the Prime Minister was working for last Friday, and we will continue to work 
for it. 

Mr. Mark Francois (Rayleigh) (Con): When the UN Human Rights Council voted to 
endorse the Goldstone report on the conflict in Gaza, the text of the motion made no 
reference at all to Hamas, despite the fact that it was heavily criticised in the report itself. 
Given that the motion was so clearly unbalanced, therefore, does the Secretary of State 
agree that the Government should have voted against it, as the United States did, rather 
than not even registering a formal abstention but simply not voting at all? We interrupt 
meetings here all the time to vote. Why could they not have done that? 

David Miliband: For the record, I am afraid that the hon. Gentleman has not 
understood what actually happened at the launch of the Goldstone report. The 
resolution setting up the report was, indeed, deeply unbalanced, and it did not 
refer to Hamas. That is why we welcomed the fact that Judge Goldstone 
immediately said that his inquiry would be into Hamas’s alleged violations of 
international law, as well as Israel’s, and he was right to do so. The hon. 
Gentleman will know that, frankly, asking Hamas to set up an independent inquiry 
is whistling in the wind, but it is right none the less that we say to a democratic 
Government such as Israel, whom we do respect, that their interests are best 
served by the sort of independent, full and transparent inquiry that has 
distinguished Israeli public life in the past. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-
0002.htm#09102046000021  
 

Arab Peace Initiative 
Mrs. Anne McGuire (Stirling) (Lab): What recent discussions his Department has had 
with the Palestinian Authority on the Arab peace initiative; and if he will make a 
statement. [293910] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr. Ivan Lewis): I 
visited the Palestinian territories in August, and met Ministers and the President’s 
chief of staff. The Foreign Secretary spoke to the Palestinian Prime Minister, 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0002.htm#09102046000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0002.htm#09102046000021
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Salam Fayyad, most recently on 12 October. All our discussions include the need 
for urgent progress towards a comprehensive peace in the middle east, with a 
two-state solution between the Israelis and the Palestinians underpinned by a 
broader peace between Israel and the entire Arab world. 

Mrs. McGuire: I thank my hon. Friend for that response. He may be aware that on 9 
October, in Israel’s Ha’aretz newspaper, King Abdullah of Jordan said: 
“We have no alternative but to pursue a negotiated settlement that will meet Israel’s 
security needs and ensure it has normal relations in the region, and fulfils the 
Palestinians’ right to freedom and statehood.” 
Given that the Israeli Government have not yet formulated a response to the Arab peace 
initiative, what more can Britain do to encourage them to support that initiative, which I 
think, frankly, gives an unprecedented opportunity for 57 nations to have normal relations 
with Israel in the context of a wider settlement? 

Mr. Lewis: What can I say, Mr. Speaker? My right hon. Friend is absolutely right. I 
believe genuinely that this is the last best chance for peace in the middle east for a 
generation. We should give our full support to the initiative led by President 
Obama, particularly with the appointment of Senator Mitchell. This is now the time 
in the middle east for responsible and visionary leadership. As my right hon. 
Friend the Secretary of State laid out recently, the basis of the agreement is clear: 
a secure Israel alongside a viable Palestinian state; resolving the issues of final 
borders, based on ’67 including issues of settlements and Jerusalem; justice for 
Palestinian refugees; and not simply recognition of Israel by the Arab world, but 
normalisation in relations towards Israel by the Arab world. 

Mr. Crispin Blunt (Reigate) (Con): Will the Minister assure the House that the Foreign 
Office will encourage all Arab Governments of the continuing relevance and importance 
of the Arab peace initiative, and to back it not only with hard diplomacy, but with soft 
diplomacy aimed at the Israeli population? 

Mr. Lewis: I agree entirely with the hon. Gentleman. It is important not only that 
we see justice for the Palestinians in terms of the Palestinian state, but that we 
give assurances to the Israeli people that their security will be protected should a 
two-state agreement be reached. That is why it is so important that the Arab world 
sends very clear and strong messages to terrorist organisations such as Hamas 
and Hezbollah that they are obstacles to peace, and that they are not furthering 
the cause of a Palestinian state. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-
0003.htm#09102046000025  
 

Topical Questions 
Dr. Phyllis Starkey (Milton Keynes, South-West) (Lab): Does the Foreign Secretary 
agree that the appropriate response of the Israeli Government to the Arab peace offer 
would have been an unequivocal commitment to an immediate settlement freeze, as all 
the settlements are illegal under international law. What can be done to ensure that they 
do this now? 

