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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Educational Visits: Vetting 
Mr. Brady: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
guidance his Department provides on overseas exchange visits for children of school 
age, with particular reference to whether Criminal Records Bureau checks should be 
undertaken for (a) British families having contact with children and (b) overseas families 
who have contact with visiting British children. [292146] 

Dawn Primarolo: Chapter 4 of the “Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment 
in Education” guidance, which came into force on 1 January 2007, sets out the 
Department's strong recommendation that volunteers who help regularly with 
activities associated with the school or further education college and are in 
unsupervised contact with children, including new host families who provide care 
for students from overseas, should be CRB checked. 
Under the new vetting and barring scheme those who provide care and 
accommodation for children under 18 for reward or by arrangement made outside 
the family will be engaged in 'regulated activity', and this is made clear in interim 
guidance the Government are issuing today about the new scheme. This means 
that in a two parent family, both parents will have to register with the scheme. 
Further guidance about registration with the ISA, which begins in summer 2010, 
will be produced in due course. We cannot impose this requirement on host 
families in other countries who provide care for British children. 
However schools should satisfy themselves that adequate safeguarding 
arrangements have been put in place to protect children. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w00
49.htm#09101322000050  
 

Shia Courts 
Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what recent discussions he 
has had on Shia courts in the United Kingdom; and if he will make a statement. [287969] 

Bridget Prentice: It is assumed the hon. Member is asking about Sharia councils. 
Sharia councils do not describe themselves as Sharia ‘courts’ because they do not 
have powers to enforce their decisions. Sharia councils are not part of the court 
system in England and Wales. There are a number of Sharia councils in England 
and Wales that, on a private basis, when the parties consent, apply Sharia 
principles to reach resolution of personal and contractual disputes. Some councils 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0049.htm#09101322000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0049.htm#09101322000050
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have several branches in major cities but councils are not unified under one 
system governing their approach to issues or their administration so their 
processes and even their interpretation of Sharia principles may differ. 
I also refer the hon. Member to an answer given by my noble Friend Lord Bach on 
21 May 2009, Official Report, House of Lords, column WA362. The Government 
have also commissioned a small-scale research project to investigate the number 
and distribution of Sharia councils in England and Wales. There has not been any 
recent ministerial discussions on Sharia councils. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w00
37.htm#0910139000084 

 
 
Home Affairs Committee 

The Home Office’s counter-terrorism policy 
The Home Affairs Committee is today announcing the scope of its investigation into 
elements of the Home Office's counter-terrorism policy.  The inquiry will focus on the 
following issues:  

• The immediate response of the Home Office to a terrorist attack, including the 
effectiveness of the Civil Contingencies Committee ("COBRA") in coordinating an 
immediate Government response; 

• The potential use of intercept evidence and the value of control orders; 
• The misuse and misapplication of anti-terrorism powers; 
• Anti-terrorism measures at the European level. … 

The remit of the Home Affairs Committee is to examine the expenditure, administration 
and policy of the Home Office and its associated public bodies.   
To read the full press release see 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Overseas Trade 
Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will take steps to introduce legislation to ensure that companies operating out of illegal 
Israeli settlements cannot trade in the United Kingdom. [289631] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are clear that settlement construction is a violation of 
international law and so we will continue to press the Israeli Government 
immediately to freeze all settlement activity. But we have no plans to introduce 
legislation on the subject. 

Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps he has taken to ensure that Government departments and agencies do 
not make purchases from illegal Israeli settlements. [289632] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) does not have 
explicit policy precluding the purchase of goods emanating from the settlements in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. However, in practice the FCO in London and 
FCO posts seek to avoid purchase of goods from settlements. A recent example 
of this is when our Embassy in Tel Aviv stopped negotiations to lease premises in 
Africa-Israel’s Kirya Tower when the company was unable to give assurances that 
it and its subsidiaries were not involved in settlement construction or support for 
settler organisations. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0037.htm#0910139000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0037.htm#0910139000084
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm


 
3 

 

Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with HM Treasury on the legality of collecting 
customs duties on exports from illegal Israeli settlements. [289633] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Our officials continue to have discussions with HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC), regarding the import of goods from Israel and Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs), especially consignments originating from illegal 
Israeli settlements. 
Products from Israeli settlements in the OPTs are not prohibited by the law in the 
UK. However, in accordance with the EU-Israel Association Agreement, HMRC 
continue to ensure that all consignments originating from illegal Israeli settlements 
do not benefit from preferential EU tariff rates. 

Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to discourage UK nationals from buying properties in illegal Israeli 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories. [289634] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK’s position has been consistently robust—settlements are 
illegal, they are clear violation of international law. The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office’s travel advice clearly outlines the UK position and that 
potential purchasers should be aware that a future peace deal between Israel and 
the Palestinians, or between Israel and Syria, could have consequences for 
property purchased in these settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w00
09.htm#09101240000062  

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to the Israeli government on the expansion of 
settlements in the Occupied Golan Heights. [289625] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK’s position is clear on Israeli settlements in occupied 
territory: they are illegal, a clear violation of international law and an impediment to 
the peace process. We have made this frequently clear to Israeli government and 
will continue to do so. 

Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli government on its decision to expand 
the settlement east of Jerusalem at Ma'ale Adumim. [289861] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK's position is clear: all settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian territories, including the west bank and east Jerusalem, are a clear 
violation of international law. This includes the settlement of Ma'ale Adumim. 
We will continue to press Israel to adhere to its 2003 Road Map commitments, 
including to freeze immediately all settlement activity and remove all outposts 
erected since 2001. We regard a freeze on the expansion of settlements as a key 
element in restarting peace talks. 

Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli government on the threatened evictions 
of Palestinians from their homes in East Jerusalem. [289862] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We remain concerned by the continued eviction of Palestinian 
families in East Jerusalem. The UK has raised its concerns with the Israeli 
Government and calls on Israel to suspend these eviction notices immediately. 
We fully support the action the EU presidency has taken to do likewise and their 
21 July 2009 statement on the issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w00
09.htm#09101240000068  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0009.htm#09101240000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0009.htm#09101240000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0009.htm#09101240000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0009.htm#09101240000068
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Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Dr. Blackman-Woods: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent discussions he has had with the US administration on progress 
towards a two-state solution for the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. [290060] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary discussed the Middle 
East Peace Process in a telephone conversation with Senator Mitchell on 7 
September 2009. We, along with our international allies, will continue to pursue 
vigorously a comprehensive peace based on a two-state solution, involving a 
viable Palestinian state living alongside Israel in peace and security. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w00
09.htm#09101240000065  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will propose that the 
Middle East quartet should draw up a plan to end all conflict between Israel and 
Palestine and to settle wider Arab-Israeli issues. [HL5214] 

The Minister for Europe (Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead): We strongly support 
the US approach and that of the quartet. Current US efforts to work with the 
parties to restart negotiations offer the best way forward to end the conflict. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of Visions of 
the Endgame by Tony Klug, published by the Fabian Society and the Oxford Research 
Group. [HL5215] 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: We are in contact with Tony Klug and with 
others who have ideas on the way forward. He provides an interesting model for 
how to conclude negotiations. But we are not yet at that point. Our focus is on 
working closely with the US and other partners to restart negotiations. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they and quartet members 
have taken or will take to prevent Israel breaking international law by (a) increasing the 
number of settlers in the West Bank and east Jerusalem, and (b) issuing orders for 
demolishing Palestinian homes. [HL5240] 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: The quartet statement of 26 June was clear in 
that it “urged the Government of Israel to freeze all settlement activity, including 
natural growth; to dismantle outposts erected since March 2001; and to refrain 
from provocative actions in East Jerusalem, including home demolition and 
evictions”. 
We—and our partners—have been vocal in our opposition to illegal Israeli 
settlement activity and the demolition of Palestinian homes. We will continue to 
press the Israeli Government on these important issues. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will ask the Government of 
Israel to reopen the premises of the Jerusalem Chamber of Commerce, in accordance 
with requirements set out in the road map. [HL5241] 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: We have pressed the Government of Israel at 
the highest levels to allow the reopening of the east Jerusalem institutions, 
including the chamber of commerce, and we continue to call on Israel to do so. In 
his speech to the Knesset in July 2008, my right honourable friend the Prime 
Minister made a public call for the chamber of commerce to be reopened. 
The UK position is clear that a comprehensive peace should be based on two 
states, living side by side within secure and agreed borders based on those of 
1967, with Jerusalem as the capital for both states. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel to hand over to the Palestinian Authority four former 
settlements near Jenin which have been empty since 2005 and are in a closed military 
area. [HL5242] 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0009.htm#09101240000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/text/91012w0009.htm#09101240000065
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Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: We are aware of this issue and have worked, 
and will continue to work, closely with international actors including the quartet 
representative and the United States security co-ordinator, who have asked the 
Israelis to allow these buildings to be used by the Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0002.htm#0910
1214000313  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they expect the first consignments 
of reconstruction materials to enter Gaza; and what support they have given to the 
Egyptian proposal for a joint monitoring committee to supervise supplies entering Gaza. 
[HL5213] 

The Minister for Europe (Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead): According to the UN 
since January 2009, 24 truck loads of reconstruction materials have entered Gaza 
for both private sector use and water related construction projects. However, on 
the whole, shipments of shelter reconstruction materials are still being rejected. 
The UK continues to press the Israeli Government to ease border restrictions and 
permit the flow of humanitarian aid and reconstruction material. We welcome 
Egyptian efforts aimed at easing the tensions around Gaza and so improving 
access. 

Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are taking in 
response to the request of the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator for the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, Mr Maxwell Gaylard, for full and unrestricted access to 
spare parts and materials needed to restore water and sanitation services in Gaza. 
[HL5381] 

Lord Brett: The most recent conflict in Gaza caused considerable damage to 
public infrastructure and exacerbated an already serious situation. Post-conflict 
reconstruction and repair of damaged and deteriorating water infrastructure has 
been significantly delayed due to import restrictions imposed by the Government 
of Israel two years ago. Since then, the Department for International Development 
(DfID) has been engaged with the UN and other donors in advocacy efforts to 
achieve full access for humanitarian items and personnel and materials essential 
to repair homes, schools and infrastructure. We strongly support the UN's 
Framework for the Provision of Minimum Humanitarian Assistance in Gaza, which 
reminds all parties of the obligation to respect humanitarian principles. DfID will 
continue to engage in these advocacy efforts. DfID has also provided funding to a 
number of non-governmental organisations engaged in humanitarian response 
and early recovery activities. This included £600,000 to Oxfam for distribution of 
over 43 million litres of drinking water to more than 63,000 beneficiaries, and basic 
repairs of the water network which improved sanitation for more than 100,000 
people. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0002.htm#0910
1214000307  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether, in the light of their 
decision to talk to Hezbollah in Lebanon, they propose to talk to Hamas as part of the 
peace process in the Middle East. [HL5380] 

The Minister for Europe (Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead): Policy on Hezbollah 
does not read across to our policy towards Hamas. Our policies must reflect the 
specific circumstances of the Lebanese and Palestinian political contexts. We 
have no contact with Hamas and do not believe it is productive to talk to it directly. 
As long as Hamas fails to commit to work peacefully for a two state solution, it is 
difficult to see how it can be part of achieving such a solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0003.htm#0910
1214000318 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0002.htm#09101214000313
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0002.htm#09101214000313
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0002.htm#09101214000307
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0002.htm#09101214000307
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0003.htm#09101214000318
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91012w0003.htm#09101214000318
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Austin (1991) United Nations Report on Gaza – That this House welcomes the 
United Nations' mandated report led by eminent judge Richard Goldstone, which details 
transgressions by both the Israeli military and Palestinian groups during fighting from 
December 2008 to January 2009 in Gaza; notes that the report concludes that Israel's 
actions amounted to war crimes and possibly crimes against humanity due to 
disproportionate use of force that involved the deliberate targeting of civilian 
infrastructure and the use of illegal weapons and human shields as part of an intentional 
policy directed at the people of Gaza as a whole; further notes that the Mission urges the 
UN Security Council to refer the matter to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Court should Israel's internal investigations not prove satisfactory; further notes that 
Hamas was also considered to have committed war crimes and crimes against humanity 
in the firing of rockets and mortars at civilians, but that whilst Hamas already faces 
sanctions from the international community Israel enjoys widespread patronage and 
support from many nations, including the UK; and calls on the British Government to 
insist that all parties are held fully accountable for their actions in order to deter future 
war crimes and crimes against humanity from taking place. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39221&SESSION=899  
 

TOP 
 
 

 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

 
Delegated Legislation (Counter-terrorism) 

The Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury (Sarah McCarthy-Fry): The Government 
have today laid before the House a statutory instrument under the Counter-terrorism Act 
2008 containing a direction requiring the UK financial services sector to cease all 
business with the Iranian Bank Mellat and the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines. 
This means that from today, financial and credit institutions will no longer be able to enter 
into new transactions or business relationships with these entities nor to continue with 
existing transactions or business relationships unless they are licensed by HM Treasury. 
Consistent with the commitment provided to the House during the passage of the Act, I 
would like to set out the reasons behind our decision. 
The Treasury is satisfied, as required by the Act, that activity in Iran that facilitates the 
development or production of nuclear weapons poses a significant risk to the national 
interests of the UK. … 
Iran’s ongoing improvement of its ballistic missile capabilities also continues to cause 
international concern. Its failure to answer questions from the IAEA about possible 
military dimensions to its nuclear programme increase concerns that its ballistic missile 
programme represents a potential nuclear delivery system. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091012/wmstext/91012
m0001.htm#0910122000016  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/am069-b.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
** Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
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