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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Water Charges 
Mr. Hurd: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs with 
reference to his Department’s press release of 14 July 2009 on surface water drainage 
charges, DEFRA Minister pledges action on rain tax, what the timetable is for the 
introduction of new guidance to water companies. [292227] 

Huw Irranca-Davies: The Government announced on 28 September that they will 
bring forward legislation to enable water and sewerage companies to operate 
concessionary schemes for community groups for surface water drainage 
charges. The legislation will be brought in as part of a Flood and Water 
Management Bill at the earliest opportunity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091014/text/91014w00
13.htm#09101517000125  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Middle East 
Bob Spink: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the government of Israel on its policy priorities for (a) 
Gaza and (b) the West Bank; and if he will make a statement. [292961] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are in regular contact with Israeli Ministers and officials. My 
right hon. Friend the Prime Minster spoke to Prime Minister Netanyahu on 18 
September. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to Defence Minister 
Barak on 13 October. These discussions cover a range of issues, including Israeli 
policies in the west bank, east Jerusalem and Gaza. Israel has legitimate 
concerns about its security and is right to demand the immediate release of Gilad 
Shalit. However, we are clear where we believe Israeli policies undermine hopes 
of peace and cause Palestinian civilians to suffer, notably through Israeli 
settlement building and movement restrictions in the west bank and east 
Jerusalem, and the restrictions on people and goods moving in and out of Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091014/text/91014w00
02.htm#09101517000037  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/am069-d.htm    
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission forces BNP to change its constitution and membership criteria after 
legal case victory 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission announced today that it has won its legal 
case against the British National Party. The Commission has agreed to adjourn the case 
following the BNP’s confirmation that it will accept the Commission’s requirement that it 
change its constitution and membership criteria.  The BNP has also agreed to not accept 
any new members until its new constitution comes into force.  
In an order issued at the Central London County Court this morning, the BNP has agreed 
to use all reasonable endeavours to revise its constitution so that it does not discriminate, 
either directly or indirectly on any 'protected characteristic' - for example on the grounds 
of race, ethnic or religious status - as defined in clause 4 of the Equality Bill. These 
changes must be carried out as soon as reasonably practicable, and no later than three 
months from today. 
The order also states that from 15 October 2009, until the new constitution comes into 
effect, BNP Chairman Nick Griffin will close the membership of the Party to all new 
membership applications and prevent the Party from accepting into membership any new 
member. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/commission-forces-bnp-to-change-its-
constitution-and-membership-criteria-after-legal-case-victory/  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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