Mr. Lewis: I agree with my hon. Friend. President Obama has made it clear that 
the trigger for comprehensive negotiations that will lead to a two-state solution are, 
first, the freezing of illegal Israeli settlements, which has long been the British 
position, and, secondly, a positive gesture towards the state of Israel from the 
Arab world. We believe that there is no time to waste in responding positively to 
President Obama’s initiative. … 

David Cairns (Inverclyde) (Lab): One small cause for optimism in the middle east is the 
security improvements on the west bank, which have been brought about by the 
Palestinian Authority finally getting a grip on security there and the Israelis responding by 
opening road blocks. Will the Foreign Secretary continue to provide full support and 
backing to General Dayton and his largely British team, who have done so much to bring 
about that improved state of affairs? 

David Miliband: Yes, I have worked closely with General Dayton, who has done 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0003.htm#09102046000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0003.htm#09102046000025
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an important job, with support from his British No. 2. The commitment to improving 
Palestinian security was to be found in phase one of the road map, and the Israeli 
commitment was meant to be to freeze the settlements alongside that. The fact 
that the Palestinian Authority are determined to follow through on their 
commitment to improving Palestinian security is right, and it is also reaping 
dividends in the form of the economic benefits that can be seen by anyone who 
goes to Ramallah or anywhere else in the west bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-
0004.htm  
 

Gaza 
Mr. Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to ensure early consideration by the United Nations of the report 
of the United Nations fact finding mission on the Gaza conflict. [293918] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The report of the UN Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza conflict 
has already been considered by the UN. It was discussed in an open meeting of 
the Security Council on 14 October 2009 and by a Special Session of the Human 
Rights Council on 15 and 16 October 2009. As we made clear in those 
discussions, while we have concerns about aspects of the report, there are 
serious issues remaining about both parties’ conduct during Operation Cast Lead. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w00
14.htm#09102047000135  
 

West Bank 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the United States Administration on the security 
situation in the West Bank. [293921] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary met US Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton most recently on 11 October 2009. Their conversation 
focused on the need for all parties to exercise restraint and to calm tensions in 
Jerusalem, and the need to launch negotiations between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. The UK and US work together to give strong support to the 
Palestinian Authority’s work to improve the capability of and reform the Palestinian 
security forces. We commend the Palestinian Authority for the improvements it 
has made, which have delivered real changes in the lives of many on the West 
Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w00
14.htm#09102047000138  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Department for International Development 

Speech by Douglas Alexander:  Health and education – where faith fits 
… in the past, Governments and political parties have sometimes given the impression 
that they are happy to talk to faith organisations about policy, but only on the basis that 
faith is somehow left behind.  
I think that’s changing now for the better – and not before time. Because while there may 
be a prevailing assumption that the importance of faith has diminished here in the UK 
over the past fifty years, the last census showed that three-quarters of the population of 
this country describe themselves as having a faith.  
And if we look across the world we see that the reach and power of faith is growing, not 
diminishing, and that the shape of faith is changing. In many parts of Central and South 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/debtext/91020-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0014.htm#09102047000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0014.htm#09102047000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0014.htm#09102047000138
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091020/text/91020w0014.htm#09102047000138
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America, Protestant evangelicals are challenging the continuing dominance of the 
Catholic Church. In China and the former Soviet Union, religious and spiritual 
movements are stirring after a long hibernation. Secular Arab nationalism has been 
challenged of course by a resurgent Islam stretching from North Africa to South Asia. 
Christianity continues to grow apace across Africa and Asia.  
So even the most secular politician or development expert, looking at the world today, is 
led to a realisation: surely, faith cannot simply be ignored. … 
the role of faith groups in creating public support for development in this country is I 
would suggest not limited to the great networks of campaigning and advocacy that have 
been created over the past decade. At a much more profound, much deeper level, the 
faiths provide both a repository of and a transmitter for the moral and ethical values that 
motivate many engaged in the work of development. 
For as it is written in the Torah: “love thy neighbour as thyself”, so too the prophet 
Muhammed said “that which you want for yourself, seek for mankind”. 
As Buddhists teach us “hurt not others in ways that you find yourself hurtful”, Sikhs aspire 
to “Treat others as you would be treated yourself”.  
As Christians follow the code of “do unto others what you would have them do unto you”, 
Hindus proclaim “the sum of duty is not do unto others what would cause pain if done to 
you”. 
That is a golden thread running through the faiths of the world, that has – I would argue - 
provided the moral and ethical foundations without which neither the Millennium 
Development Goals, nor the universal declaration on human rights would be 
conceivable.  … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Speeches-and-articles/2009/Health-and-Education--
Where-Faith-Fits/ 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/ml069-ir.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Speeches-and-articles/2009/Health-and-Education--Where-Faith-Fits/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Speeches-and-articles/2009/Health-and-Education--Where-Faith-Fits/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/ml069-ir.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91020-
0004.htm#09102048000528  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91020-
0014.htm#09102076000073  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/2009074.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 
List of Ministerial Responsibilities Including Executive Agencies and Non-
Ministerial Departments 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/301888/lmr-oct09.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** Closes in 5 days 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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